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The Birkenhead Park School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025/26

	Date this summary was published
	September 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Tracey Houghton

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	(As above)

	Name of local music hub 
	The Love music trust – Wirral and Cheshire music hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	LIPA
Future Yards
The Love Music Trust
The Royal Liverpool Philharmonic 



This is a summary of how The Birkenhead Park School delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	At The Birkenhead Park school students receive 1 hour of timetabled curriculum time per week. Music is offered as an option subject at keystage 4 and students receive five hours of curriculum time per fortnight. 
The aim of the KS3 Curriculum is to build on prior learning by building a curriculum around the elements of music, devices, tonalities and structures.
Allow opportunities to develop musical ideas through performance and composition skills.
The musical World unit looks to specifically widen students understanding of cultural, social and traditional musical conventions.
Music technology is used to help students understand influences and effects on the way music is created with specific reference to the music industry.
Students have the opportunity to understand music in a real-life context, including the sales and reproduction of music.
Planned opportunity to understand cultural capital is woven throughout the curriculum.
Students have the opportunity to use keyboards, percussion instruments and their own voice throughout the curriculum and there are additional opportunities for students who have instrumental lessons to use them during curriculum lessons where appropriate. Whole class and smaller ensemble performance opportunities are planned throughout the curriculum for students to engage in practical music making.
At The Birkenhead Park school the music department has a partnership with LIPA, future Yards, The Liverpool Philharmonic, and The Hive, giving our students the opportunity to perform in a wider setting, take part in career opportunities, live performances and work with professional musicians, within and out of our setting. We have worked closely with Edsential as our music hub and we are now developing links with Love music trust who took over as the music hub provider for Cheshire and Wirral from December 2025.

Key stage 4 provision
Music is an option subject for students at the end of year 9, we offer a Level 2 BTEC Qualification in Music practice at keystage 4.
Students in years 10 and 11 develop their skills, such as using the elements of music, music creation, performance and music production within a vocational context and developing their personal skills.
The knowledge they gain throughout this course underpins effective use of skills, processes and attitudes in the music sector. Developing a variety of music skills and an understanding of musical styles and genre.
They manage the development and delivery of music products within a real-life context and explore creative stimuli in order to meet a given brief.

	


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Music tuition is provided to students and funded by the school and a small grant awarded to the school in January 2026 by The Love Music trust. Tuition is offered outside of the taught curriculum lesson time, and including one-to-one, small-group and large-group tuition for guitar and drum kit. Vocal tuition is provided by our own staff to students who are preparing for performance or audition as needed. 
The school has a singing club/choir that meets once a week and a number of small bands and ensembles who rehearse with peripatetic and school staff after school and during their lunchtime. They are also encouraged to use the music rooms in their own time to rehearse independently, which they take up the opportunity for this with enthusiasm. 
Students can participate in a new keyboard club, after school where they work towards internal Bronze, Silver and Gold awards. 
Students throughout each year group are encouraged to actively particulate in extracurricular musical activities. The school currently funds two hours of lessons for students which are massively oversubscribed. We have run schemes in the past where students have been asked to fund their own lessons or make a contribution but this does not work for our students and uptake was very low.
Students are encouraged to take part in music provision offered at the Hive and also at future yards and a number of students take part in the activities offered.
Each year the school holds a “Cultural day” where we celebrate the diversity of our school community . Music plays a part the activities of this event with workshops such as African drumming.

	


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Musical performances
Opportunities within school to take part in musical performance happen twice a year. At the end of term one students can sing, play and perform within a showcase or pantomime performance event and at the end of term three we hold a performing Art showcase performance event which includes school bands, individual and ensemble performances that have been rehearsed and put together throughout the year. The music students work as part of a multi Arts event with students across the performing and visual arts. 
Throughout the year students working on instrumental lessons have the opportunity to perform with their peripatetic teacher at a local primary school in front of an audience of younger students. 
Through our partnerships students have the opportunity to visit LIPA and have performed in their theatre and taken part in a women in music day. Later in the year students will attend a classical orchestral performance at The Royal Liverpool Philharmonic. A number of performing Arts trips to the theatre are run throughout the academic year. Students have also attended a series of weekend gigs at Future yards where they have experienced a number of life bands performing for an under 18 audience.
Students are encouraged to get involved in all of these activities and all that we do is inclusive to our school community. 
We have close working relationships with our social care partners and instrumental and live performance events have been targeted at a number of students that social workers have requested with the aim of life enhancement.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	In the future we want to provide as many opportunities for students to make progress with their musical activities and develop a love of performance whether that be through watching live performance or performing it.
Instrumental lessons and extra-curricular resources
Funding is the main issue preventing more students from getting involved and we will look to explore students who are entitled to pupil premium funding contributing to their lessons through this funding, this will free up some of the allocated school funding for other students. By doing this we can increase the time allocation for our peripatetic teacher and offer the opportunity for instrumental lessons to a greater number of students. 
We have applied for a grant of £1000 through The Love music trust which has been successful. We will use this funding to kit out the band rehearsal space providing extra-curricular opportunities for students wanting to collaborate on performance projects.
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