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13th December 2024

Dear Parents/ Carers,

Just like that, we are at the last week of the Autumn term. Thank you so much for all of your support over the last
term. We will share a very short update next week just with some pictures and notes from the Christmas activities
next week.

What have we been up to this week?

As you know, Ofsted have been to see us this week. Our children were fantastic. I can’t share details of the report
yet but I can say that inspectors commented positively about how respectful your children were around the school
and in lessons. They were a credit to you this week.

The Scouts held their Christmas Fair in school this week. It is always lovely to spend time with the children and look
at all the crafts they have made. My baubles are already on the tree at home. Thank you to our fantastic volunteers
who do such a great job with the young people who participate in Squirrels, Beavers, Cubs or Scouts.

All our primary children visited the pantomime this week, they were a credit to the school and they had a truly
fantastic time. It is activities like this that are always so special in a school at this time of year. We have since
received an email from Lowther Pavillion staff who have commented positively about the children behaviour and said
“they are a real credit to your school”.

Year 11 Geographers have been to Liverpool on a field trip this week, they even got good weather for it. The children
were a credit to the academy and once again made us proud.

Talking of doing us proud, our musicians were absolutely brilliant at the Blackpool Music Service Christmas Festival
at the Winter Gardens on Tuesday, we had instrument players and choirists galore from Unity. This is a truly magical
event and one which we are very proud to take part in. Your children were amazing, as were the staff who supported
them.

A number of our primary children have completed their Diana Award
training this week becoming Anti Bullying Ambassadors in the
process. Well done to all the children who have taken part and are
wearing their badges with pride.

I know Y10 food students got a mention last week but I forgot to
credit our Y9 food students who made the most amazing quiches last week. Our Y10 students have been making
chocolate bread this week - which whilst not helping the waistline whilst on duty, did taste really good!
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New Messages

Holiday Meal Vouchers (All Parents/ Carers)

We will begin issuing these next week, please keep a close eye on emails and text messages, if you don’t hear
anything by Friday, please let us know.

Being a Parent Course (All Parents/ Carers)

I have been asked to share the flyer at the end of this document with all parents and let you know that free childcare
can be arranged for any parents who wish to attend. The sessions are run by Blackpool Better Start.

Repeated Messages

Christmas Dates (All Parents/ Carers)

Our Christmas calendar will be shared with all parents/carers next week via My Child at School. Key dates are: -

● Christmas Jumper Day (17th December)
● Christmas Dinners (Primary - 17th December, Secondary - 17th/18th December)
● Primary (including Nursery) Christmas parties (18th December)
● Non Uniform day for all children (20th December)
● School closes for Christmas at 12:30PM (20th December)

Primary Library

In January, Miss Bailey will be opening our primary library every Wednesday after
school for you to come along with your child and borrow a book. The children love
visiting the library during school time and I am sure would love the opportunity to
take a book home to curl up and share with you. Reading is such an important life
skill and filters through every curriculum area so any chance to read can only help
and support them. We look forward to seeing you there!
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Non Uniform Day - 20th December (All Parents/ Carers)

As usual for the end of the Christmas term, there will be a non uniform day on the last day of term (20th December)
for all students. There is no charge for this.

Families in Need at Christmas (All Parents/ Carers)

We also do not believe that any child should wake up on Christmas day with no present but don’t want to impose on
families. Each year, we become aware of a number of families who are finding this time of year hard. If there is the
possibility that a child will wake up without a Christmas present or you know of someone in our community who may,
please let us know in confidence (via email or by calling school to speak to the student support team) and we will do
anything we can to help.

Key Messages

Ready, Respectful, Safe (All Parents/ Carers)

In our Behaviour Curriculum this week, individual classes recapped on everything we have talked about this half
term. Discussions have taken place around a number of topics including how to treat others respectfully, who our
‘Trusted Adults’ are should we ever need any support and also how we should behave in different spaces in and
around school. Next week, we will use the story ‘My Monster and Me’ by Nadiya Hussain. It is a lovely story that
illustrates to young children how to talk about and deal with anxieties and worries.

This week, as part of our behaviour curriculum, we have focused on the importance of supporting one another within
our school community. Students have explored how kindness, empathy, and teamwork can create a positive and
inclusive environment where everyone feels valued. Through discussions, activities, and role-playing, they have
reflected on the impact of their actions and learned practical ways to help their peers, both in and outside the
classroom. We encourage parents and carers to reinforce these messages at home, fostering a culture of mutual
respect and care.

Standing Messages

My Child at School App (All Parents/ Carers)

Please click here for a link to the site. If you access this on a mobile device you can access the links for the apps.
If you have not signed up, please download the app from the relevant app store and click ‘sign up’ and use the school
postcode (FY2 0TS) or school ID (14676) to register. You must register with the email address we hold on our
system for you.
Parents are now able to access attendance and achievement/ behaviour information on the My Child at School app.
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Primary Newsletter (Primary Parents/ Carers)
Please click here to view the primary newsletter.

Reporting Bullying/ Pastoral Concerns (All Parents/ Carers)
The link to reporting concerns is now live again. Please remember that this is the mechanism to raise concerns. We
have shared this with secondary students again in assembly this week so all students know how to access this link.

Online Safety Support for Parents/ Carers (All Parents/ Carers)
Click here to access the link to this week's online safety guide for parents. You can also sign up for The National
College for free and view a wide range of resources and videos to support your family with online safety. To do this
follow the link below:

Sign up tutorial video - https://help.nationalcollege.com/parent-walkthrough
Sign up for The National College - https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/unity-academy-blackpool

Yours sincerely,

Mr. S. Cooke
Headteacher

Here are the dates for the EPEC Being a Parent groups starting in
January 2025. This peer led group is suitable for any parent of a child
aged 18 months – 11 years who would benefit from some extra support.
If any parent requires childcare to attend the group, costs will be
covered.

● Tuesdays 12.30pm-2.30pm Gatehouse Community Centre,
FY4 3AD 21/1/25 – 25/3/25

● Wednesdays 10.00am-12.00pm The Place, FY1 1JD
22/1/25 – 26/3/25

● Thursdays 6.00pm-8.00pm Online using Google Meet
23/1/25 – 27/3/25

Parents can book their place by phoning/texting 07796 994783 or
emailing learning.rooms@blackpool.gov.uk
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