Wombats
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What is a wombat?
Wombats are short-legged, muscular marsupials. A marsupial is an animal that gives birth to live young, which they then carry and feed in a pouch. Wombats can grow to about 1 metre long and can weigh as much as 30kg (which is the same as 200 bananas!). 

Where do wombats live?
Wombats live in Australia and some of the small islands surrounding Australia.  

What do wombats eat?
Wombats are mainly nocturnal and emerge at night to feed on grasses, herbs, bark and roots. The incisor teeth of a wombat are continually growing, so to keep them in check wombats gnaw on bark and tough vegetation. 

Why do wombats burrow?
Wombats have wide, barrel shaped bodies and strong feet with long claws which mean they are made for digging. Wombats excavate extensive systems of tunnels and chambers. Wombats sleep, rest and raise their family in the burrow.

What’s special about a wombat?

· A wombat’s pouch is unusual among marsupials because it faces backwards towards the rump (the area around its bottom). This is so the wombat won’t spray mud into the pouch when it is digging. 

· Wombat poo is shaped like a cube. This is because wombats mark their territory using the scent from their poo and having cube shaped pooh stops it from rolling away. 

· Wombats have a tough rump. When they feel threatened, a wombat will dive into a tunnel, blocking the entrance with its rump. The sturdy rump prevents predators from being able to remove and attack the wombat. 
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