NOCN Level 1 – Personal Budgeting Scheme of Work (Weeks 1–10)
	Week
	Learning Outcomes / Key Knowledge
	Practical / Workshop Skills
	Teaching & Learning Activities (Starter–Core–Reflection)

	Cross-Curricular Links
	Assessment & Differentiation (Emerging → Mastery)

	Week 1
	• Understand what a budget is and why it is important.
• Recognise the difference between income and expenditure.
	Identifying income sources; Recognising essential vs non-essential spending.
	Starter: Quiz on income vs expenditure.

Core: Group brainstorm of income/expenses, categorising needs/wants.

Reflection: Learners record two things they spend money on.

	Math’s: categorising numbers; PSHE: personal responsibility; English: discussion writing.
	Formative: tutor observation.

Summative: completed categorisation worksheet.

Differentiation – 

Emerging: supported examples. 

Developing: partial independence. 

Secure: confident categorisation; 

Mastery: extended examples with reasoning.


	Week 2
	• Identify different sources of personal income.
• Recognise benefits and challenges of each source.
	Exploring wages, benefits, gifts, allowances.
	Starter: Word storm – 'Where does money come from?'

Core: Case study cards of income sources.

Reflection: Learners write one new thing learned.

	PSHE: social awareness; Math’s: comparison tables.
	Formative: tutor questioning.

Summative: completed income source cards.
Differentiation – 

Emerging: scaffolded cards. 

Developing: guided independence. 

Secure: confident identification. 

Mastery: extended comparison with advantages/disadvantages.


	Week 3
	• Identify types of expenditure (fixed, variable, discretionary).
• Recognise impact of poor money management.
	Sorting expenses; Scenario analysis of financial problems.
	Starter: Sorting game – fixed vs variable expenses.

Core: Analyse case studies of poor money management.

Reflection: Learners record one way to avoid financial difficulties.

	Math’s: categorisation; English: reflective writing; PSHE: decision making.
	Formative: group discussion.

Summative: expense sorting worksheet.

Differentiation – 

Emerging: scaffolded sorting. 

Developing: guided independence. 

Secure: confident categorisation; 

Mastery: extended case study analysis.


	Week 4
	• Understand importance of record-keeping.
• Recognise tools for tracking spending.
	Using spreadsheets; Completing budgeting logs.
	Starter: Discussion on 'Why track money?'

Core: Practice entering income/expenses into a log.

Reflection: Learners identify one benefit of record keeping.

	ICT: spreadsheets; Math’s: data entry; PSHE: organisation.
	Formative: tutor observation.

Summative: completed budgeting log.

Differentiation – 

Emerging: scaffolded log template. 

Developing: guided independence. 

Secure: confident completion. 

Mastery: extended with graphs or digital tools.


	Week 5
	• Understand how to create a simple personal budget.
• Identify balance between income and expenditure.
	Creating sample budgets; Comparing balanced/unbalanced budgets.
	Starter: Budget quiz.

Core: Learners complete a budget for a given scenario.

Reflection: Share whether budget balanced and why.

	Math’s: calculation; ICT: spreadsheets; PSHE: financial responsibility.
	Formative: tutor feedback.

Summative: completed budget worksheet.

Differentiation – 

Emerging: supported calculations. 

Developing: guided independence. 

Secure: confident budget. 

Mastery: extended with alternative scenarios.


	Week 6
	• Apply budgeting skills to personal circumstances.
• Recognise challenges in sticking to a budget.
	Drafting personal budgets; Group discussion of challenges.
	Starter: Reflection on personal spending habits.

Core: Create draft personal budgets.

Reflection: Learners identify one personal challenge in budgeting.

	Math’s: calculations; English: reflective writing; PSHE: personal wellbeing.
	Formative: tutor observation.

Summative: personal budget drafts.

Differentiation – 

Emerging: scaffolded draft. 

Developing: guided independence. 

Secure: confident draft. 

Mastery: extended with SMART targets for improvement.


	Week 7
	• Understand concept of saving.
• Recognise benefits of saving money regularly.
	Creating savings goals; Scenario analysis of saving.
	Starter: Quiz on saving myths.

Core: Learners design a savings plan based on a scenario.

Reflection: Record one personal saving goal.

	Math’s: percentages; PSHE: motivation; English: planning.
	Formative: peer/tutor questioning.

Summative: savings plan.

Differentiation – 

Emerging: scaffolded template. 

Developing: guided independence. 

Secure: confident plan. 

Mastery: extended analysis with long-term goals.

	Week 8
	• Identify different types of bank accounts.
• Recognise advantages and disadvantages of each.
	Researching bank accounts; Comparing features.
	Starter: Bank account bingo.

Core: Group research and comparison of account types.

Reflection: Learners record which account might suit them.

	ICT: research; Math’s: comparison tables; PSHE: independence.
	Formative: group work observation.

Summative: completed comparison tables.

Differentiation – 

Emerging: scaffolded examples. 

Developing: partial independence. 

Secure: confident completion. 

Mastery: extended comparisons with digital banking tools.


	Week 9
	• Recognise risks of financial scams and fraud.
• Identify strategies for staying safe.
	Case study analysis; Creating safety posters.
	Starter: True/false quiz on scams.

Core: Analyse case studies of scams/fraud.

Reflection: Learners design posters with safety tips.

	ICT: online safety; PSHE: safeguarding; English: persuasive writing.
	Formative: peer/tutor feedback.

Summative: completed posters.

Differentiation – 

Emerging: scaffolded poster. 

Developing: guided independence. 

Secure: confident poster. 

Mastery: extended digital safety campaign ideas.


	Week 10
	• Review budgeting and money management skills learned.
• Set personal financial goals for the future.
	Self-assessment of skills; Goal-setting workshop.
	Starter: Quiz recap of budgeting concepts.

Core: Learners complete reflection worksheets + goal setting.

Reflection: Share one personal financial goal.

	PSHE: self-reflection; English: reflective writing; Math’s: goal setting.
	Formative: tutor observation.

Summative: reflection worksheets + goals.

Differentiation – 

Emerging: scaffolded reflections. 

Developing: guided independence. 

Secure: confident reflections. 

Mastery: extended SMART financial goals.




