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Your weekly roundup of all things years N-6!

A message from Mrs. Shaw

A Message

From

Mrs. Shaw

Week 2 done. These weeks really are flying by!
Teaching and Learning

Phonics Screening has taken place in Year 1 this week and also for those children in Year 2
who did not reach the expected standard last year. | am so incredibly proud of all of the
children as they have really worked hard this year. They tried their best and it is clear to see
that their hard work has paid off. Well done to you all and huge thanks to all phonics
teachers!

Year 4 have been busy doing their Y4 Multiplication Check this week. Again, the children
have been working hard all year on learning their times tables and this week was their
chance to show off what they know. Well done to all of you. | know your teachers are very
proud of you all, as am I! Thanks must go to teachers for well-preparing our children!

All primary children had a visit from Bright Bites this week who gave advice on the
importance of oral health habits and good dental hygiene. Your child will shortly be coming
home with a new toothbrush and toothpaste!



| did chuckle when | returned back to school yesterday to find a Mayan Civilisation study
guide left on my desk. Jake (Y6) came to see me later to say that he and Archie had created
an online quiz for me to complete about the Mayans. He even told me the pages that | had
to use in the study guide to help me answer the questions. | feel like I've got homework to
do myself. | promise | will try my best boys! | wonder if | will get a sticker for my efforts?! ;-)

This week in our Primary RRS Behaviour Curriculum, we introduced our Playground Ready,
Respectful, Safe expectations to help all children understand how to make positive choices
during playtimes and lunchtimes. Unstructured times are an important part of the school
day where social skills, friendships, and independence are developed. By applying our Ready,
Respectful, Safe values in the playground, children learn how to play kindly, include others,
solve small problems calmly, and move around safely. These expectations support a happy,
inclusive environment where every child feels safe and valued — both inside and outside the
classroom. As part of our RRS (Ready, Respectful, Safe) curriculum next week, we’ll be using
the story Moggy’s Coming by Tim Hodgetts and Andy Thurgood. This age-appropriate
resource, produced by CitizenAlD in partnership with the Government Security Office, helps
children recognise when something doesn’t feel safe and what to do in those situations. It
teaches them to trust their feelings, notice early warning signs, and speak to a trusted adult
— helping us prepare children for real-life situations and keep them safe both in and out of
school.

** INSET DAY - IMPORTANT - 21st July 2025 **

On Monday 21st July, Unity Academy will be closed to all pupils (Nursery through to Year 11)
for an additional INSET day for staff. We’re sharing this information in advance to help
parents and carers make any necessary childcare arrangements. INSET days are an important
part of ensuring your child receives the highest quality education—giving staff the time to
plan, train and prepare effectively for the year ahead. Thank you for your understanding and
continued support. A physical letter will be sent home to parents and carers regarding INSET,
alongside a message via MCAS.

Diary Dates
e 16th - 20th June - Blackpool Youth Games Week

e 17thJune - New Reception 2025 starters Group A, session 1 - transition visit - 2:15
—3:00pm

e 18th June - New Reception 2025 starters Group B, session 1 - transition visit - 9:15 —
10:00am

e 19th June -Y2 Rock Gardens Visit

e 24th June - New Reception 2025 starters Group B, session 2 - transition visit - 2:15 —
3:00pm



e 25th June - Reception Church Visit

e 26th June - New Reception 2025 starters Group A, session 1 - transition visit - 9:15
—10:00am

e 30th June - Eid Assembly
e 3rdJuly - Y6 into Y7 Transition Day
e 3rdJuly - Primary Transition Day

And finally... Happy weekend everyone!

Community Corner

| |

The Children's learning disability and ADHD service will be delivering their 'tea and talk'
sessions the first Friday of each month in our Community Hub. Why not drop in!



Children’s Learning
Disability and ADHD Team

Tea & Talk

@ For Parents/Carers

Networking
with
Parents/Carers

One Friday a month
9:30am - 11:30am

Please see dates on back
Unity Academy Family Hub

Warbreck Hill Road Contact CYP LD and ADHD team for more
Blackpool information

FY2 OTS 0800 121 7762 Option &



Children and Young Persons Learning Disability and Neuro Team

Upcoming Dates
25/26

Fridsy 4™ July 2025 Friday g‘(’;zFGebruary
Friday 5;“ gzesptembe’ Friday 6" March 2026
Friday ::;;Cmbe' Friday 27* March 2026
Friday 7;"0I;§vember Friday 1% May 2026
Friday 5;“02:“9'“'“’“ Friday 5 June 2026
Friday 29;"2-’6&"“”3’ Friday 3 July 2026




@ "Don’t Be a Fool — Bring Your Lids to School @

Unity Academy Blackpool is encouraging students, staff, families, and the wider community
to collect plastic milk bottle lids and bring them into school. These will be used to create a
large-scale piece of artwork that highlights the dangers of plastic pollution in our oceans.
The finished piece will be proudly displayed in the Houndshill Shopping Centre, Blackpool,
helping raise awareness of how everyday waste can impact marine life around the world.
Bottle lids (any colour) can be dropped off into clearly marked collection boxes located in
Main Reception, the Community Hub, or Mr. Cooper’s Office. Every lid counts—please join
us in turning waste into something meaningful! We will be collecting plastic milk bottle lids
until Friday 18th July.
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Help us create a piece of artwork to be
' displayed in the Houndshill Shopping
Centre in Blackpool, highlighting the
dangers of plastic pollution in oceans ‘
‘ around the world.

Milk bottle lids can be dropped off into
collection boxes located in Main Reception,
the Community Hub or Mr Cooper’s Office




57th Blackpool (Unity Academy) Scouts

x

Did you know? Unity Academy has our very own Scout Group that runs each week on a

Thursday to provide our young people with Skills For Life! More information can be found by
clicking here.

We run sections for each age group from 4 years old and up. In addition to the weekly
meetings on a Thursday after school we also offer a wide range of trips, camps, nights away
and adventurous activities for all age groups.

* Squirrels (For ages 4 - 6 years): Thursday : 3:15 until 4:30 pm  * Beavers (For ages 6 - 8
years): Thursday : 3:15 until 4:45 pm

* Cubs (For ages 8- 10.5 years): Thursday : 3:15 until 4:45 pm  * Scouts (For ages 10.5 -
14 years): Thursday : 3:15 until 4:45 pm

Our in school Scout Sections are run by a group of volunteers, most of which are parents of
children at Unity Academy. Without this support, it would not be possible to provide these
amazing opportunities for the young people. If you feel like volunteering with the Scouts is
something you might be able to offer, please do get in touch. It might be to support one
section meeting a month, offer a certain skill you have or to support behind the scenes with
finance and administration. Whatever your skills, every little offer of help is invaluable to us.
To inquire about a place for a young person or about adult volunteering with the Scouts,

please click here.



https://blackpoolscouts.org.uk/groups/57thblackpool/
https://blackpoolscouts.org.uk/groups/57thblackpool/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tJvK587gzUKnJPZBU9MIq5iN9fl0xABOtNPCIgSmHyBUMUxHTzAzRkZHTUFQNzkxUkQ0S1I2SzNQSi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tJvK587gzUKnJPZBU9MIq5iN9fl0xABOtNPCIgSmHyBUMUxHTzAzRkZHTUFQNzkxUkQ0S1I2SzNQSi4u

Contact us!

Contact Us

If you wish to contact a teacher within school please use this link Parental Messages /

Queries (Non-urgent). and we will get back to you. This form should be used rather than

contacting an individual teacher email address as we can then ensure that you are
responded to in a timely manner. Messages will be passed on and dealt with as quickly as
possible. Our aim is to respond to you within 48 school working hours. Please note that this
may not be checked during teaching hours and so please do not add anything urgent e.g.
about your child being collected by someone else at the end of the day. If you have an
urgent message or query, please contact the school office on 01253 355493. Thank you.

Attendance

Attendance % Late marks
e RHH 95.98 4
e 1ICL 97.32 4

e IMT 91.59 9


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScPRye5jcTVzU72m-BSUuV4CFrkDDCBfgKamNvw05xfcZDc5Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScPRye5jcTVzU72m-BSUuV4CFrkDDCBfgKamNvw05xfcZDc5Q/viewform?usp=sf_link

e 2BH
. 2AP
e 3KG
e 3HB
e 4B
e 4CBL
- 5MB
e 5NO
e 6TT

e 6VA

Keeping children safe!
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Monday 16th June marks the commemoration of the first Sihk martyr - Guru Arjan Dev. Click
here to learn more

Nursery

Nursery
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This week we have continued to work on our similarities and differences topic. We have read
the story 'The Smeds and The Smoos' by Julia Donaldson and we have spoken about our
interests and how they differ from our friends. The children have created their own aliens by
blow painting, they have also been counting objects 1:1. The children have been working

hard to look after the flowers and plants in our garden. We have also enjoyed a visit from
zoo lab today!


https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/people/arjandev.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/people/arjandev.shtml

Reception

Reception
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This week we have read the story Handa's Surprise by Eileen Browne. The children have
loved joining in with the story and talking about the different animals. As part of Drawing
Club this week, the children have thought about how they could stop the animals from
stealing the fruit so that Akeyo got the full basket and not just tangerines! There has been
some fantastic suggestions like adding a net to the basket or even putting fences around the
animals. Why not share the video below with your child and ask them to talk you through
the story?!




Year 1

We are simply over the moon with all Year One children who have absolutely tried their very
best with the Phonics Screening Check this week.



Year 2

What a fabulous week year 2 have had!

In Maths we have started our new topic 'Time.' The children have thoroughly enjoyed
practically using the clocks to find the times o'clock and half past. We then used this skill to
draw the hands on the clock to tell the time.

In English we have continued reading the story 'Whatever next.' The children have been
writing about their own adventure to the moon ensuring the correct punctuation is used
throughout their writing.

In History we have been looking at the different dangers in space and what astronauts have
to do to keep themselves safe.



In Art we have been using our imagination by listening to a short story then drawing a
picture of what the story might look like using our observational drawing skills we learnt last

week.

Next Thursday 19th June 2025 is our trip to the rock gardens. If you have not yet brought
your reply slip back please return it into school and if you have any questions about the

trip please speak to your child's class teacher.

We hope you all have a lovely weekend, The Year 2 Team!

Year 3

What a busy week in year 3!



This week, in English we have continued with our story 'The Twits' and thought about our
character Mr Twit at different stages of his life. We thought about different sneaky tricks he
might play on people as a child, teenager and adult. We then planned our tricks and wrote a
short paragraph using all the descriptive language we have learnt in year 3!

In Maths, we have been looking at telling the time to 1 minute, digital clocks and a.m and
p.m. We are doing really well with recognising both analogue and digital times - please
continue to test us on this at home!

In History this week, we have been looking at the different people in Ancient Egyptian
society - from the pharaoh to the soldiers and the nobles to the slaves. We thought about
what role we might want if we lived in Ancient Egypt, with lots of people choosing pharaoh
or craftsman!

Please continue to read 3 times weekly to support your child's comprehension skills and
fluency.



Year 4

We are simply over the moon with all Year Four children who have absolutely tried their very
best with their Multiplication Check this week.



Year 5

It has been great to see the children's enthusiasm to read and develop their understanding
of our play, 'The Midsummer Night's Dream' through a range of subjects.

In DT, the children have chosen a character to create as a puppet and have written a detailed
plan ready to start their sewing. In English, we have written instructions to create a love
potion with some fantastic detail explaining why they chose their ingredients and included
some safety tips to ensure their instructions are followed correctly.

Whilst reading the play in Guided Reading, the children are starting to see how the
characters are behaving and feeling and how stage directions are used to give instructions to
the actors. We are really looking forward to starting to rehearse next week, details of the
date of the performance will be sent out soon. The links to the songs are available on



Google classroom if you would like to get a sneak preview, it's great that a number of
children have been practising them at home.

Advance notice: - Final payment for PGL - Year 6 Residential - is due on 1st July, £50 to be
paid through parent pay.

Year 6

This week began with a very exciting author led session with Kate Pankhurst, online. Her aim
is to help grow children’s joy around reading and storytelling - she did this with an
interactive and fun session involving lots of intriguing props, dressing up, drawing and plenty
of inspiration on how to change the world. She discussed her working process and
demonstrated that from small doodles, BIG ideas can grow. We were all very inspired by her
session which led us to illustrate a character from one of her books. We think some of these
books might be going on this year's Christmas list!

Kate Pankhurst website



http://www.katepankhurst.com/
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Star of the Week

* RHH - Caitlyn-Mae - For showing resilience and for always taking pride in her
work!

e 1CL - lyanu - For such commendable progress in her phonics and for being such a
great helper in the classroom.

e 1MT - Ethan - For having such a positive week. | am so proud of you!

e 2BH - Hunter-James - For trying his best to improve his handwriting and creating
independent sentences.

e 2AP - Jaxon - For always having a positive attitude and his enthusiasm during
maths.

e 3KG - Jayden - For having such a positive attitude towards his learning and really
turning it around!

e 3HB - Reese - For always making positive contributions to class discussions,
working hard and producing exceptional work!

e 4JB - All of 4JB - For outstanding effort in preparing for the Multiplication check
e 4CBL - All of 4CBL - For outstanding effort in preparing for the Multiplication check

e 5MB - Logan - For showing kindness to a number of people and taking pride in his
work

e 5NO - Kacie Pace - For always putting her best efforts into her work.
e 6TT- Tyler-

e 6VA - Sean - For taking pride in our school library, tiding it at his discretion



School Uniform

Revised policy from September: From September our uniform is changing. The decision was
made following consultation with children, parents and staff. Large numbers of people
shared their thoughts for the options given and the vast majority voted for a change to some
aspects of our uniform.

As a reminder, please have a look at the list below and make sure your children are correctly
dressed for both the school day and PE. To request items of uniform please click here and
complete the short form. We will do our best to meet your needs, stock permitting.

Nursery Uniform
e Black sweatshirt with logo
e White polo shirt
e Black trousers, tracksuit bottoms or skirt

e Black shoes if wearing trousers or skirt or Trainers (preferably black) if wearing
tracksuit bottoms.

Primary uniform - All students should wear:

e Black V Neck school jumper with embroidered Unity Academy logo - this item is
compulsory!

e Plain White Shirt or blouse
e Plain black socks or tights

e House Badge (Provided by the academy initially, replacements can be purchased
from the academy)

e All black footwear with no identifiable markings. If this footwear is a boot it must be
no bigger than ankle length. No crocs!

Students have a choice of: (students must wear one of these)


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdF7Q9Ntq7SzZWidVsLYVESZGJYH1p85LhY0ojDDbYTr3hScQ/viewform

e Plain black tailored skirt
e Plain black trousers or shorts (tailored type, not tracksuit bottoms/ jeans)
e A Black Blazer with the Unity logo is optional
P.E. Kit - Red polo shirt Black shorts Black socks Black Pumps
Summer Uniform
e Red check dress with white ankle socks
e Black short trousers

If your child has outgrown any uniform items and they are in good condition, please do
send them into school where they can be added to our supply for other parents to access.
Thank you

The branded uniform will b
1t you
or Kat

ked at Bispham Clothing (01253 276047) and Ragamuffins (01253 390717)
UNITY UNIFORM v se

COMPULSORY ITEMS OF PRIMARY SCHOOL UNIFORM 2024/2025

You must wear these items every day to school
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Plain black dress (0o o ) g Red polo shirt or Trainers.

Footwear should be all black with no identifiable M

markings. If this footwear is a boot it must be no bigger
than ankle length. No crocs or sandals are permitted.

Trainers are permitted as long as they are fully black.
Please checkthe guide opposite m
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Lunchtime menu for this week

Homemade Pizza Savoury Mince, Crispy Chicken Wrap Quorn & Sweet Crispy Vegetable
Margherita & Yorkshire Pudding & Herby Potato Potato Curry & Fingers & Oven
Salad Bar (v) & Mash Potato Wedges Wholegrain Rice (v) Baked Chips (v)

Or Or Or Or Or

Italian Tomato & Vegetarian Sausage Cheese & Tomato Pin Pork & Leek MSC Harry

Vegetable Pasta Roll & Mash Potato Wheel Pizza & Herby Meatballs, T t R den’s Fish &

Bake (v) (v) Potato Wedges (v) Sauce & Pasta Spirals || Oven Baked Chips
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