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Dear Parents/Carers
Further to Mrs Johnson’s letter you will be aware the government made announcements yesterday about assessments for those students taking GCSEs this summer.  Ofqual have also releases information about this; the following information provides a helpful summary:[image: ] 

It is important to note that at this stage we are still waiting to hear from the individual examination boards about specific details of the assessment process, including what evidence should be gathered and how it should be used to generate grades.  However, we have received the following guiding principles.
· Teachers must assess their students’ performance, only on what content has been delivered to them by their teachers, to determine the grade each student should receive.
· Teachers can use evidence of a student’s performance from throughout the course to inform their judgement.
· Teachers should determine the grades as late in the academic year as is practicable, to enable teaching to continue for as long as possible.
· Schools and colleges should use a broad range of evidence across the taught content to determine the grades before submitting the grades to the exam boards. 
· Overall, it will be no easier or harder for a student to achieve a particular grade this year compared to previous years
We await further information from individual examination boards and we will continue to keep you informed as we receive more information.  It is crucial that all Year 11 students return to school week commencing 8th March to provide the evidence to help determine the teacher assessed grade in the summer.
Your Sincerely
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Mr P Mee
Deputy Headteacher
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How GCSEs, AS and A levels will be
awarded in summer 2021

Working out your grade
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Graded by teacher judgement

Not graded by an algorithm

School and college
assessments can continue

You'll only be assessed on
what you've been taught

Your teacher will tell you what
evidence is used to grade you

Private candidates to work
with a school, college or exam
centre to provide evidence for
them to be graded

Evidence

Mocks, tests and work
already done can be used as
evidence

Non-exam assessment
should continue

Non-exam assessments can
be used as evidence even if
incomplete

Art & design grade based only
on your portfolio

Teachers can use question
banks provided by exam
boards if they want to

Results will be based on
completed and future work,
50 keep doing your best

ofqual

Results days
ASand A level 10 August
GCSE 12 August

If you're unhappy with your
grade, you can appeal it. First
step s to submit an appeal to
your school or college.

You can find out more
details from your school,
college or exam board, or by
visiting the Ofqual website

@ www.gov.uk/ofqual
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www.birkenheadparkschool.com

Headteacher: Helen Johnson
headteacher@birkenheadparkschool.com
Park Road South, Birkenhead, Wirral, CH43 4UY
Tel: 0151652 1574
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