Birkenhead Park School

KS4 Curriculum Overview 2025-26
Subject: ARTRationale of KS4 Curriculum:

At Key Stage 4, students study AQA GCSE Art, Craft and Design, building on skills developed at KS3 and becoming confident in using visual language. Through Component 1: Portfolio, pupils meet all four Assessment Objectives by exploring artists, experimenting with materials and techniques, and developing personal, meaningful outcomes.
Students also learn 3D and printmaking skills and are supported in working independently—reviewing, refining and evaluating their work throughout. In Year 11, they prepare for Component 2: Externally Set Task, developing ideas and producing a final piece under exam conditions.
Our aim is to help students achieve their best possible outcomes while developing the creativity, technical skill and independence needed for future study or career pathways in the arts.



	Sequence of Learning:

	KS4
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3

	Year 10
	GCSE Component 1
Close Up artist research
Advanced drawing and painting 
Introduction to the assessment objectives
	GCSE component 1
Growth and Decay
Artist research 
Material experimentation

	GCSE component 1 
Growth and Decay
Artist research 
Material experimentation
Idea development
Technique experimentation
Artist responses


	Year 11
	GCSE Component 1
Growth and Decay
Design development and Experimentation
Final outcome construction. 
	GCSE Component 2
Externally set task preparation
Externally set task final piece (10 hours)
	GCSE Component 2
Externally set task mop up
Component 1 mop up
Marking of component 1 & 2



