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Scheme of Work- English KS3                                         

Practitioner/s: Jess Smith/ Antony Maynard                 

	Course/Subject: 
KS3 English
	No. of Weeks: 
35- 39



	Week
	Learning Outcomes

	Content / Teaching & Learning Activities 

	Resources/
Teaching Aids
	(References to Employability and British Values)
	Assessment Strategies
Formative & Summative (feedback)

	
Autumn 1- All About Me (Identity and Poetry)

	Week 1- Introduction to Identity & Baseline
	Understand the concept of identity (personal, social, cultural) 

Begin to express ideas about self in spoken and written form 

Establish classroom routines and expectations for English

	Icebreakers and structured discussion: “What makes you you?” 

Introduction to identity (mind maps, prompts, visuals) 

Create “My Learning Passport” (interests, strengths, goals) 

Baseline writing task: short paragraph about themselves 

Model examples of simple descriptive writing

	Identity prompt sheets / mind map templates 

Sentence starters and scaffolded writing frames 

Visual prompts (images representing identity) 


	PSHE link: self-awareness, personal strengths 


British Values: individual liberty

	Formative: questioning, discussion, baseline paragraph 

Summative: baseline writing (used for starting point, not graded)


	Week 2- Introduction to Poetry & Expression
	Understand what poetry is and how it can express ideas and feelings 

Identify basic poetic features (line breaks, repetition, simple imagery) 

Begin to experiment with writing creatively

	Explore simple poems linked to identity 

Teacher modelling: how to read and interpret a poem 

Identify features (repetition, descriptive words) 

Guided writing: short poem about self (structured scaffold) 

Read aloud and share (optional for confidence building)

	Model poems (accessible, identity-focused) 

Highlighters for annotation 

Writing frames (fill-in-the-gap poem structures) 

SEND support: word banks, visual prompts

	PSHE link: self-awareness, personal strengths 


British Values: individual liberty

	Formative: annotation task, verbal responses, guided poem writing 

Summative: none this week


	Week 3- Developing Poetic Techniques
	Use descriptive language to express ideas 

Begin to use basic techniques (adjectives, repetition, simple imagery) 

Develop confidence in structuring short pieces of writing

	Recap poetry features 

Introduce descriptive language (adjectives, expanded noun phrases) 

Model writing a short poem step-by-step 

Independent writing: identity poem 

Peer discussion: what works well and why

	Word banks (emotions, personality traits) 

Model examples (WAGOLL) 

Sentence scaffolds 

Visual prompts

	
	Formative: teacher circulation, questioning, peer feedback 

Summative: short written poem (checkpoint piece)


	Week 4- Structuring Extended Writing (“All About Me”)
	Organise ideas into a structured paragraph 

Write with increasing clarity and detail 

Link ideas logically

	Transition from poetry → structured writing 

Model: turning ideas into paragraphs 

Teach paragraph structure (simple opening, detail, closing) 
Guided writing: “All About Me” draft 

Focus on clarity, punctuation, and sentence structure

	Paragraph writing frames 

Model paragraph (WAGOLL) 

Checklist for success criteria 

SPaG reminders

	
	Formative: live marking, verbal feedback, questioning 

Summative: draft paragraph (used for improvement next lesson)


	Week 5- Editing & Improving Writing
	Identify and correct basic spelling and punctuation errors 

Improve writing through editing and redrafting 

Reflect on own work

	Teach editing skills (spelling, punctuation, clarity) 

Introduce marking codes (sp, punctuation, etc.) 

DIRT lesson (improve previous work) 

Peer review using checklist 

Teacher modelling of improvements

	Editing checklists 

Green pens (or marking system) 

Example “before and after” work 

Dictionaries / word mats

	
	Formative: peer assessment, teacher feedback 

Summative: improved draft ready for final submission


	Week 6- Final Assessment: Identity Profile
	Produce a structured piece of extended writing 

Apply descriptive language and organisation skills 

Demonstrate progress from baseline

	Recap key skills (structure, description, clarity) 

Final independent write: “All About Me” profile 

Quiet exam-style conditions 
Optional extension: creative element (title, presentation)

	Writing checklist 

Success criteria 

Scaffold (if required for SEND)

	
	Formative: final check-ins before writing 

Summative: 

End of half-term assessment: “All About Me” written profile 
Compared against baseline to show progress


	Autumn 2- War & Conflict (WW1, WW2 & Non-Fiction Writing)

	Week 7- Introduction to War & Context (WW1)
	Understand basic context of WW1 

Recognise how historical events influence writing 

Develop empathy and awareness of real-world issues

	Intro to WW1 (timeline, key facts, visuals) 

Discussion: “What is war? What are the impacts?” 

Explore short extracts/poems from WW1 

Vocabulary focus (conflict, soldier, trenches, etc.) 

Retrieval quiz from prior learning (routine embedded)

	WW1 images/videos (age-appropriate) 

Short extracts/poems 

Vocabulary banks 


	PSHE link: understanding conflict, empathy 

British Values: respect, tolerance

	Formative: questioning, discussion, retrieval quiz 

Summative: none


	Week 8- War Poetry & Language
	Identify how language is used to convey emotion 

Recognise poetic techniques (imagery, repetition, tone) 

Begin to analyse simple texts

	Read and annotate a WW1 poem 

Teacher modelling of annotation 

Identify key words and emotional impact 

Guided questions: What does the poet want us to feel? 

Short written response (sentence level)

	Printed poem extracts 

Annotation tools (highlighters) 

Sentence starters 

Visual prompts

	SMSC: reflection on historical events and human impact
	Formative: annotation, questioning, short written responses 

Summative: none


	Week 9- Diary Writing (WW1 Soldier Perspective)
	Understand writing from a specific perspective 

Use descriptive language to convey thoughts and feelings 

Structure writing in a logical sequence

	Explore diary format (features, tone, first person) 

Model writing from a soldier’s perspective 

Plan ideas (thoughts, feelings, setting) 

Write a diary entry from WW1

	Model diary extract 

Writing frames and scaffolds 

Vocabulary banks (emotions, setting) 

SEND support: sentence starters

	SMSC: reflection on historical events and human impact
	Formative: planning, teacher feedback during writing 

Summative: diary entry (checkpoint piece)


	Week 10- Transition to WW2 & Media
	Understand differences between WW1 and WW2 
Recognise how media is used to influence people 
Identify purpose and audience

	Intro to WW2 (key facts, comparisons to WW1) 

Explore propaganda posters 

Discussion: Who is this aimed at? Why? 

Identify persuasive techniques (simple level) 

Group analysis task

	WW2 propaganda posters 

Comparison charts (WW1 vs WW2) 

Question prompts 

British Values: critical thinking, influence

	British Values: respect, tolerance, critical thinking about media
	Formative: questioning, group discussion, analysis task 

Summative: none


	Week 11- Writing a News Article (WW3 Scenario)
	Understand features of a news article (headline, facts, structure) 

Write for a clear audience and purpose 

Use formal tone and factual language

	Introduce news article structure 

Analyse model example 

Plan a “WW3” news article (creative but structured) 

Draft writing focusing on facts and clarity

	Model article (WAGOLL) 
Planning templates 

Writing frames 

Vocabulary banks (formal tone)

	Careers: journalism, communication, writing for audience
	Formative: planning, draft writing, teacher feedback 

Summative: draft article ready for improvement


	Week 12- Editing, Redrafting & Final Assessment
	Edit and improve writing for accuracy and clarity 

Apply knowledge of structure, tone, and purpose 

Produce a final polished piece of writing

	Editing lesson (SPaG focus, clarity, structure) 

Peer assessment using checklist 

Teacher modelling improvements 

Final independent write (exam-style conditions)

	Editing checklist 

Success criteria 

Green pens / marking system 

Model improved example

	Careers: journalism, communication, writing for audience
	Formative: peer and teacher feedback 

Summative: 
End of half-term assessment: WW3 News Article


	Spring 1- Of Mice and Men – Context, Character & Theme

	Week 13- Context: The American Dream & The Great Depression
	Understand the historical context of Of Mice and Men (Great Depression, American Dream) 

Explain how context influences characters and events 

Develop reading and discussion skills

	Introduction to 1930s America (poverty, migration, lack of opportunity) 

Discussion: What is the American Dream? Does everyone get equal opportunities? 

Explore key vocabulary (dream, ambition, inequality, hardship) 

Read opening extract and identify first impressions 

Retrieval starter linking to prior knowledge (structure/routines embedded)

	Context slides (images, simplified facts) 

Extract from Chapter 1 

Vocabulary banks 

Visual timeline of the Great Depression

	Equality of opportunity and social mobility 

Aspirations and goal setting 

Understanding barriers individuals may face in life

	Formative: questioning, discussion, exit ticket (What is the American Dream?) 

Summative: none


	Week 14- Setting & Symbolism
	Identify how setting is created through language 

Understand symbolism (e.g. Garden of Eden) 

Use evidence from the text to support ideas

	Close reading of opening setting description 

Teacher modelling of annotation (language + symbolism) 

Explore symbolism of nature vs reality 

Role-on-the-wall for characters (linking to environment) 

Short written response: How does Steinbeck present the setting?

	Annotated model extract 
Highlighters for key language 
Symbolism prompt sheet 
Sentence starters

	Understanding environment and its impact on wellbeing 
Safe vs unsafe environments 

Reflecting on how surroundings influence behaviour and choices

	Formative: annotation, questioning, short written paragraph 

Summative: none


	Week 15- Chapter 1 Reading & Comprehension
	Develop reading fluency and comprehension 

Identify key plot points and character relationships 

Build confidence in retrieving information from a text

	Guided reading of Chapter 1 

Pause and discuss key moments 

Vocabulary clarification throughout 

Comprehension questions (literal and inferential) 

Recap activity to reinforce understanding

	Copies of text / extracts 

Comprehension worksheets 

Vocabulary lists 

Whiteboard recap tasks

	Friendship and responsibility (George and Lennie relationship) 

Understanding differences and additional needs 
Respect and empathy towards others

	Formative: questioning, comprehension tasks, recap quiz 

Summative: none


	Week 16- Language Analysis: George & Lennie
	Analyse how language presents characters 

Use subject terminology (adjectives, verbs, similes, metaphors) 

Make simple inferences about characters

	Extract analysis focusing on George and Lennie 

Teacher modelling of analytical writing (PEE/PEEL structure) 

Identify key quotes and discuss meaning 

Guided writing: character paragraph 

Vocabulary upgrade task

	Annotated extract 

Quote bank 

Sentence stems for analysis 

Model paragraph (WAGOLL)

	Understanding relationships and roles within friendships 

Responsibility and care for others 

Recognising strengths and vulnerabilities in individuals

	Formative: guided paragraph, questioning, verbal responses 

Summative: assessed analytical paragraph (checkpoint)


	Week 17- Chapter 2 & Character Development
	Identify new characters and their roles 

Understand hierarchy and power within the ranch 

Compare characters using evidence

	Guided reading of Chapter 2 

Introduce key characters (Curley, Slim, Candy, etc.) 

Discuss hierarchy and power dynamics 

Comparison task: characters and their status 

Structured writing: comparing two characters

	Character profiles 

Comparison grids 

Extracts 

Visual hierarchy diagram

	Power, control and fairness in social groups 

Recognising inequality and discrimination 

Respectful relationships and behaviour

	Formative: discussion, comparison tasks, questioning 

Summative: structured comparison paragraph


	Week 18- Curley’s Wife: Language, Context & Assessment
	Analyse how a character is presented through language and context 

Understand themes of loneliness and gender roles 

Write an extended analytical response

	Focused extract on Curley’s Wife 

Discussion: representation of women in 1930s society 

Annotation of key language and connotations 

Review of key themes (loneliness, dreams, power) 
Extended writing task (assessment) 

Retrieval quiz to consolidate unit knowledge

	Extracts 

Quote bank 

Writing frame (if needed) 
Knowledge organiser

	Gender roles and stereotypes 

Loneliness and isolation 

Respect, equality, and understanding others’ experiences

	Formative: annotation, discussion, quiz 

Summative: 
Half-term assessment: Extended analytical response (Curley’s Wife)


	Spring 2- Persuasive Writing

	Week 19- Audience, Purpose & Tone + Intro to Persuasion
	Understand audience, purpose and tone (APT) and how they shape writing 

Identify persuasive intent in a range of texts 

Adapt language choices depending on audience

	Retrieval starter (link to prior writing skills) 

Direct teaching of APT with clear examples (formal/informal tone) 

Explore real-life persuasive texts (adverts, school posters, letters) 

Annotate texts to identify APT 

Guided task: rewrite a message for different audiences (e.g. student vs teacher) 

Mini write: short persuasive message based on a school issue

	Model texts (adverts, posters, letters) 

APT scaffold sheet 

Sentence starters and tone word bank 

Visual prompts

	British Values – Democracy: understanding how communication is used to influence opinions and decisions 

PSHE –Communication skills: adapting tone appropriately depending on situation 

Media awareness: recognising persuasive intent in everyday life (advertising, social media)

	Formative: questioning, annotation, mini writing task 

Summative: none


	Week 20- DAFOREST Techniques
	Identify and explain persuasive techniques (DAFOREST) 

Understand the impact of language choices on the reader 

Use persuasive techniques in short pieces of writing

	Introduce DAFOREST explicitly 

Teacher modelling of identifying techniques in a text 

Annotation task: label persuasive techniques 

Guided practice: build sentences using specific techniques 

Write a short persuasive paragraph using at least 3 techniques

	DAFOREST display and prompt sheet 

Annotated model text 

Technique checklist 

Sentence scaffolds

	British Values – Individual Liberty: expressing personal opinions confidently 

PSHE – Media literacy: recognising manipulation and bias in persuasive language 

Online safety: understanding how language can influence behaviour (ads, influencers, etc.)

	Formative: annotation, questioning, sentence creation 

Summative: persuasive paragraph (checkpoint piece)


	Week 21- Structuring a Persuasive Argument
	Understand how to structure a persuasive text effectively
 
Organise ideas into logical paragraphs 

Develop clear, reasoned arguments

	Teach persuasive structure (clear opening, argument points, conclusion) 

Model a structured persuasive response 

Planning activity based on a relevant topic (e.g. school rules, environment) 

Guided writing of structured paragraphs 

Focus on linking ideas clearly

	Planning templates 

Model persuasive text (WAGOLL) 

Paragraph scaffolds 

Topic prompts

	British Values – Rule of Law: exploring rules, fairness and reasoning behind decisions 

PSHE – Debate and discussion: forming balanced arguments and justifying opinions 

Respectful communication: learning to disagree appropriately

	Formative: planning, guided writing, questioning 
Summative: structured paragraph (checkpoint)


	Week 22- Writing a Full Persuasive Text
	Apply APT, DAFOREST and structure independently 

Write an extended persuasive piece for a clear audience 

Develop fluency and confidence in writing

	Retrieval of key knowledge (APT + DAFOREST + structure) 

Plan a full persuasive text (speech, letter, or article) 

Teacher modelling of effective introductions and conclusions 
Extended independent writing 

Teacher circulation for live feedback

	Success criteria checklist 
Planning sheets 

Writing frames for support 

Example introductions and conclusions

	British Values – Democracy: using writing to express views and influence change 

PSHE – Active citizenship: understanding how individuals can voice opinions on real-world issues 

Confidence building: expressing ideas clearly and assertively

	Formative: planning, drafting, teacher feedback 

Summative: full draft persuasive text


	Week 23- Editing, Redrafting & Final Assessment
	Edit writing to improve accuracy, clarity and impact 

Reflect on strengths and areas for development 

Produce a polished final piece of writing

	Editing lesson focusing on SPaG and clarity 

Introduce marking codes and improvement strategies 
Peer assessment using checklist 

DIRT (improve previous work) 

Final independent write under exam-style conditions

	Editing checklist 

Marking codes (sp, punctuation, etc.) 

Model improved example 
Green pens / feedback system

	British Values – Mutual Respect & Tolerance: ensuring persuasive writing is respectful and appropriate 

PSHE – Self-reflection: recognising how to improve work over time 

Responsibility: understanding the impact language can have on others

	Formative: peer/self-assessment, teacher feedback 

Summative: 
End of unit assessment: Final persuasive text


	Summer 1- Creative Writing – Heroes & Villains

	

Week 24- What Makes a Hero?
	Identify key characteristics of a hero 

Understand how writers present characters 

Begin to develop character ideas

	Retrieval starter (recap prior writing skills) 

Discussion: What is a hero? (real vs fictional) 

Explore examples of heroes (film, literature, real life) 

Create a hero profile (traits, background, motivations) 

Introduce descriptive language for character creation

	Character prompt sheets 

Visual stimuli (heroes from media) 

Word banks (positive traits, personality) 

Character profile templates

	British Values – Individual Liberty: exploring personal values and positive role models 

PSHE – Identity & values: what qualities we admire and why 

Role models: understanding positive influence and aspiration

	Formative: questioning, discussion, character profile task 

Summative: none


	Week 25- What Makes a Villain?
	Identify characteristics of a villain 

Understand motivations behind negative behaviour 

Compare heroes and villains

	Discussion: What makes someone a villain? 

Explore examples of villains (fictional and real-world behaviours) 

Compare hero vs villain traits 

Create a villain profile (appearance, motives, backstory) 

Introduce more complex vocabulary (sinister, manipulative, ruthless)

	Character comparison grids 

Visual prompts 

Vocabulary banks 

Model descriptions

	British Values – Rule of Law: understanding right vs wrong and consequences of actions 

PSHE – Behaviour & choices: exploring motivations behind negative behaviour 

Moral reasoning: recognising consequences and responsibility

	Formative: discussion, comparison task, questioning 

Summative: character profile (checkpoint)


	Week 26- Show, Don’t Tell
	Understand the difference between “telling” and “showing” 

Use descriptive techniques to convey emotion 

Improve sentence construction

	Model examples of “tell vs show” 

Identify techniques (actions, dialogue, sensory detail) 

Rewrite simple sentences using “show, don’t tell” 

Guided practice → independent sentence writing 

Focus on expanding and improving sentences

	Model examples (before/after) 

Sentence scaffolds 

Word banks (emotions/actions) 

Visual prompts

	British Values – Mutual Respect: expressing emotions appropriately through communication 

PSHE – Emotional literacy: recognising and describing feelings 

Self-expression: developing confidence in communicating ideas

	Formative: rewrite tasks, questioning, sentence work 

Summative: short descriptive paragraph


	Week 27- Building a Scene (Setting & Conflict)
	Create a clear setting using sensory language 
Understand how conflict drives a narrative 

Develop descriptive paragraphs

	Teach sensory description (see, hear, feel) 

Introduce conflict (problem or challenge in a story) 

Model a scene with setting + conflict 

Guided writing: build a scene involving hero and villain 

Focus on atmosphere and tension

	Setting prompts/images 

Sensory word banks 

Model paragraph 

Writing frames

	British Values – Individual Liberty & Responsibility: exploring choices characters make 

PSHE – Conflict resolution: understanding challenges and responses 

Decision making: consequences of actions

	Formative: guided writing, questioning, peer discussion 

Summative: descriptive scene paragraph


	Week 28- Writing the Hero vs Villain Story
	Structure a narrative (beginning, middle, end) 
Combine character, setting, and conflict 

Write an extended creative piece

	Recap all skills (character, show don’t tell, setting, conflict) 

Plan a full story (hero vs villain narrative) 

Model story structure 

Extended independent writing 

Teacher feedback during writing

	Story planning templates 
Success criteria checklist 
Writing frames (if needed) 

Model narrative

	British Values – Democracy & Individual Voice: expressing ideas creatively 

PSHE – Identity & storytelling: exploring personal ideas through narrative 

Confidence & resilience: completing extended work

	Formative: planning, drafting, teacher feedback 

Summative: full draft story


	Week 29- Editing, Improving & Final Write
	Edit and improve writing for accuracy and quality 

Reflect on strengths and areas for development 

Produce a polished final narrative

	Editing lesson (SPaG, vocabulary improvement) 

Peer assessment using checklist 

DIRT (improve previous work) 

Teacher modelling improvements 
Final independent write (exam-style conditions)

	Editing checklist 

Marking codes 

Model improved paragraph 

Green pens / feedback system

	British Values – Mutual Respect & Tolerance: reflecting on how characters treat others 

PSHE – Self-reflection: recognising progress and areas to improve 
Responsibility: taking ownership of work and outcomes

	Formative: peer/self-assessment, teacher feedback 

Summative: 
End of unit assessment: Final Hero vs Villain story


	Summer 2- Myths & Legends

	Week 30- What Are Myths & Legends?
	Understand the key features of myths and legends 

Recognise common themes (heroes, gods, morality, lessons) 

Identify the purpose of mythological storytelling

	Retrieval starter (link to heroes & villains unit) 

Introduction to myths and legends from different cultures 

Explore short examples (Greek, Norse, etc.) 

Identify common features (quests, gods, lessons, conflict) 

Discussion: Why do
cultures tell stories like this? 
Create a features checklist

	Short myth extracts 

Visual prompts (gods, creatures, symbols) 

Feature checklist template 

Vocabulary banks

	British Values – Mutual Respect & Tolerance: exploring stories from different cultures and belief systems 

PSHE – Cultural awareness: understanding how traditions and stories shape identity 

Respect for diversity: valuing different perspectives and histories

	Formative: questioning, discussion, feature identification 

Summative: none


	Week 31- Heroes, Gods & Creatures
	Identify archetypal characters in myths 

Understand character roles and symbolism 
Develop character creation skills

	Explore common archetypes (hero, villain, god, creature) 

Analyse examples from myths 
Discuss symbolism (e.g. gods representing ideas/powers) 

Create original myth characters (hero + creature/god) 

Develop backstories and traits

	Character templates 

Mythology examples 

Vocabulary banks 

Visual prompts

	British Values – Individual Liberty: exploring identity through character creation 
PSHE – Values and beliefs: how characters represent morals and ideas 

Role models: understanding positive and negative influences

	Formative: discussion, character creation task 
Summative: character profile (checkpoint)


	Week 32- Myth Settings & Atmosphere
	Create vivid settings using descriptive language 

Understand how atmosphere enhances storytelling 

Use sensory detail effectively

	Explore examples of myth settings (mountains, underworlds, oceans) 

Model descriptive writing using sensory language 

Identify how atmosphere is created (word choice, imagery) 

Guided writing: describe a myth setting 

Focus on building tension and mood

	Setting images/prompts 

Sensory word banks 

Model descriptions 

Sentence scaffolds

	British Values – Mutual Respect: considering how environments impact behaviour 

PSHE – Emotional awareness: linking setting to mood and feelings 

Self-expression: communicating ideas creatively

	Formative: descriptive writing, questioning, peer feedback 

Summative: descriptive setting paragraph


	Week 33- Quest & Conflict
	Understand narrative structure (quest/problem/resolution) 
Develop ideas for conflict within a story 

Plan a structured narrative

	Teach structure of myths (journey, challenge, resolution) 
Explore examples of quests and conflicts 

Discussion: What makes a story engaging? 

Plan a myth (characters, setting, conflict, resolution) 

Teacher modelling of planning

	Story planning templates 
Example myth structures 
Prompt sheets 

Visual story maps

	British Values – Rule of Law: understanding consequences of actions within narratives 

PSHE – Problem solving: exploring challenges and how they are overcome 

Resilience: recognising perseverance in the face of difficulty

	Formative: planning, questioning, discussion 

Summative: completed story plan


	Week 34- Writing a Myth
	Apply narrative structure independently 

Combine character, setting and conflict 

Write an extended mythological story

	Recap key features (archetypes, setting, structure) 

Begin writing full myth (guided → independent) 

Focus on paragraphing and flow 

Teacher feedback during writing

	Planning sheets 

Success criteria checklist 
Writing frames (if needed) 

Model myth

	British Values – Democracy & Individual Voice: expressing ideas through storytelling 

PSHE – Creativity & identity: using imagination to communicate ideas 

Confidence: developing independence in extended writing

	Formative: drafting, teacher feedback, questioning 

Summative: draft myth


	Week 35- Editing, Performance & Reflection
	Edit and improve writing for clarity and accuracy 
Reflect on personal progress across the year 
Share and present work confidently

	Editing lesson (SPaG, vocabulary, structure) 
Peer assessment using checklist 

DIRT (improve draft) 

Final independent write 

Optional: performance/reading of myths 

Reflection activity: progress from Autumn → Summer

	Editing checklist 

Marking codes 
Reflection prompts 

Model improved work

	
	Formative: peer/self-assessment, teacher feedback 

Summative: 
End of unit assessment: Final myth 
Reflection on progress


	Evaluation



























	The KS3 English curriculum has been designed to provide a clear and progressive journey from foundational literacy skills through to more complex analytical and creative writing. Across the academic year, students have developed confidence in expressing ideas, structuring writing, and engaging with a range of texts and genres.
In Autumn 1, the focus on identity and self-expression enabled students to build confidence in writing and establish key routines. This provided a strong baseline for both literacy skills and engagement. Autumn 2 successfully introduced non-fiction and contextual understanding through the theme of war, allowing students to develop empathy, perspective writing, and an understanding of audience and purpose.
Spring 1 marked a shift towards more analytical reading through Of Mice and Men, where students demonstrated increasing ability to interpret language, explore themes, and use evidence to support ideas. This was further developed in Spring 2, where students applied these skills to persuasive writing, showing improved awareness of audience, purpose, and the impact of language. The structured approach to DAFOREST and argument writing supported clear progression in writing quality.
Summer 1 and Summer 2 provided opportunities for students to consolidate and apply their learning through creative writing. The focus on heroes and villains, followed by myths and legends, enabled students to demonstrate independence in narrative structure, descriptive language, and character development. Students showed clear progress in their ability to sustain extended writing and refine their work through editing and redrafting.
Throughout the curriculum, there has been a consistent emphasis on PSHE and British Values, including identity, respect, equality, and communication. These themes have been embedded naturally within lessons, supporting both personal development and engagement.
Assessment has been regular and purposeful, with a balance of formative strategies (questioning, annotation, peer/self-assessment) and summative tasks at key points. This has allowed for ongoing monitoring of progress and targeted support where needed.
Moving forward, development areas include continuing to strengthen consistency in extended writing, further embedding vocabulary development, and increasing opportunities for independent application of skills across all units. There is also scope to further stretch higher-ability students through more complex analytical tasks and reduced scaffolding over time.
Overall, the curriculum demonstrates a clear intent, coherent implementation, and measurable impact on students’ literacy, confidence, and engagement in English.
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