Birkenhead Park School

KS3 Curriculum Overview 2025-26
Subject: ARTRationale of KS3 Curriculum:

At Key Stage 3, students at The Birkenhead Park School follow a broad and engaging Art curriculum. Pupils explore artwork from different movements and artists, developing an understanding of how art shapes—and is shaped by—the world around us.
Across the three years, students build essential drawing skills, learn key artistic vocabulary and become confident in using the formal elements that form our visual language. They experiment with a wide range of materials and techniques, developing increasing proficiency in drawing, painting, sculpture and mixed media.
The curriculum is carefully sequenced to ensure clear progression, supporting students as they develop technical skill, creativity and independence. Cultural capital is embedded throughout, giving pupils meaningful insight into diverse artistic traditions and real-world applications of art, craft and design.
By the end of KS3, students will apply a range of artistic techniques with confidence, understand and use the formal elements effectively, evaluate their own work and that of others and demonstrate creativity and curiosity, as encouraged by the National Curriculum.
Our aim is to foster a lifelong enjoyment of art and to prepare students for further study in Art and Design.




	
	Sequence of Learning:

	KS3
	Term 1
	Term 2.1
	Term 2.2
	Term 3

	Year 7
	Under the sea
Formal elements of art
Introduction to drawing
Essential skills
Introduction to art history
	Under the sea
Formal elements of art
Introduction to drawing
Essential skills
Introduction to art history
	Entomology
Drawing skills
Pattern
Painting skills 
Design process
Sculpture
	Entomology
Drawing skills
Pattern
Painting skills 
Design process
Sculpture

	Year 8
	Monstrous Beasts
Mark Making 
Texture
Watercolour painting techniques
Medieval Bestiaries 
Paride Bertolin
Jon Kenn Mortensen 
‘Where the Wild Things are’
Clay pinch pots
Sculpture
	  Monstrous Beasts
Mark Making 
Texture
Watercolour painting techniques
Medieval Bestiaries 
Paride Bertolin
Jon Kenn Mortensen 
‘Where the Wild Things are’
Clay pinch pots
Sculpture
	Natural Forms 
Focus on the formal elements 
Drawing, painting
Oil Pastel 
Observational drawing 
Printmaking 
	Natural Forms 
Focus on the formal elements 
Drawing, painting
Oil Pastel 
Observational drawing 
Printmaking

	Year 9
	The Man Made World
Jim Dine
Patrick Caulfield
Charles Sheeler
Painting 
Texture
Mixed Media
Refined outcome
	The Man Made World
Jim Dine
Patrick Caulfield
Charles Sheeler
Painting 
Texture
Mixed Media
Refined outcome
	Architecture
Advanced drawing skills 
Artist influence 
Independent development
Mixed media outcome
Sculpture
Recycled materials
	Architecture
Advanced drawing skills 
Artist influence 
Independent development
Mixed media outcome
Sculpture
Recycled materials



