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Young Person Internet & Online Safety Policy
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1. Why We Have This Policy
At Blackpool Skills Academy, we want all young people to feel safe, supported, and confident when using the internet. This policy explains how you can use the internet at school and what is expected of you to keep yourself and others safe online.
The internet is a valuable learning tool, but it must be used responsibly.

2. Approved Use of the Internet
Restricted Internet Access
At Blackpool Skills Academy, young people are only permitted to access specific websites and online resources that have been explicitly approved by the school for educational or wellbeing purposes.
All other internet access is prohibited. This includes unrestricted browsing, unapproved websites, social media platforms, streaming services, gaming sites, and any online content not authorised by staff.
Internet access is filtered, monitored, and always restricted. Any attempt to access prohibited content or bypass school controls will be treated as a breach of this policy and addressed in line with the Academy’s Behaviour and Safeguarding Policies.

· Young people are only allowed to access websites, apps, and online resources that have been approved by the school.
· Approved websites are those chosen by staff to support learning, research, communication, and wellbeing.
· Internet access is monitored and filtered to help keep everyone safe.
· You must not try to bypass filters, restrictions, or safety settings.
If you are unsure whether a website is approved, you must ask a member of staff before accessing it.

3. What You Are Allowed to Do Online
 When using the internet at school, you may:
· Use approved websites for learning, coursework, and research.
· Access online learning platforms set by staff.
· Use email or communication tools only when supervised or instructed by staff.
· Ask for help if you see something online that worries or upsets you.

4. What You Are NOT Allowed to Do
You must not:
· Access any website or online content that has not been approved by the school.
· Access unapproved websites, social media, gaming sites, or streaming platforms unless specifically authorised by staff.
· View, search for, or share inappropriate, offensive, or harmful content.
· Download software, apps, or files without permission.
· Use the internet to bully, threaten, or upset others.
· Share personal information about yourself or others (including names, addresses, phone numbers, or passwords).
· Take photos, videos, or recordings of others without permission.

5. Staying Safe Online
To help keep yourself safe:
· Keep your passwords private.
· Log out of accounts when you finish using a device.
· Be careful what you click on and tell a member of staff if something doesn’t feel right.
· Remember that not everything online is true or safe.

If you see or receive something online that:
· Makes you feel uncomfortable,
· Upsets or worries you,
· Seems unsafe or inappropriate,
tell a trusted adult or member of staff straight away. You will not be in trouble for reporting concerns.

6. Monitoring and Support
· Internet use at school is supervised and monitored to keep everyone safe.

· Staff may check internet activity if there are concerns about safety or behaviour.


· Support will always be offered if online use becomes challenging or risky.

7. Consequences of Misuse
If this policy is not followed:
· Internet access may be restricted or removed.
· The issue will be discussed with you to help you understand what went wrong.
· Further action may be taken in line with the school’s Behaviour and Safeguarding Policies.
The aim is always to support learning and safety, not to punish.

8. Agreement
By using the internet at Blackpool Skills Academy, you agree to:
· Follow this policy
· Use the internet safely and responsibly
· Ask for help when you need it
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