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1. Policy Statement
Blackpool Skills Academy is committed to protecting the health, safety and wellbeing of pupils, staff, visitors, contractors and members of the public.
The Academy recognises that the immediate recognition of cardiac arrest, early cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and prompt access to an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) can significantly improve survival outcomes.
This policy sets out the arrangements for the location, maintenance, inspection and use of the Academy's AED to ensure it remains available and ready for use at all times.
2. Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to:
· ensure staff know the location of the Academy's AED
· ensure the AED is maintained and inspected regularly
· provide clear guidance on responding to a cardiac emergency
· support compliance with health and safety responsibilities
· ensure the Academy's AED remains registered with The Circuit national defibrillator network.
This policy should be read alongside the Academy's First Aid Policy, Health and Safety Policy and Emergency Procedures.
3. Scope
This policy applies to:
· all staff
· students
· volunteers
· contractors
· visitors
· members of the public using the Academy's externally accessible AED.
4. Definition
An Automated External Defibrillator (AED) is a portable medical device that analyses the heart's rhythm and, where appropriate, delivers an electrical shock to help restore a normal heart rhythm following sudden cardiac arrest.
The AED provides clear spoken instructions and is designed to be used safely by both trained and untrained responders.
5. Location of the AED
The Academy's AED is located externally on The Circuit.
When facing the front of Blackpool Skills Academy, the AED is positioned to the right-hand side of the building adjacent to the grey access door and window frame.
The AED is housed within a clearly marked external cabinet and is available for use by the Academy, emergency services and the wider community.
Clear signage is displayed to assist users in locating the AED quickly.
6. Roles and Responsibilities
Headteacher
The Headteacher has overall responsibility for ensuring this policy is implemented and that suitable arrangements are in place for the management of the Academy's AED.
First Aid Leads
David Hodge
Linda Chippindale
Responsibilities include:
· maintaining the Academy's registration with The Circuit
· completing routine readiness checks
· monitoring battery and electrode pad expiry dates
· maintaining inspection and incident records
· ensuring staff are aware of AED procedures
· arranging replacement consumables following use.
Site Manager
Peter Riley
Responsibilities include:
· ensuring the AED remains accessible at all times
· maintaining the cabinet and associated signage
· reporting faults or damage immediately
· supporting routine inspections where required.
All Staff
All staff are expected to:
· know the location of the AED
· know how to summon emergency assistance
· commence CPR where appropriate
· follow the spoken instructions provided by the AED
· participate in AED awareness and First Aid training provided by the Academy.
7. Responding to a Cardiac Emergency
Where a person is suspected of suffering a cardiac arrest, staff should:
1. Ensure the area is safe.
2. Check for a response.
3. Open the airway and check for normal breathing.
4. Call 999 immediately or instruct another person to do so.
5. Inform the emergency call handler that an AED is available.
6. Send someone to collect the AED.
7. Begin CPR immediately.
8. Turn on the AED and follow the spoken instructions.
9. Continue CPR and AED prompts until the casualty shows signs of life or emergency services take over.
Staff should always follow instructions provided by the emergency call handler and the AED.
8. Training
All staff will receive AED awareness during induction and as part of First Aid training where appropriate.
Refresher training will be provided periodically to maintain staff confidence and awareness.
The Academy encourages all staff to develop confidence in delivering CPR and using an AED, recognising that immediate action can save lives.
9. Maintenance and Inspection
Blackpool Skills Academy's AED is registered with The Circuit, the national defibrillator network managed by the British Heart Foundation in partnership with UK ambulance services.
The Academy undertakes all required maintenance and readiness checks through The Circuit monitoring system.
The First Aid Leads are responsible for ensuring that:
· scheduled readiness checks are completed
· battery status is monitored
· electrode pads remain within their expiry date
· the AED remains clean, accessible and operational
· faults are reported immediately
· registration details on The Circuit remain accurate
· any temporary change affecting the availability of the AED is updated on The Circuit.
Following any use of the AED:
· consumables will be replaced promptly
· the AED will be returned to operational readiness
· The Circuit will be updated
· the incident will be recorded and reviewed.
10. Recording and Reporting
Following any deployment of the AED:
· an incident report will be completed
· the Headteacher will be informed
· equipment will be inspected and replenished
· any lessons learned will be incorporated into future training where appropriate.
11. Safeguarding Considerations
Where the casualty is a pupil, the Academy will ensure that dignity, privacy and safeguarding considerations are maintained throughout the incident.
Parents or carers will be informed as soon as reasonably practicable, and appropriate support will be provided following the incident.
12. Monitoring and Review
The Academy will monitor:
· AED readiness checks
· battery and electrode pad expiry dates
· staff training records
· incidents involving AED use
· maintenance records
· recommendations arising from incidents.
This information will be reviewed annually by the Headteacher to ensure the Academy's emergency arrangements remain effective.
13. Related Policies
This policy should be read alongside:
· First Aid Policy
· Health and Safety Policy
· Medical Needs Policy
· Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy
· Risk Assessment Policy
· Critical Incident and Business Continuity Plan
14. Related Guidance
This policy reflects guidance published by:
· Resuscitation Council UK
· British Heart Foundation
· The Circuit National Defibrillator Network
15. Review
This policy will be reviewed annually by the Headteacher and Proprietor, or sooner following any significant incident, changes to legislation or changes to the Academy's AED arrangements.


image1.jpg
BLACKPOOL
SKILLS ACADEMY




