Birkenhead Park School

KS3 Curriculum Overview 2025-26
Subject: CareersRationale of KS3 Curriculum:

Incorporating careers education in Key Stage 3 is essential for fostering early awareness of career options and developing key skills like decision-making and self-awareness. It helps students understand the world of work, set academic and personal goals, and promotes social equity by empowering all students to explore diverse pathways. By integrating careers education into the curriculum, we enhance student engagement and prepare them for lifelong learning and adaptability in an evolving job market.


	Sequence of Learning:

	KS3
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3

	Year 7
	Reflect on
who you are

Explore
dream jobs







	Learn what
we mean
by ‘career’

Find out what
entrepreneurs do
	Learn about
work-life
balance

Learn about
careers and
the future

	Gatsby Bench Marks
	Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
2. Learning from career info + LMI
3. Addressing needs of each pupil
	Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
2. Learning from career info + LMI
3. Addressing needs of each pupil
Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
3. Addressing needs of each pupil

	Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
2. Learning from career info + LMI
3. Addressing needs of each pupil
Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
2. Learning from career info + LMI
5. Employer + employee encounters


	Skills
	Skills
Creativity / Innovation
Reflectiveness 
Planning / Aiming high
Initiative

	Skills
Planning / Aiming high
Initiative
Skills
Problem solving
Initiative
Creativity / Innovation

	Skills
Reflectiveness
Balance
Skills
Digital literacy
Critical thinking
Problem solving
Creativity / Innovation


	CDI Framework
	CDI Framework
Grow throughout life Explore possibilities
	CDI Framework
Explore possibilities
CDI Framework
Create opportunities
	CDI Framework
Balance life and work
CDI Framework
See the big picture


	Year 8
	
Reflect on your interests

Explore CVs






	Learn
about the
workplace

Find out how
to create the
life you want
	Define what
success
looks like
Learn about
careers and
the climate

	Gatsby Bench Marks
	Skills
Creativity / Innovation
Reflectiveness
Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
2. Learning from career info + LMI
3. Addressing needs of each pupil
Skills
Writing
Teamwork
Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
2. Learning from career info + LMI

	Skills
Resilience / Staying positive
Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
2. Learning from career info + LMI
5. Employer + employee encounters
CDI Framework
Manage career
Skills
Planning / Aiming high
Artistic skills
Creativity / Innovation
Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
3. Addressing needs of each pupil
CDI Framework
Create opportunities

	Skills
Planning / Aiming high
Confidence
Reflectiveness
Balance
Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
3. Addressing needs of each pupil
CDI Framework
Balance life and work
Skills
Critical thinking
Principles / Ethical judgement
Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
2. Learning from career info + LMI
CDI Framework
See the big picture


	Skills
	
	
	

	CDI Framework
	CDI Framework
Grow throughout life
CDI Framework
Explore possibilities

	
	

	Year 9
	
Reflect on
your skills

Explore learning
pathways
after school






	Learn how
to choose
KS4 options

Find out how
to take control
of your career
journey
	Learn how
to manage
your money

Learn about
the labour
market (LMI)

	Gatsby Bench Marks
	Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
3. Addressing needs of each pupil
Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme

	Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
2. Learning from career info + LMI
3. Addressing needs of each pupil
8. Personal guidance
Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
3. Addressing needs of each pupil

	Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
2. Learning from career info + LMI
5. Employer + employee encounters
6. Workplace experiences
Benchmarks
1. Stable careers programme
2. Learning from career info + LMI


	Skills
	Skills
Reflectiveness
Skills
Planning / Aiming high

	Skills
Critical thinking
Planning / Aiming high
Problem solving
Skills
Planning / Aiming high
Initiative
Resilience / Staying positive

	Skills
Numeracy
Skills
Critical thinking
Learning / Knowledge
Inquisitiveness


	CDI Framework
	CDI Framework
Grow throughout life
CDI Framework
Explore possibilities

	CDI Framework
Manage career
CDI Framework
Create opportunities

	CDI Framework
Balance life and work
CDI Framework
See the big picture




