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Scheme of Work- Construction (Theory and Practical)                                         

Practitioner/s: Simon Daniels, Peter Riley and Ben Hodge

	Course/Subject:
Construction (Multi-discipline) 
	No. of Weeks: 
39



	Week
	Learning Outcomes

	Content / Teaching & Learning Activities 

	Resources/
Teaching Aids
	(References to Employability and British Values)
	Assessment Strategies
Formative & Summative (feedback)

	AUTUMN 1- Workshop Induction, Health & Safety and Introduction to Joinery Skills

	Week 1- Induction, Expectations & Health and Safety
	Understand course structure, expectations and workshop rules 

Identify key health and safety responsibilities in a construction environment 

Recognise common hazards and explain how to work safely
	Introduction to course structure, expectations, routines and assessment methods (including practical + written evidence) 

Tour of workshop identifying hazards, tools and key areas 

Teacher-led discussion on health and safety responsibilities (employee vs employer) 

Scenario-based hazard identification task (what is the risk + consequence + solution) 
Introduction to PPE and correct usage demonstrated 
Written task: explain key workshop rules and why they must be followed
	Workshop environment 

PPE equipment 

Induction booklet 

Hazard scenario images

	English: speaking and listening during discussion, written explanation of rules 

Employability: workplace expectations, behaviour, punctuality, safety awareness 

British Values: rule of law, individual responsibility

	Q&A during induction 
Observation of behaviour in workshop 

Written explanation of rules


	Week 2- Tools, Equipment and Safe Use
	Identify a range of joinery tools and their uses 

Demonstrate safe handling and correct use of tools 

Explain why correct tool selection is important
	Teacher modelling of key tools (saw, hammer, chisel, tape measure) 

Explanation of purpose and when tools should be used 

Matching activity linking tools to tasks 

Practical: safe handling and basic use of tools 

Discussion on consequences of incorrect tool use 

Written task: describe at least three tools and their uses
	Hand tools 

Matching worksheet 

Workbook

	English: use of subject-specific vocabulary in written descriptions 

Employability: safe working practices and responsibility for equipment 

British Values: responsibility and respect for shared environment

	Tool identification 

Observation of safe use 

Written descriptions


	Week 3- Timber, Materials and Measuring
	Understand basic properties of timber and common defects 

Read and use a tape measure accurately 

Explain why accuracy is important in construction
	Teacher input on types of timber, seasoning and defects 

Visual examples of timber with defects 

Demonstration of measuring using tape measure 

Guided practice measuring set lengths 

Practical: mark out timber accurately 

Discussion linking poor measurement to poor outcomes 

Written task: explain why accuracy is important when working with timber
	Timber samples 

Tape measures 

Marking tools 

Workbook

	Maths: measurement, units and accuracy 

English: explanation writing 

Employability: precision and attention to detail

	Measuring task 

Questioning 

Written explanation


	Week 4- Marking Out and Accuracy
	Mark out timber accurately using correct techniques 

Understand the concept of tolerance 

Identify and correct errors in marking out
	Teacher modelling of marking out (face side, edge, waste lines) 

Explanation of tolerance and its importance 

Practical: repeated marking out tasks with increasing independence 

Error spotting activity using incorrect examples 

Discussion linking accuracy to final product quality 

Written paragraph explaining what happens if marking out is inaccurate
	Timber 

Marking tools 

Example materials 

Workbook

	Maths: precision and accuracy 

English: development of paragraph writing 

Employability: quality control and attention to detail

	Practical accuracy 

Error identification 

Written paragraph


	Week 5- Cutting Techniques and Tool Control
	Use hand tools to cut timber safely and accurately 

Follow a step-by-step process when completing a task 

Explain the key stages of cutting timber
	Teacher modelling of correct cutting technique (positioning, grip, control) 

Breakdown of steps for safe cutting 

Guided practical: cutting straight lines with support 

Teacher feedback and correction 

Discussion of common mistakes and how to improve 
Written task sequencing the steps for safe cutting
	Saws 

Timber 

Workbook

	English: sequencing and explaining processes 

Employability: following instructions and safe working 

British Values: responsibility

	Observation of cutting technique 
Written sequencing task 
Teacher questioning


	Week 6- Developing Accuracy, Control and Evaluation
	Improve consistency and accuracy when cutting and marking out 
Evaluate own work against simple criteria 

Begin to reflect on strengths and areas for development
	Teacher modelling of improved technique and finishing 

Practical: repeated tasks focusing on accuracy and control 

Peer comparison of work 

Teacher-led discussion on quality and improvement 

Introduction to simple success criteria (accuracy, neatness, safety) 

Written reflection moving towards paragraph writing
	Timber 

Tools 

Evaluation prompts 

Workbook

	English: reflective writing and evaluation 

Employability: self-assessment and improvement 

British Values: responsibility and self-awareness

	Practical improvement 

Peer discussion 

Written reflection


	AUTUMN 2- Introduction to Joinery – Joints and Project Build

	Week 7- Introduction to Joints (Butt Joint)
	Understand what a joint is and why joints are used in construction 

Identify the features and purpose of a butt joint 

Follow a structured process to create a basic joint
	Teacher modelling of different joint types and their purpose (strength, joining materials, structure) 

Demonstration of a butt joint, breaking down each stage of the process 

Students observe and identify key steps (measure, cut, align, fix) 

Guided practical: constructing a simple butt joint with support 

Discussion on strengths and limitations of this type of joint 

Written task: describe the process of making a butt joint and where it might be used
	Timber 

Hand tools 

Example joints 

Workbook

	Maths: measuring and aligning materials accurately 

English: writing clear step-by-step explanations using subject vocabulary 

Employability: following instructions and working methodically 

British Values: responsibility and safe working
	Observation of joint construction 
Questioning during practical 

Written explanation of process


	Week 8- Lap Joint and Comparing Joint Types
	Understand how a lap joint is constructed 

Demonstrate the ability to create a simple lap joint 

Compare different joint types and explain their effectiveness
	Teacher modelling of lap joint construction, highlighting differences from butt joint 

Step-by-step demonstration with explanation of depth and alignment 

Guided practical: students construct a lap joint 

Comparison activity: evaluate butt vs lap joint (strength, appearance, use) 

Group discussion to justify which joint is more effective in different situations 

Written paragraph explaining which joint is stronger and why
	Timber 

Tools 

Example joints 

Workbook

	Maths: measuring depth and accuracy 

English: paragraph writing with comparison and justification 

Employability: evaluating work and making decisions 

British Values: respect for different viewpoints

	Practical joint 

Comparison discussion 

Written paragraph


	Week 9- Project Introduction (Box or Frame)
	Understand the requirements of a joinery project 

Read and interpret a simple plan or design 

Prepare materials accurately for construction
	Teacher modelling of how to read a basic joinery plan (dimensions, steps, materials) 
Introduction to project options (wooden box or frame) with examples 
Breakdown of construction stages and expectations 

Students select a project based on confidence and ability 

Practical: measuring and marking out materials for chosen project 

Discussion on planning and preparation before building 

Written task outlining chosen project and key steps involved
	Project plans 

Timber 
Measuring tools 

Workbook

	Maths: interpreting measurements and dimensions 
English: writing structured plans and explanations 

Employability: planning, organisation and decision-making 

British Values: individual responsibility

	Planning task 

Accuracy of measuring and marking 

Teacher observation


	Week 10- Project Build (Construction Phase 1)
	Apply joinery skills to begin constructing a project 

Follow a sequence of steps with increasing independence 

Maintain accuracy when measuring, cutting and assembling
	Teacher modelling of initial construction stages (setting up joints, aligning materials) 

Students begin building their project using prepared materials 

Reinforcement of measuring, cutting and joint techniques 

Ongoing teacher feedback and correction 

Mid-lesson review to identify and fix errors 
Written log describing what has been completed and any challenges faced
	Tools 

Timber 

Project materials 

Workbook

	Maths: applying measurement and accuracy 

English: recording progress in written form 
Employability: independence, organisation and problem-solving 

British Values: responsibility and perseverance
	Observation of practical work 

Written log 

Teacher feedback


	Week 11- Project Build (Completion and Finishing)
	Complete a joinery project using appropriate techniques 

Apply finishing methods to improve quality and presentation 

Evaluate the standard of their work against criteria
	Students continue and complete project builds 

Teacher modelling of finishing techniques (sanding, smoothing edges) 

Focus on improving accuracy, neatness and overall presentation 

Self-check using simple success criteria (accuracy, strength, finish) 

Teacher feedback on final improvements 

Written evaluation using structured paragraph prompts
	Sandpaper 

Tools 

Project materials 

Workbook

	English: writing structured evaluations using key vocabulary 

Employability: attention to detail and pride in work 

British Values: responsibility and self-improvement

	Completed project 

Written evaluation 

Teacher observation


	Week 12- Final Assessment and Reflection
	Demonstrate understanding of key joinery skills developed across the unit 

Evaluate own work in detail using appropriate criteria 

Reflect on progress and identify next steps for improvement
	Final practical assessment of completed project 

Teacher assessment using clear criteria (accuracy, joints, finish, safety) 

Whole-class discussion reviewing skills learned (tools, joints, measuring) 

Structured reflection on progress across Autumn term 

Target-setting for next unit (plastering) 

Extended written evaluation (full paragraph response expected)
	Assessment checklist 

Completed projects 

Workbook

	English: extended paragraph writing and reflection 

Employability: self-evaluation and understanding strengths/weaknesses 

British Values: responsibility and aspiration

	Summative: final project + written evaluation 

Teacher feedback 

Targets set for progression


	SPRING 1- Introduction to Brickwork – Materials, Tools and Basic Construction Skills

	Week 13- Introduction to Brickwork & Materials
	Identify common materials used in brickwork (bricks, mortar, aggregates) 

Understand the purpose of brickwork within construction 

Explain the basic properties of materials used
	Teacher input: types of bricks and their uses 

Discussion of where brickwork is used in real-life construction 

Handling and identifying different materials (bricks, sand, cement) 

Explanation of material properties (strength, durability) 

Practical: identifying materials and preparing work area 

Written task explaining types of bricks and their uses
	Brick samples 

Sand/cement examples 

Workbook

	English: explanation writing using construction vocabulary 

Employability: understanding materials and job roles 

British Values: responsibility

	Questioning 

Identification task 
Written explanation


	Week 14- Tools and Equipment in Brickwork
	Identify key bricklaying tools and their uses 

Demonstrate safe handling of equipment 
Explain the importance of correct tool selection
	Teacher modelling of bricklaying tools (trowel, spirit level, line, jointer) 

Explanation of how and when tools are used 

Matching task linking tools to functions 

Practical: handling tools safely and correctly 

Discussion of consequences of incorrect tool use 

Written task describing tools and their purpose
	Bricklaying tools 

Worksheets 

Workbook

	English: development of technical vocabulary 

Employability: safe use of tools and workplace awareness 
British Values: responsibility

	Tool identification 

Observation of safe handling 

Written task


	Week 15- Mixing Mortar and Ratios
	Understand the components of mortar 
Follow a process to mix mortar correctly 

Explain why correct ratios are important
	Teacher modelling of mortar mixing process 

Explanation of ratios (sand to cement) linked to theory SOW 

Demonstration of correct consistency 

Practical: students mix mortar with support 
Discussion of common mistakes (too wet, too dry) 

Written task explaining mixing process and importance of ratios
	Mixing buckets 

Sand and cement 

Workbook

	Maths: ratios and measurement 

English: sequencing and explanation writing 

Employability: following instructions and accuracy 

British Values: responsibility

	Practical mixing 

Written explanation 

Teacher observation


	Week 16- Introduction to Laying Bricks (Basic Technique)
	Understand the basic process of laying bricks 

Demonstrate correct positioning and technique 

Follow a step-by-step process to complete a task
	Teacher modelling of laying a brick (spread, place, tap, check level) 

Breakdown of each stage of the process 

Guided practical: laying bricks with support 

Feedback on positioning and control 

Discussion on accuracy and alignment 

Written task describing the process of laying a brick
	Bricks 

Mortar 

Tools 

Workbook

	Maths: level, alignment and spacing 

English: explanation writing 

Employability: following structured processes 

British Values: responsibility

	Practical observation 

Written task 

Teacher questioning


	Week 17- Developing Accuracy and Alignment
	Improve accuracy when laying bricks 

Use tools to check level and alignment 

Evaluate the quality of own work
	Teacher modelling of improved technique using level and line 

Practical: repeated bricklaying focusing on straight lines and spacing 

Use of spirit level to check work 

Peer comparison of work quality 

Teacher-led discussion on improvement 

Written reflection explaining strengths and areas for development
	Bricks 

Spirit levels 

Tools 

Workbook

	Maths: measurement, level and spacing 

English: reflective paragraph writing 

Employability: quality control and self-improvement 

British Values: responsibility

	Practical improvement 

Peer discussion 

Written reflection


	Week 18- Introduction to Brick Bonds (Stretcher Bond)
	Understand what a brick bond is and why it is used 

Identify features of a stretcher bond 

Begin to apply a basic bonding pattern
	Teacher modelling of stretcher bond pattern 

Explanation of purpose (strength, distribution of weight) 

Visual examples of different bonds 

Guided practical: laying bricks in stretcher bond pattern 

Discussion comparing structured vs unstructured brickwork 

Written paragraph explaining what a bond is and why it is important
	Bricks 

Visual diagrams 

Tools 

Workbook

	Maths: pattern, spacing and alignment 

English: paragraph writing and explanation 

Employability: understanding construction methods 

British Values: responsibility

	Practical task 

Written paragraph 

Teacher observation


	SPRING 2- Brickwork – Construction, Bonding and Project Application

	Week 19- Recap of Brickwork Skills & Setting Out
	Recall key brickwork skills including mixing, laying and alignment 

Understand the importance of setting out before building 

Mark out a basic brickwork layout accurately
	Retrieval starter revisiting key knowledge from Spring 1 (materials, tools, ratios, technique) 

Teacher modelling of setting out a simple brickwork area (measuring, marking lines, spacing) 

Explanation of why setting out is essential before construction begins 

Practical: students measure and mark out a simple layout 

Discussion of common errors and how to avoid them 

Written task explaining the steps involved in setting out
	Tape measures 

String lines 

Bricks 

Workbook

	Maths: measurement, spacing and layout 

English: sequencing and explanation writing 

Employability: planning and preparation 

British Values: responsibility

	Accuracy of layout 

Questioning 

Written explanation


	Week 20- Building Brickwork (Stretcher Bond)
	Apply stretcher bond pattern accurately 

Demonstrate consistent spacing and alignment 

Follow a structured building process
	Teacher modelling of stretcher bond construction with emphasis on consistency 

Demonstration of spacing and alignment techniques 

Practical: students build a short section using stretcher bond 

Ongoing feedback to correct alignment and technique 

Discussion on maintaining consistency across a build 

Written task describing the stretcher bond pattern and its purpose
	Bricks 

Mortar 

Spirit levels 

Workbook

	Maths: pattern, spacing and alignment 

English: explanation writing using key terms 

Employability: attention to detail and consistency 

British Values: responsibility

	Practical work 

Written explanation 

Teacher observation


	Week 21- Developing Height and Structure
	Build brickwork to an increased height safely 

Maintain alignment and level over multiple layers 

Understand how structure affects strength
	Teacher modelling of building upwards and maintaining level 

Explanation of how poor alignment impacts strength 

Practical: students extend their brickwork to multiple layers 

Use of spirit level to check work 

Peer comparison and feedback 

Written paragraph explaining how structure impacts strength
	Bricks 

Levels 

Tools 

Workbook

	Maths: level, measurement and vertical alignment 

English: paragraph writing and explanation 

Employability: quality control and problem-solving 

British Values: responsibility

	Practical accuracy 

Peer feedback 

Written paragraph


	Week 22- Finishing Techniques and Quality Control
	Apply finishing techniques to improve appearance and quality 
Identify strengths and weaknesses in brickwork 

Understand what makes a professional finish
	Teacher modelling of finishing techniques (jointing, smoothing mortar) 

Comparison of high-quality vs poor-quality brickwork 
Practical: students refine and improve their work 

Discussion on standards in the construction industry 

Written evaluation identifying strengths and areas for improvement
	Brickwork examples 

Tools 

Workbook

	English: evaluation writing 

Employability: pride in work and attention to detail 

British Values: responsibility and aspiration

	Practical improvements 

Written evaluation 
Teacher feedback


	Week 23- Brickwork Project (Application Task)
	Apply brickwork skills to complete a structured task 

Work with increased independence 

Follow a sequence from planning to completion
	Introduction to project task (small wall or structured build) 

Teacher modelling of expectations and process 

Students plan their approach before starting 

Practical: begin project build 

Ongoing teacher feedback and correction 

Written log describing progress and challenges
	Bricks 

Mortar 

Tools 

Workbook

	Maths: applying measurement and planning 

English: recording progress in written form 

Employability: independence, organisation and resilience 

British Values: responsibility
	Practical progress 

Written log 

Teacher observation


	Week 24- Final Project Completion & Evaluation
	Complete a brickwork project to a basic standard 

Evaluate own work using appropriate criteria 

Reflect on progress across the unit
	Students complete project builds 

Teacher assessment of final work (accuracy, alignment, finish) 

Whole-class discussion reviewing key skills developed 

Structured written evaluation (paragraphs expected) 

Reflection on strengths and next steps
	Completed projects 

Assessment checklist 

Workbook

	English: extended paragraph writing and evaluation 

Employability: self-evaluation and understanding quality standards 
British Values: responsibility and aspiration

	Summative: final project + written evaluation 

Teacher feedback 

Targets for improvement


	SUMMER 1 and 2- Multi-Trade Skills and Final Construction Project

	Week 25- Introduction to Plumbing Systems
	Identify basic plumbing components and tools 

Understand how simple plumbing systems work 

Explain health and safety considerations in plumbing
	Teacher input on plumbing systems (pipes, fittings, flow) 

Demonstration of plumbing tools and components 

Discussion of where plumbing is used in real life 

Practical: assembling basic pipe connections (where possible) 

Scenario discussion around leaks and faults 

Written task explaining how a simple plumbing system works
	Pipes and fittings 

Plumbing tools 

Workbook

	Maths: measurement and sizing 

English: explanation writing 

Employability: practical awareness and problem-solving 

British Values: responsibility

	Practical task 

Written explanation 

Teacher observation


	Week 26- Painting and Decorating
	Understand surface preparation for painting 

Demonstrate basic painting techniques 

Explain why preparation affects quality
	Teacher modelling of preparation (cleaning, sanding, taping edges) 

Demonstration of painting techniques (even coverage, brush control) 

Practical: students paint prepared surfaces 
Discussion of good vs poor finish 

Written paragraph explaining importance of preparation
	Paint 

Brushes 

Surfaces 

Workbook

	English: paragraph writing 

Employability: attention to detail and quality 

British Values: responsibility

	Practical work 

Written paragraph 

Teacher feedback


	Week 27- Electrical Basics
	Understand basic electrical components and safety 

Identify simple circuits 
Explain risks associated with electrical work
	Teacher input from theory SOW on circuits and safety 

Identification of components (wires, switches, sockets) 

Demonstration of simple circuit setup (if applicable) 

Discussion of electrical hazards 

Written task explaining basic circuit and safety
	Electrical components 

Diagrams 

Workbook

	English: explanation writing 

Employability: safety awareness 

British Values: rule of law and responsibility

	Identification task 
Written explanation 

Teacher questioning


	Week 28- Plastering Skills (Refresher and Application)
	Recall key plastering techniques 

Apply plaster to improve surface finish 
Evaluate quality of plastering work
	Retrieval of plastering knowledge from Spring 

Teacher modelling of technique 

Practical: applying plaster 

Comparison of finishes 

Written reflection on quality and improvements
	Plastering tools 

Boards 

Workbook

	English: reflective writing 

Employability: improving practical skills 

British Values: responsibility

	Practical task 

Written reflection 
Teacher feedback


	Week 29- Tiling and Surface Finishing
	Understand basic tiling techniques 

Demonstrate safe use of tools 

Explain importance of accuracy and spacing
	Teacher modelling of tiling process 

Demonstration of spacing and alignment 

Practical: laying simple tiles 

Discussion of common mistakes 

Written paragraph explaining tiling process
	Tiles 

Adhesive 

Tools 

Workbook

	Maths: spacing and measurement 

English: explanation writing 

Employability: precision and care 

British Values: responsibility
	Practical task 

Written paragraph 

Teacher observation


	Week 30- Paving and Groundwork Basics
	Understand basic principles of paving and groundwork 

Identify tools and materials used 

Explain importance of preparation and level
	Teacher input on groundwork and paving 

Demonstration of preparation (levelling, base) 

Practical: simple groundwork task 

Discussion on drainage and level 

Written explanation
	Materials 

Tools 

Workbook

	Maths: level and measurement 

English: explanation writing 

Employability: planning and preparation 

British Values: responsibility
	Practical work 

Written explanation 

Teacher feedback


	FINAL PROJECT PHASE

	Week 31- Project Introduction and Planning
	Understand requirements of final construction project 

Plan a sequence of tasks 

Select appropriate materials and methods
	Teacher modelling of project expectations 
Students plan project using knowledge from all trades 

Discussion of approach and materials 

Written plan outlining steps
	Project brief 

Workbook

	
	Planning task 

Teacher feedback


	Week 32–34 – Project Build
	Apply a range of construction skills independently 

Work safely and efficiently 

Solve problems during practical work
	Students complete project builds 

Teacher guidance and feedback 

Ongoing evaluation and correction 

Written logs documenting progress

	Materials 

Tools 

Workbook

	
	Practical progress 

Written logs 

Teacher observation


	Week 35–36 – Final Assessment and Evaluation
	Complete project to a basic standard 

Evaluate own work in detail 

Reflect on skills developed across the year
	Completion of project 

Teacher assessment 

Whole-class reflection 

Extended written evaluation (paragraphs expected)

	Completed project 

Workbook

	English: extended evaluation writing 

Employability: self-reflection and improvement 

British Values: responsibility and aspiration

	Summative: final project + evaluation

	Evaluation

The Construction curriculum has been designed as a cohesive and progressive programme that integrates both theoretical knowledge and practical application. By merging previously separate theory and practical schemes of work, the curriculum now provides a clear and structured learning journey, enabling students to develop a secure understanding of construction principles alongside the skills required to apply them in a workshop environment.
In the Autumn term, students are introduced to the foundations of construction through a focus on health and safety, materials, tools and basic joinery skills. This ensures that all learners, regardless of prior experience, develop a clear understanding of safe working practices and begin to build confidence in using tools and materials. The structured progression from knowledge acquisition to practical application allows students to develop accuracy, control and an understanding of quality within their work.
During the Spring term, the curriculum builds on these foundations through the introduction of brickwork. Students develop an understanding of materials, ratios and structural techniques before applying these skills in increasingly independent practical tasks. The focus on accuracy, alignment and structure allows students to see the direct impact of their knowledge on the quality of their work. Opportunities for evaluation and reflection are embedded throughout, enabling students to identify strengths and areas for development.
The Summer term broadens students’ experience through exposure to a range of construction trades, including plumbing, decorating, electrical work, plastering, tiling and paving. This multi-trade approach allows students to develop a wider understanding of the construction industry and supports informed decision-making regarding future pathways. The curriculum culminates in a final project, where students are required to apply a range of skills independently, demonstrating their ability to plan, execute and evaluate a construction task.
A key strength of the curriculum is the consistent integration of literacy and numeracy skills. Students are regularly required to explain processes, evaluate their work and reflect on their progress through structured written tasks, progressing from simple responses to more developed paragraph writing over time. Mathematical skills are embedded through measurement, ratios, alignment and spatial awareness, ensuring that learning is both relevant and transferable.
Importantly, the curriculum has been designed with flexibility in mind. While the sequence provides a clear and logical progression from foundational skills to more complex applications, the order of units can be adapted to suit the needs, interests and dynamics of different cohorts. For example, trades such as brickwork, plastering or multi-trade units can be delivered earlier or later in the year depending on student engagement, behaviour, or vocational interest. This ensures that the curriculum remains responsive and relevant, whilst maintaining its core intent and progression.
Assessment is ongoing and embedded throughout the curriculum, incorporating teacher observation, practical outcomes and written evidence. This allows for continuous monitoring of student progress and ensures that both knowledge and skills are being developed effectively. The inclusion of a final project provides a meaningful opportunity for students to demonstrate their learning in a practical context.
Overall, the Construction curriculum demonstrates a clear intent to develop both technical skill and underpinning knowledge, strong implementation through structured and consistent delivery, and measurable impact in students’ ability to work safely, apply practical skills and reflect on their learning. The flexible yet coherent design ensures that it can be adapted to meet the needs of learners while maintaining high expectations and clear progression.
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