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1. Policy Statement
Blackpool Skills Academy is committed to protecting the health, safety and wellbeing of all pupils, staff, visitors, contractors and volunteers.
The Academy recognises that anaphylaxis is a severe and potentially life-threatening allergic reaction requiring immediate medical treatment. Early recognition, prompt administration of adrenaline and rapid access to emergency medical services are essential to improving outcomes.
The Academy maintains emergency Adrenaline Auto-Injectors (AAIs) through its Kitt Medical subscription and has arrangements in place to ensure that staff understand how to recognise anaphylaxis and respond quickly and appropriately.
2. Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to:
· protect individuals who may experience severe allergic reactions
· ensure staff understand how to recognise anaphylaxis
· provide clear guidance for responding to a medical emergency
· ensure emergency AAIs remain available and ready for use
· support compliance with Department of Health guidance on the use of emergency adrenaline auto-injectors in schools.
This policy should be read alongside the Academy's First Aid Policy, Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy and Health and Safety Policy.
3. Scope
This policy applies to:
· all staff
· students
· volunteers
· contractors
· visitors.
It covers both pupils with prescribed adrenaline auto-injectors and the Academy's emergency supply of AAIs maintained through the Kitt Medical service.
4. Kitt Medical Provision
Blackpool Skills Academy subscribes to the Kitt Medical Anaphylaxis Kitt service.
The Kitt contains emergency adrenaline auto-injectors together with supporting guidance and emergency information.
Kitt Medical automatically replaces devices before their expiry date and following use, once the incident has been reported through the subscription service.
The Academy will maintain its subscription and ensure the Kitt remains operational at all times.
5. Location of the Anaphylaxis Kitt
The Kitt Medical Anaphylaxis Kitt is located within the Reception Office, positioned to the right of the reception hatch.
The location is known to staff and is clearly identifiable.
The Kitt remains readily accessible throughout the Academy day and is available for emergency use by appropriately trained members of staff.
6. Roles and Responsibilities
Headteacher
The Headteacher has overall responsibility for ensuring that appropriate arrangements are in place for the management of anaphylaxis within the Academy.
Responsible Lead
David Hodge
Responsibilities include:
· maintaining the Academy Allergy Register
· overseeing Individual Healthcare Plans
· managing the Kitt Medical subscription
· ensuring emergency AAIs remain available
· arranging staff awareness and training
· monitoring incidents
· reviewing lessons learned following any emergency.
All Staff
All staff are expected to:
· know the location of the Kitt Medical Anaphylaxis Kitt
· recognise the signs and symptoms of anaphylaxis
· summon emergency assistance immediately
· administer an AAI where appropriate and authorised
· call 999 without delay
· remain with the casualty until emergency services arrive
· participate in allergy awareness training.
7. Students at Risk of Anaphylaxis
The Academy will maintain:
· an up-to-date Allergy Register
· Individual Healthcare Plans (IHPs)
· records of prescribed medication
· emergency contact information.
Parents and carers are responsible for informing the Academy of any allergies, updating medical information promptly and providing prescribed medication where required.
Individual Healthcare Plans will be reviewed regularly and whenever medical needs change.
8. Recognising Anaphylaxis
Symptoms of anaphylaxis may include:
· difficulty breathing or wheezing
· swelling of the lips, tongue or throat
· difficulty swallowing
· persistent coughing
· hoarse voice
· dizziness or fainting
· pale, cold or clammy skin
· sudden collapse
· loss of consciousness.
Any suspected anaphylactic reaction must be treated as a medical emergency.
9. Emergency Response Procedure
Where anaphylaxis is suspected, staff should:
1. Call 999 immediately.
2. Inform the emergency operator that anaphylaxis is suspected.
3. Retrieve the Kitt Medical Anaphylaxis Kitt.
4. Administer the individual's prescribed AAI where available.
5. If appropriate and permitted under current government guidance, administer the Academy's emergency AAI.
6. Follow the advice provided by the emergency call handler.
7. Monitor the individual continuously.
8. If symptoms persist and emergency services have not yet arrived, administer a second AAI if available and clinically indicated.
9. Inform parents or carers as soon as reasonably practicable.
10. Complete the Academy's incident reporting procedures.
No individual who has received adrenaline should be allowed to remain at the Academy without medical assessment.
10. Storage and Maintenance
The Kitt Medical Anaphylaxis Kitt will be stored in accordance with the manufacturer's guidance.
The Responsible Lead will ensure that:
· the Kitt remains accessible
· the cabinet is unobstructed
· routine readiness checks are completed
· replacement devices are requested promptly following use
· subscription details remain current
· all equipment remains within its expiry date.
11. Training and Awareness
All staff will receive appropriate awareness training covering:
· recognising allergic reactions
· recognising anaphylaxis
· the location of the Kitt
· emergency response procedures
· use of adrenaline auto-injectors.
Training records will be maintained by the Academy and refresher training provided periodically.
12. Recording and Reporting
Following any allergic reaction or administration of an adrenaline auto-injector:
· an incident report will be completed
· parents or carers will be informed
· the Headteacher will be notified
· Kitt Medical will be informed where replacement devices are required
· the incident will be reviewed to identify any learning or improvements.
13. Monitoring and Review
The Academy will monitor:
· the Allergy Register
· Individual Healthcare Plans
· training compliance
· readiness checks
· incidents involving allergic reactions
· replacement of AAIs
· recommendations arising from incidents.
Monitoring information will be reviewed annually by the Headteacher.
14. Related Policies
This policy should be read alongside:
· First Aid Policy
· Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy
· Health and Safety Policy
· Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy
· Risk Assessment Policy
· Educational Visits Policy
15. Related Guidance
This policy reflects guidance published by:
· Department of Health and Social Care
· Allergy UK
· Anaphylaxis UK
· Kitt Medical
16. Review
This policy will be reviewed annually by the Headteacher and Proprietor, or sooner following any significant incident, changes to legislation or changes to the Academy's medical arrangements.
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