
 

Unity Academy Primary Newsletter 
10/10/2025 



Your weekly roundup of all things years N -6! 

 

A message from Mrs. Shaw 

 

Teaching and Learning 

I went to join our Year 6 children at their residential on Monday. I always try my best to go as 

it's good to see the children in an environment away from school and I think it shows the 

team that I appreciate the fact that they are giving up their own time to take our children. 

Amongst other things, the children enjoyed the zip wire, abseiling, raft building, archery and 

a campfire. My particular favourite was joining them playing a game of Ambush in the dark 

through the woods. In assembly last Friday I told them that they would be trying some new 

activities that they are likely to have never faced before and would be pushing them out of 

their comfort zone. I asked them to just try and when they think they have tried their best to 

just push it that little bit further! I was so pleased that they listened! Children like Caycee 

and Macai absolutely faced their fears and ended up thoroughly enjoying the zip wire! 

Whilst away, the children developed in many ways but in particular they worked on 

improving their communication, team-work, resilience and critical thinking skills. The reason 

we put the residential at the start of the year is so that when it comes to things like SATs 

tests, we can remind them of how they faced something that was challenging to them at the 

residential and they overcame their fears! Huge thanks to the team for the organisation of 

the whole event. Some children stayed in school and enjoyed a variety of events here. They 



were really enjoying using clay to make replicas of the heart when I went to see them. The 

discussion and vocabulary development and the positive attitude I saw towards each other 

and what they were producing made me feel very proud of them all! Well done Year 6! 

Year 3 held their Stone Age Art parental engagement session this week. It was fantastic! The 

children loved having their parents in to share their learning and the art created during the 

session was brilliant. Huge thanks to all parents who joined us! 

I must mention Renae in Year 5 who this week volunteered to take part in a debate with our 

Viking visitor. I have got to be honest, when I visited the room, I was very surprised to see 

and hear Renae debating back as it was so out of character for her. I actually spoke to Mr 

Tomes to check that everything was ok and he laughed and assured me it was. I think he 

knew how surprised I was! It took some real courage for Renae to do this and she was so 

articulate in what she was saying. Well done!  

RRS Behaviour Curriculum - This week we have focused on the importance of taking 

responsibility for our own actions. Teaching young children to take responsibility for their 

actions is vital. Even small acts, like cleaning up a spill or offering a sincere apology, teach 

them that their choices create consequences. By helping them own their actions, we 

empower them to understand they are in control, fostering an early sense of accountability 

and a strong moral compass that will serve them well throughout life. 

Advance Notice 

I just wanted to let parents/ carers know that I will be out of school from 3rd November until 

17th November as I have been called for Jury Service. In my absence, as usual, class teachers 

will be your first port of call but should you need any other assistance, Mr Brimley and Mr 

Cooper, along with the primary Heads of Years and Mrs Whittam and Mrs Bradshaw will be 

able to assist you. Thank you 

Diary Dates 

• 16th October  - School closes for half term 

• 17th October  - INSET day for staff 

• 3rd November  - School reopens for Autumn 2 

• W/c 24th November  - Y6 Mock SATs 

And finally ... 

It's my birthday on Sunday so I'm hoping for a lie in and the occasional cup of tea brought to 

me. Not too much to ask is it?! Ha ha! Have a great weekend everyone! 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Primary Reward & Consequence System  

 

As part of our ongoing commitment to supporting every child to thrive, we are excited to 

introduce a new Rewards and Consequences system across school. This is designed to 

celebrate the fantastic behaviour we see from the vast majority of our pupils each day, while 

also helping us guide them when things don’t quite go to plan. The system will run from 

Nursery right through to Year 11, with small differences between Primary and Secondary to 

suit the age of the pupils. 

In Primary, children can earn a Ready, Respectful, Safe (RRS) reward point in every lesson by 

meeting our behaviour expectations. On occasions where a child goes above and beyond, 

teachers may also give an Exceeding Expectations award, worth 5 RRS points. Student of the 

Lesson cards will no longer be handed out. We are already seeing how motivated the 

children are to collect these points and celebrate their success. 

If a child’s behaviour falls short of expectations, we use a clear and fair set of consequences 

(C1–C5) to help them get back on track. More details can be found in the table overleaf. 

All Rewards and Consequences are logged so you can see how your child is doing by 

checking the behaviour section of the My Child At School (MCAS) app. Details for how to sign 

up to the app can be found on the primary newsletter. Please use this link 

https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin to login to the app. 

For Primary children, if a C2 is given, parents/carers will be updated by text message at the 

end of the day. Please ensure that we always have your correct mobile number in school. For 

a C3, C4, or C5, the class teacher will contact you in person or by phone to talk through what 

happened and how we can support your child moving forward. 

This system has been shared and discussed with the children in school, and they are really 

enthusiastic about earning points and making positive choices. 

We would like to take the opportunity to stress how vital it is that parents support us in 

upholding our new behaviour reward and consequence system. Should the need arise, we 

carefully and fairly unpick every situation, always working to ensure that children are treated 

consistently. Please note that we gain nothing from misrepresenting their behaviour so 

when staff in school inform you of any situation, we do so to give you a full and clear picture. 

For this system to truly benefit all children, it’s essential that the messages we share in 

https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin


school are reinforced at home. Our expectations are clear and simple, rooted in our values 

of being Ready, Respectful and Safe, and our school rules of 'good looking', 'good listening', 

'good sitting', 'kind friends'. When school and home work together with the same 

expectations, children thrive in a safe, supportive and consistent environment. 

We believe this approach will not only encourage and celebrate the wonderful behaviour we 

see in school every day but also help strengthen the important partnership between home 

and school. 

Thank you for your continued support — it really does make such a difference. Please don’t 

hesitate to get in touch with me at school if you’d like to talk about this further. 

Mr T Cooper, Assistant Headteacher  

 

Cost of Living Advisor  

 



Unity Academy has teamed up with Claremont Community Centre to provide free access to 

a cost of living advisor for our families. The Advisor will be available in the Community Hub 

2-4pm on the second Friday of each month. The next session will be Friday 10th October, 2-

4pm.  

 

Culture and Diversity 

 



Community Corner 

 



 



 



Attendance 

 

                                                 Attendance %                            Late marks     

• RHH                                           99.14                                             2  

• 1MT                                           92.31                                             3  

• 2BH                                            91.81                                             1  

• 2JB                                             96.76                                             2  

• 3KG                                            95.89                                             3  

• 3HP                                            98.81                                             7  

• 4CBL                                          94.27                                             4  

• 4HB                                            95.51                                             6  

• 5JH                                             93.58                                             2          

• 5MB                                           93.10                                             5  

• 6TT                                             99.14                                             0   

• 6VA                                            93.33                                             0  



Keeping children safe! 

 

 



Nursery 

 

This week in nursery we have been talking about all things autumn! We have read the story 

‘The Leaf Thief,’ and have spoken about how the leaves are starting to change colour now 

we have changed season. The children have been on a leaf hunt around school and used the 

leaves they found to create their own pictures. We have created our own autumn trees 

using our finger prints and have explored lots of different autumn related items in the tuff 

tray and the play dough, such as pine cones and conkers. 

Reception 

 



Year 1 

 

Another fabulous week in Year 1! 

In English this week the children have continued to wow us with their writing and creativity. 

We have now planned the problem and ending of our stories and will complete them on 

Monday. Alongside their adult-led work during our lessons, all of the children have really 

impressed us with the independence and knowledge they have shown during their 

continuous provision challenges. Well done Year 11 

We had a lovely afternoon on Thursday, when we enjoyed our own 'Bonfire Night'. The 

children worked together to collect sticks, leaves and other natural resources and we worked 

as a team to build our own 'bonfire'. We added streams of red tissue paper to give it a life-

like effect! We then sat around our 'bonfire', reading a lovely autumnal story together. We 

then created our own firework display; using chalk to transform our playground. We 

followed this with watching a firework display in our classroom with some hot chocolate and 

marshmallows. We felt very cosy! The children had so much fun and told me all about how 

much they had enjoyed it and even thanked the Year 1 team for planning all of the activities 

which made our week! 

We hope you have a lovely weekend.  



Year 2 

 



Year 3 

 

What a fantastic and busy week Year 3 have had!! 

In English we had a very special letter delivered to us by Mr Connolly who received it from 

the Mayor asking for us to design a trap to capture Iron Man who had recently escaped. The 

children came up with some brilliant ideas and even worked in small groups to act out their 

trap and show the rest of the class how their trap would work. 

In Maths we have been doing some very tricky subtraction which involved using column 

method and exchanging. The children were all super stars and really impressed their 

teachers with their maths work. 

In science we worked in small groups to consolidate everything that we have learnt this half 

term by answering different questions about skeletons and the human body.  



In art we have been using the skills we learnt last week and have been doing some relief 

printing using our own self portraits. 

On Thursday afternoon we took part in a stone age cave art sessions where parents were 

invited in to take part in the children's learning. Thankyou so much to all the parents that 

attended, we hope you enjoyed it just as much as the children did.  

On Thursday 16th October 2025 the children are welcome to dress up as a rock star for 

Times Tables Rock Star day. 

We hope you all have a lovely weekend 

 



 



Year 4 

 



Year 5 

 

Marvellous Mechanisms in Science  

This week in science, we've been exploring the fascinating world of gears, pulleys, and 

levers. The children became engineers for the day, designing and building their own working 

pulleys and powerful catapults. This was a fantastic, practical way for them to investigate 

how these simple machines use forces to make tasks easier. There was some brilliant 

teamwork and problem-solving on display! 

A Viking Visitor!  

On Wednesday, we had a very special guest when Oswald the Viking stormed into our 

classroom! He taught the children all about Viking life, from their clothing and weapons to 

their tactics for survival. The highlight of the day was preparing for a Viking raid against the 



Anglo-Saxons. It was a wonderfully immersive experience that brought our history topic to 

life in a memorable way. 

 

Year 6 

 



Star of the Week 

 

• RHH  -  Ileana -  For always being ready, respectful and safe and for being a Super 

Star in maths this week!           

• 1MT  -  Edith - For producing wonderful writing in all subjects, showing care and 

pride towards her work! 

• 2BH -  Orianna -   For being a wonderful role model and a really supportive friend. 

• 2JB - Evie - For being an always person who is a fantastic role model for others!                                 

• 3KG  - Cal - For his amazing attitude towards his learning this week and some 

wonderful tricky Maths work!                          

• 3HP - Folajimi -     For producing some fantastic independent maths work.                          

• 4CBL - Carter - For ALWAYS following our school values and being a role model to 

others                                  

• 4HB - Gabby -  For her independence and hard work in our maths lessons                                  

• 5JH - Alfie - For always being ready, respectful and safe and for working hard to 

improve his handwriting.                                      

• 5MB  -  Renae & Poppy - Being a kind and considerate helper in class.                           

• 6TT  - Skye - For showing incredible resilience, enthusiasm and a supportive role to 

her team during the year 6 residential. 

• 6VA - Logan - For his efforts and contributions at the PGL residential  



 

 

 

 



Lunchtime menu for this week 
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