
 
 
 

 

Twyford Advanced     
Programme (TAP) 

 
The Twyford Advanced Programme consists 
of: 

- The Oxbridge Programme 
- Medical Society  
- Engineering Society 
- Gold CREST 
- History Scholars 
- Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 



- Maths Stretch 



Oxbridge Programme 

This is a programme aimed at preparing students for the application 
to Oxford or Cambridge University (Oxbridge). The cohort is 
selected based on GCSE grades, with an average grade of at least 8 
required, and an induction essay.  

In Year 12, students can expect: 

• A weekly wider reading lesson 
• A weekly lesson introducing the Oxbridge system 
• Personal statement support 
• Information regarding open days, masterclasses and summer schools at 

Oxford and Cambridge 
• Information and support in applying for mentoring schemes 
• Specific guidance for students of African and Caribbean heritage 
• A Trust Oxbridge summer school 

In Year 13, students can expect:  

• Interview workshop 
• A mock Oxbridge interview held by 

governors, directors and lead 
members of staff 

• One-to-one support in writing and 
editing personal statements 

Wider Reading: 

To ensure the strongest possible Oxbridge 
applications, students will need to have read 
around their interests within their chosen 
field. Students will receive a monthly Wider 
Reading Newsletter, with 21 different 
subjects included. For each subject, there will 
be articles, books, podcasts, documentaries, 
free exhibitions and lectures in London. 

 
 
 



MedSoc 

What is MedSoc? 

MedSoc is a program for aspiring doctors, dentists and veterinarians. The 
program runs for two years supporting like-minded individuals through the 
exciting and challenging journey to becoming a medical professional.  

 

In Year 12, students can expect to attend: 

• Support sessions designed to help students develop their medical 
portfolios ready for university applications 

• Entrance exam preparation  
• Personal statement support  
• Journal article discussion sessions to expose students to academic 

writing 
• Debates around NHS and wider medical ‘hot topics’ 
• Advice sessions on securing volunteering/work experience positions 

 

In Year 13, students can expect to attend:  

• Entrance exam preparation 
• Personal statement workshops and drop-ins 
• Mock interview advice and preparation sessions  
• Mock interview practice following the more commonly used MMI style 

of interview  
• Mock group interview practise  

 

 

 

 

 

 



EngSoc (Engineering Society) 

What is EngSoc? 

This society is for all students in the Sixth Form who are interested in degrees 
or careers related to engineering. As a highly competitive degree course, it is 
widely recognized that students need to demonstrate engagement with 
engineering beyond the curriculum. EngSoc will help students navigate this to 
ensure their applications are as strong as possible. 

 

In Year 12, students can expect to attend: 

• Sessions introducing the different sectors in engineering: civil, 
mechanical, electrical, chemical, aerospace, software 

• Guest speaker events and lectures 
• Problem solving workshops relating to engineering 
• Physics Olympiad preparation  
• University admission test preparation  
• Personal statement workshops   

 

In Year 13, students can expect to attend:  

• University admission test preparation 
• Personal statement support 
• Mock interview advice and preparation sessions  
• Guest speaker events and lectures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gold CREST Award 

What is the Award? 

 

The Gold CREST Award is a nationally recognised STEM award for students 
aged 16+ who complete an independent science, engineering or technology 
project in small groups. It involves around 70 hours of work, including 
planning, research, a practical investigation and an evaluation. Students 
produce a report and demonstrate their problem-solving and project-
management skills. The award is highly valued by universities and employers 
because it shows initiative, resilience and independent learning. 

 

The Award runs throughout Year 12 and follows the timeline: 

Month Activity 
September Introduction and sign up 
October Finalise groups. Confirm project title and aims after 

preliminary research 
November -
December 

Complete literature review and references. Plan the 
investigation and order equipment / resources. 

January - February Practical work  
March Analysis and conclusion 
April Evaluation and first draft submission 
May Final draft submission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



History Scholars 

Members will be invited to partake in fortnightly debates during lunchtime.  
We will be addressing a variety of historical topics, and questioning a number 
of widely held historical beliefs and concepts.  The debates will enable those of 
you who are genuinely interested in history to really explore the subject, and 
engage with others in lively discussion.  This will also give you the opportunity 
to develop your confidence, practise speaking in public and ‘thinking on your 
feet’, all important developmental skills for future university and job 
interviews. There will also be the opportunity to go on a Day ‘Humanities’ 
Conference at SOAS, the University of London. 

Applying to be a member of the Senior History Scholars does not commit you 
to being historians for the rest of your school and university careers.  It is 
simply an opportunity for you to explore the subject further, and the skills and 
confidence that you will acquire through being part of the group will be 
beneficial to a number of different subjects and future opportunities.   

Later on in the programme, however, we will spend time on Personal 
Statements and the interview process for those who wish to apply to read 
History or History related subjects at Oxbridge.  We will also work on interview 
techniques and practice for anyone applying to read history or history related 
subjects at other universities. 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of previous debates: 

Populism isn’t always a negative force 

Monuments to historical figures should remain 

There’s no need for a United Kingdom anymore 

Black civil rights movements have had far more success in the US than the UK 

Revolution always leads to progres 



Extended Project Qualifications 

These projects involve detailed research into any topic of the student’s choice, 
allowing students the opportunity to go outside and beyond their A Level 
subjects. Students will do the vast majority of this research over Year 12 and 
will work one to one with a supervising member of staff to turn this research 
into a piece of extended writing.  

The projects can take the form either of a 5000 word essay, or an artefact 
(such as a piece of art, a science experiment or a film etc) accompanied by a 
1000 word essay.  

This essentially equips students with the skills needed to bridge the gap 
between A Level and undergraduate style learning, as well as looking very 
impressive on personal statements.  

It also supplies university interviewers with a topic to discuss with the 
applicants, which can demonstrate the breadth and depth of the students’ 
knowledge and interest in their subject.  

Examples of previous projects:  

 

 

 
 

 



Maths Stretch 

The Maths Stretch programme is designed to support students preparing for 
rigorous university admissions tests in mathematics, in addition to their A-
Level studies. These tests are essential differentiators for entry into top 
universities and include: 
 
• TMUA: Test of Mathematics for University Admission 
• STEP: Sixth Term Examination Paper 
 
Students are taken through a demanding scheme of work and are required to 
complete additional problems outside lessons. Highly regarded by our highest 
achieving mathematicians, stretch lessons introduce students to 
undergraduate-style problem-solving, featuring questions that are less 
structured than those typically encountered in A-Level Mathematics and 
Further Mathematics exams. Students aiming for top universities to pursue a 
degree in mathematics or a related field are strongly encouraged to attend 
these weekly sessions. 
 
The Year 12 Stretch programme formally begins after the Autumn half-term, 
covering key topics such as: 
 
• Trigonometry and Geometry 
• Differentiation and Integration 
• Logarithms and Powers 
• Algebra, Polynomials 
• Primes and Proof, Recursion 
 
In Year 13, students may be required to sit one or more admissions tests. To 
prepare, students work through past papers with the support of specialist 
maths teachers and participate in a mock exam to hone their examination 
technique. 
 
Both Year 12 and Year 13 students in the 
Stretch programme also take part in the Senior 
Maths Challenge. A significant proportion of 
our students, well above the national average, 
achieve gold medals and progress to the 
follow-on Kangaroo and Olympiad challenges. 
 


