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In Year 7, students begin their Religious Education journey by studying Judaism and Christianity in chronological order. This approach highlights the historical and theological connections between the two religions, emphasising how Christianity emerged from Jewish roots. The curriculum explores shared beliefs, key figures, sacred texts, and religious practices, while also acknowledging the diversity of interpretations within each tradition. Students learn to appreciate that everyone views religion through their own unique lens. Additionally, the study reflects on Christianity’s influence in the UK as a Christian country, helping students understand the cultural and historical context of faith in their own community.
Year 8 builds on the foundation of Year 7 by exploring three additional world religions: Islam, Sikhism, and Buddhism. Islam is studied first as the third Abrahamic faith, deepening students’ understanding of monotheistic traditions and reflecting the growing Muslim presence in the school and local area. Sikhism introduces students to a newer religion with unique teachings on equality, service, and unity, while Buddhism offers insight into a non-theistic tradition focused on human experience and enlightenment. Throughout the year, students continue to examine different interpretations and cultural lenses within and across these religions, fostering empathy and critical thinking. In Year 9, the focus shifts towards a more analytical and thematic study of religion and belief. Students explore interpretations of Islam and Christianity, addressing misconceptions and promoting a deeper understanding of both faiths. Themes of equality, prejudice, discrimination, forgiveness, and human rights are studied to highlight religion’s role in social justice and moral decision-making. The curriculum then moves into philosophy and ethics, where students engage with philosophical questions and ethical dilemmas, applying religious and non-religious perspectives. Finally, students explore humanism and other worldviews, such as Rastafarianism and Paganism, broadening their awareness of belief systems beyond traditional religion.


	Sequence of Learning:

	KS3
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3

	Year 7
	What is religion? (5)
What can we learn from Jewish Scriptures? (10)

	Who is God and do we need to prove his existence? 


	Was Jesus the Messiah? 

	Year 8
	Who was Muhammad? And how does Islamic beliefs influence the daily lives of Muslims? 

	How can we become more selfless? The Sikh way of life? 
	Is God necessary in religion? 

	Year 9
	Perceptions of religion 

	Ethics and Philosophy of Religion
	What can we learn from Jewish scripture?



