Birkenhead Park School

KS3 Curriculum Overview 2025-2026
Subject: GEOGRAPHYThe KS3 Geography curriculum is designed to allow students to gain an in depth understanding of place. Each unit has a continent focus to help grow and develop skills and conceptual knowledge but also to support retrieval and comparison throughout. 

By the end of Year 7 students will have been introduced to the key concepts, processes and skills used by Geographers including maps, graphs & mathematical skills. They understand how human and physical processes have created the landscapes in their local and regional area. Fieldwork will focus on data collection and processing.
Throughout Year 8, students will begin to study more specific issues created by the interaction of human and physical processes. They will begin to explain the links between human and physical world and will analyse the challenges these interactions cause.  They will begin to identify and explain solutions. Fieldwork will focus on Data Presentation techniques and interpretation. 
By the end of Year 9, students will begin to explore the solutions to challenges and begin to evaluate the extent to which current and future actions are sustainable. They will begin to use more specific case studies as evidence as arguments and will begin to understand inequalities between and within places. Fieldwork will focus on concluding using evidence and evaluation. 
Rationale of KS3 Curriculum:

	Sequence of Learning:

	KS3
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3

	Year 7
	Our world and local area

Our world -  Geological timescale, plate tectonics, geology, biomes, climate change, cities and population
Map skills, mathematical skills, climate graphs and choropleth graphs.
Fieldwork – Field sketch in Birkenhead park
	How has Europe’s Past & Present Shaped the Future?

The main human and physical elements of Europe; 
How climates in Europe differ and why: 
Population distribution in Europe; 
Impacts of growing populations (traffic management); 
Fieldwork: Should cars be banned in Birkenhead? Focus on primary data collection and data presentation. 
Processes & landforms of glaciation in the Alps;
Tourism opportunities in glaciated locations. 
	Why does Climate Matter? Recording the weather, why we need our weather, where does weather come from, Low and high air pressure, Beast from the East, types of rain, wind,  
Field work – Using climate as a base we will look at where to place a picnic table in the school grounds

	Year 8
	Asia
Location, management of population in China through the one child policy and what does population look like now, the challenges facing the elderly in Japan and the increasing number of pensioner prisoners, Japans volcanoes, formation of tsunami’s with a case study focus on the Boxing Day Tsunami, tourism in Thailand 

	How Sustainable is South America?

Introduction to SDGs; 
The importance of Trade to development; 
Causes & impacts of rural-urban migration in Rio; 
Sustainable urban management in Curitiba; 
Fieldwork: Virtual fieldwork: How and why does the discharge of the Amazon River Change? Focus on data presentation & interpretation; 
HEP and water scarcity in Ecuador; 
Debates on COP30’s successes and Fast Fashion impacts in the Atacama.
	How important is the Middle East?
Location, understanding population across the middle East, Yemen and exploring why it is one of the poorest countries, the importance of the Middle East.
Russia: Location, climate, economy, Russia’s stance on equality and justice, environmental challenges, case study focus on Chernobyl

	Year 9
	North America
Location, relationship between biomes and population distribution, case study focus on the Western Desert (the opportunities and challenges of development here, and animal adaptations), case study focus on Alaska (the opportunities and challenges of development here, formation of hurricanes and a case study focus on Hurricane Haiti (effects and responses) 
	*: Is Sustainable Development in South America Possible?

Introduction to the SDGs; 
South American trade patterns; 
Causes, impacts of rural-urban migration in Rio; 
Sustainable urban management in Curitiba; 
Fieldwork: Virtual fieldwork: How and why does the discharge of the Amazon River Change? Focus on writing a conclusion. 
HEP and water scarcity in Ecuador; 
Debates on COP30’s successes and Fast Fashion impacts in the Atacama. 
	Antarctica
Location, global importance of the continent, glaciers and ice sheets, evidence of climate change, understanding time zones, tourism and finally, what is the future for Antarctica?
Australasia
Location, what is the difference between Oceania and Australia, tectonic plates and activity in New Zealand, case study Earthquake (Kaikōura), The Great Barrier Reef




*Next year will be Africa unit – Swapping these around this year to support fieldwork focus. (Current Year 9 completed this in 
Is Africa the Land of Opportunity? 
Africa’s unit will focus on understanding the huge contrasts between and within African countries in terms of climate, development, sustainable solutions to resources, opportunities, globalisation and the physical Geography of places. Concepts are more complex and students will need to have understood the concepts of sustainability, interconnectedness and development to understand inequality within countries to understand the stereotypes and misconceptions of a single story.
