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Your weekly roundup of all things years N -6! 

 

A message from Mr. Cooper 

 

We’ve had another brilliant week here at Unity Academy! The children have all been 

working incredibly hard and filling our classrooms with enthusiasm, curiosity and plenty of 

smiles. It’s been wonderful to pop into different year groups and see so much great learning 

taking place across school. 

On Monday, I was teaching in 5MB when we suddenly found ourselves invaded by the Year 4 

Roman Army! They marched in, captured our land and certainly kept Year 5 on their toes. It 

was a huge surprise for everyone, but the children absolutely loved it and it made for a 

fantastic immersive learning experience. 

Earlier that morning, I had the pleasure of spending time with our Reception children as they 

began exploring their new story of the week, Christopher Pumpkin. The children were 

completely hooked from the very first page, and I thoroughly enjoyed sharing the start of 

the story with them. 

When I visited Year 1 this week, the children were confidently recapping their prior learning 

and tackling their scientist challenges with great determination. Over in Year 2 and Year 4, 

pupils were working through their Learn by Questions sessions, which really helps to deepen 

their understanding in English and Maths — it was great to see their focus and perseverance. 



Year 3 have made an enthusiastic start to their new Maths topic on multiplication and 

division, while Year 5 were fully engaged in their PSHE lessons, showing thoughtful and 

mature attitudes. Year 6 have begun making predictions about their new English text, using 

clues and evidence to build exciting ideas about what might happen next. 

On Tuesday, we held our annual Act of Remembrance. As always, the whole school came 

together for a reflective and respectful service. Our children showed real maturity as they 

paid tribute to those who have served and sacrificed. 

You may remember that a few weeks ago we shared news about the Eco Turtle created by 

our pupils and displayed at Houndshill Shopping Centre. We’re delighted to announce that 

Shellvish Presley has now taken up permanent residence here at Unity! You can now find him 

proudly displayed in our main reception area, right next to Elmer. 

We are also really pleased to welcome Mrs Shaw back to school after completing her jury 

service. The children have certainly missed her and it’s lovely to have her smiling face back 

with us. 

Panto Reminder: Please can I remind all families that you need to complete the google form 

by clicking here and pay via MCAS App for you child to attend the Panto trip this year. The 

deadline for this is Friday 21st November.  

Finally, we wish all our children and families a wonderful weekend. Enjoy the rest, stay safe, 

and we look forward to another fun-filled week of learning next week! 

Mr. Cooper 

Assistant Headteacher  

https://forms.gle/EDFQgGMx14sAGwyeA
https://forms.gle/EDFQgGMx14sAGwyeA


Dates for the Diary  

 

• 20th November - Roman Day in Year 4 

• 21st November - BBC Bitesize (Y5/6) 

• 21st November - Panto Trip Booking & Payment Deadline  

• W/c 24th November - Y6 Mock SATs  

• 27th November - Squirrels, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts Enrichment Taster Session - 

Open to All  

• 28th November - Y6 Writing Workshop with Dan Worsley  

• 28th November - Primary School Tours for Reception 2026 Starters  

• 8th December  - Panto Trip for RHH, 2JB, 3HP, 4CBL, 5MB & 6VA 

• 10th December - Panto Trip for 1MT, 2BH, 3KG, 4HB, 5JH and 6TT 



Primary Reward & Consequence System  

 

As part of our ongoing commitment to supporting every child to thrive, we are excited to 

introduce a new Rewards and Consequences system across school. This is designed to 

celebrate the fantastic behaviour we see from the vast majority of our pupils each day, while 

also helping us guide them when things don’t quite go to plan. The system will run from 

Nursery right through to Year 11, with small differences between Primary and Secondary to 

suit the age of the pupils. 

In Primary, children can earn a Ready, Respectful, Safe (RRS) reward point in every lesson by 

meeting our behaviour expectations. On occasions where a child goes above and beyond, 

teachers may also give an Exceeding Expectations award, worth 5 RRS points. Student of the 

Lesson cards will no longer be handed out. We are already seeing how motivated the 

children are to collect these points and celebrate their success. 

If a child’s behaviour falls short of expectations, we use a clear and fair set of consequences 

(C1–C5) to help them get back on track. More details can be found in the table overleaf. 

All Rewards and Consequences are logged so you can see how your child is doing by 

checking the behaviour section of the My Child At School (MCAS) app. Details for how to sign 

up to the app can be found on the primary newsletter. Please use this link 

https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin to login to the app. 

For Primary children, if a C2 is given, parents/carers will be updated by text message at the 

end of the day. Please ensure that we always have your correct mobile number in school. For 

a C3, C4, or C5, the class teacher will contact you in person or by phone to talk through what 

happened and how we can support your child moving forward. 

This system has been shared and discussed with the children in school, and they are really 

enthusiastic about earning points and making positive choices. 

We would like to take the opportunity to stress how vital it is that parents support us in 

upholding our new behaviour reward and consequence system. Should the need arise, we 

carefully and fairly unpick every situation, always working to ensure that children are treated 

consistently. Please note that we gain nothing from misrepresenting their behaviour so 

when staff in school inform you of any situation, we do so to give you a full and clear picture. 

For this system to truly benefit all children, it’s essential that the messages we share in 

https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin


school are reinforced at home. Our expectations are clear and simple, rooted in our values 

of being Ready, Respectful and Safe, and our school rules of 'good looking', 'good listening', 

'good sitting', 'kind friends'. When school and home work together with the same 

expectations, children thrive in a safe, supportive and consistent environment. 

We believe this approach will not only encourage and celebrate the wonderful behaviour we 

see in school every day but also help strengthen the important partnership between home 

and school. 

Thank you for your continued support — it really does make such a difference. Please don’t 

hesitate to get in touch with me at school if you’d like to talk about this further. 

Mr T Cooper, Assistant Headteacher  

 

Culture and Diversity 

 



 

1 - Saturday 15th marks the Buddhist festival of Shichi-Go-San. The festival celebrates the growth and wellbeing of young 
children. Click here to  learn more 

Community Corner 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/holydays/shichigosan.shtml


 

 



Attendance 

 

                                                 Attendance %                            Late marks     

• RHH                                          90.52                                               3             

• 1MT                                          94.23                                               2  

• 2BH                                           88.03                                               3  

• 2JB                                            89.19                                               7  

• 3KG                                           88.19                                               1   

• 3HP                                           89.29                                               4  

• 4CBL                                         88.02                                                3   

• 4HB                                          98.81                                                9  

• 5JH                                           91.07                                                4    

• 5MB                                         94.40                                               10  

• 6TT                                           93.75                                                3    

• 6VA                                          94.58                                                1  



Keeping children safe! 

 

 



Nursery 

 

This week in Nursery we have read the story ‘Giraffe feels left out.’ We have spoken about 

what type of things make a kind friend. The children had a look at some pictures and 

discussed what was happening and decided whether it is a kind or unkind action. The 

children have also been working on understanding positional language, the children have 

put the bear in different places around the room, e.g. under the chair, next to, on top of. 

We have also discussed Remembrance Day. The children made their own poppies and we 

watched a short video called poppies.   

Reception 

 

This week in Reception, we have been enjoying the story Christopher Pumpkin. The children 

have been using their observational skills to create lovely drawings of seasonal squash, and 

they had great fun in the mud kitchen making pretend pumpkin soup for their friends. In 

Maths, we have been learning about 2D shapes, going on a shape hunt around school and 

creating our own Kandinsky-inspired artwork by using 2D shapes as stencils and painting 



them in bold colours. We have also been practising positional language by hiding teddies 

from our friends and giving clues such as “behind,” “in the middle,” and “underneath.” 

 

Year 1 

 

What a wonderful week in Year 1! 

During English, we took inspiration from the letter we found from Tin Dog. We considered 

how it would feel to be a lost toy, which  inspired us to create a lost toy poster for one of our 

toys from home. We included questions, describing sentences and worked incredibly hard 

with our handwriting.  

I was also blown away by the children's Maths learning this week. We have been focusing on 

addition and subtraction, with a focus this week on fact families. This is a very tricky concept 



within this half term's learning and the children showed so much resilience and confidence 

within their knowledge. Well done Year 1! 

In Science, we started our new topic about materials. We looked at different objects within 

our classroom and what they are made from, before sorting them under different categories, 

including hard/soft and shiny/dull.  

In Geography this week we have been looking at Unity and our local area. We discussed 

what a map is, as well as how and why it is used. We then went on a scavenger hunt around 

our school, following a map to find clues and treasure! 

A gentle reminder that it is a school expectation to read three times a week at home. All 

children have been sent home today with a phonics booklet with highlighted target sounds. 

Please support your child to access these at home.    

Have a lovely weekend.  



Year 2 

 

his week in Year 2 we have really seen the progress of the presentation we have been 

working on in Maths and have been given a "Positive Noticing" certificate for all our hard 

work! We have been exploring what technology takes photographs and what doesn't in 

Computing and were really interested in the real world technology that we might not have 

noticed and/or experienced before like speed cameras and printers. We have also been 

discussing differences and similarities between people in PSHE and have been having some 

fabulous discussions about stereotypes. Well done for another great week Year 2! 



Year 3 

 

Year 3 have had a brilliant week!! 

In English the children have been writing all about their trap on how to trap Iron Man using 

all the strategies they have learnt over the past couple of weeks. 

In Maths we have moved on to our new topic of multiplication and division. The children 

have been using counters to make arrays to represent different number sentences.  

In science the children have taken part in an investigation where they have been identifying 

and grouping rocks. We did this by working in 3 groups and looking at the hardness, 

permeability and buoyancy of the rocks.  

In computing the children used an app called 'imotion' and put together a small animation. 



In 3KG the children took part in our french lessons where they learnt how to say hello and 

ask someone their name!! 'Bonjour 

Comment t'appelles-tu? Je m'appelles....' They also loved the French songs too and all 

participated well. 

Well done Year 3 we hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

The Year 3 Team 

Year 4 

 

What a wonderful week in Year 4 ! 



In English, we have finished writing newspaper reports based on our book 'The whale' by 

Ethan Murrow. We are learning how to plan and organise our work so that we include all of 

our writer's knowledge. 

In Science, we have learned how to construct and draw a simple circuit using a bulb, wires 

and a cell. The children worked hard on remembering what the symbols were to represent 

each component. 

In History, we have been learning about how the Roman army helped to expand the Roman 

empire. We even had a go at an invasion ourselves, invading a different classroom while in 

Roman formation! Thank you to 5MB who let us invade their space ! 

Reading at home 

In Year 4 we have seen a decline in children either bringing in their reading books and/or 

reading at home. Please can you encourage your children to read to an adult at least 3 times 

a week and bring their books into school. Thank you for your support with this.  

Have a lovely weekend. 

The Year 4 team 



Year 5 

 

Year 5 have successfully completed their writing topics about their mission to the moon 

exploring a wide range of sentence types and structures including writing a formal mission 

log to report back their findings and offer improvements to lunar equipment.  We are now 

delving into our new topic which has so far included feathers, the sea and lots of tools but 

we can't share any more yet. 

Maths has focused on multiplying and dividing by ten, a hundred and a thousand this week 

and seeing the patterns these make by using their place value charts.  It has been great to 

see so many connections being made with previous lessons and learning. 

Our extended DT project has begun with the children working in teams to plan a fairground 

ride to make over the next two half-terms.  It is going to be all the fun of the fair in DT 

lessons from now on as we practise our skills to create a wooden frame and pulley system 



this half-term, add an electric circuit next half-term to make our fairground rides move 

round.   

Thank you for all your support with encouraging the children to complete their homework 

and read at home. 

Have a lovely weekend, 

The year 5 team. 

Year 6 

 

Well done to Marley and Scarlett who represented our school during this week's Unity 

Remembrance Day service. Marley read an extract out from 'The Exhortation' for which we 

are very proud. The rest of the children were extremely respectful while we observed the 

two minute silence in class. 

We have started reading and writing about a new text in English this week called 'A Story 

Like the Wind'. Ask us about it at home! We have made predictions about the story, written 

onomatopoeia poetry, answered some questions about the text and also written a setting 

description. 

In maths we have started learning about fractions  - we kicked off our learning with a 

'fractions festival', which included fractions using water, dough, cubes and cutting up paper. 

As part of antibullying week this week, we have listened to a video in assembly and taken 

part in class activities. We would like to also invite parents to a 'Kooth' event about 

smartphone safety and cyberbullying: how young people can take care of their mental 

wellbeing when using smartphones and online: 

https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/for-families-smartphone-safety-and-cyberbullying-

https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/for-families-smartphone-safety-and-cyberbullying-20-nov


20-nov This session lasts 45 minutes and takes place on Thursday 20th November. If 

interested, you just need to follow the link and sign up. 

Our first mock SATs week begins very shortly, the week beginning Monday 24th November 

through to Thursday 27th November. Remember to be: 'in school on time, every day'!  

Monday - SPaG 

Tuesday - Reading 

Wednesday and Thursday - Maths 

Star of the Week 

 

• RHH  -  Oliver - For applying his phonics in his writing 

• 1MT  -  Kristina - For being a wonderful role model; showing kindness and respect 

towards others. 

• 2BH - Niha - For being an always person and such a fantastic role model to others. 

• 2JB - Adam - For the tremendous hard work and improvement I have seen in his 

writing. In particular, including more interesting language.                     

• 3KG  - Zofia - For her wonderful attitude towards all of her learning always outting 

in 100% effort                  

• 3HP -  Tiwa - For always being a fantastic role model and following our school 

values.                 

• 4CBL - Archie - For an amazing piece of writing                             

• 4HB -  Charlie - For his continued hard work and focus in the classroom                             

https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/for-families-smartphone-safety-and-cyberbullying-20-nov


• 5JH - Lucious -  For a huge improvement in how he conducts himself inside and 

outside of the classroom.                            

• 5MB  - Jiro -  For his amazing writing: developing cohesion between paragraphs 

and the vocabulary choices used.                    

• 6TT  - Zekiye - For writing an excellent speech to present an award 

• 6VA - Alfie - For going above and beyond by informing the class of his visit to 

Auschwitz during the half term break. 

 

 

 



 

Lunchtime menu for this week 
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