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Your weekly roundup of all things years N -6! 

 

A message from Mrs. Shaw 

 

Another busy week at Unity! 

Teaching and Learning 

This week the teaching team have started their transition meetings in preparation for next 

year. We do this over a number of weeks to ensure that we provide a well-rounded and 

detailed handover so that the move into their next year group is as smooth as possible for all 

involved! Please see below for class organisation for next year - I know this is what you have 

all been waiting for :-) 

Some Year 6 children took part in their Reward Trips this week and last week. These were 

awarded to children who took full advantage of our precision tutoring sessions and earned 

their attitude to learning credits by being in school on time, every day, managing their 

behaviour well and completing home learning. Well done to everyone who secured a place 

on one of our trips  - we hope you had a fantastic time! 

As part of our RRS curriculum this week, we used the story Moggy’s Coming by Tim Hodgetts 

and Andy Thurgood. This age-appropriate resource, produced by CitizenAID in partnership 

with the Government Security Office, helps children recognise when something doesn’t feel 



safe and what to do in those situations. It teaches them to trust their feelings, notice early 

warning signs, and speak to a trusted adult  - helping us prepare children for real-life 

situations and keep them safe both in and out of school. Next week we will move onto a 

focus on equity vs equality in a bid to help the children understand that some children need 

a little bit of extra support in school  - this could be provided by extra time, staff or even by a 

particular resource but is a means of helping them to access their education. 

Well done to all children who represented Unity at Youth Games this week. 52 children 

entered the road race and Mia H came 1st in the Year 2 girls race.  

With that in mind and as we navigate the busy term, we kindly ask for your cooperation in 

ensuring that children do not bring toys into school from home. Recently, we have noticed a 

significant increase in the number of fidget toys being brought in. While we understand 

these can be popular, we unfortunately cannot guarantee their safety and they can easily 

become lost, damaged, or cause distractions in the classroom. Please be assured that if a 

child requires a fidget toy or specific sensory resource to support their learning, this will be 

formally assessed and clearly stated on their Individual Learning Plan and the school will 

provide the necessary resources. Thank you so much for your support in keeping our 

classrooms safe and focused on learning! 

If your child has borrowed any of our school uniform can you please ensure that it is 

returned as our spares store is extremely low and we will end up having to ring parents to 

come and change their child soon. If you have any donations of old school uniform or even 

any packs of underwear that your child hasn't used, please send them into school. Thank 

you 

And finally... 

Have a lovely weekend! 



 

Classes for 2026-2027. Please find below the class organisation for next year.  

A great deal of thought goes into this with the whole of primary in mind. You will see that 

there is only one class in Reception, Year One and Year Two next year. This is due to a falling 

birth rate across the town and does not just affect Unity. With falling numbers though comes 

falling funding and so please, if you haven't already, fill in the form which is available from 

the office to see whether you are eligible for Pupil Premium.  Pupil Premium funding is 

additional government funding given to schools to help close the attainment gap between 

pupils and their peers. It is allocated for children who are eligible for free school meals, are 

in local authority care, or have parents in the armed forces. This funding is vital in providing 

targeted support, resources, and opportunities that can make a real difference to a child’s 

learning and overall school experience. It allows us to remove barriers to learning and 

ensure every child has the best possible chance to succeed and thrive. If you think your child 

might be eligible, we encourage you to speak with the school office so we can ensure they 

receive the full benefit of this important support. 

Learning Support Assistants are still to be confirmed. 



Class from previous year group       Year Group      Teacher for 2026-2027    Class Name in 

2026-2027     

                                                                Reception         Mrs Hanvey                       RHH 

  RHH                                                      Year 1                Miss Blunden                    1CBL  

  1MT                                                      Year 2                Mrs Bateman                    2MB 

  2BH                                                       Year 3                Mrs Bass                            3JA  

  2JB                                                        Year 3                Miss Bailey                        3JS  

  3HP                                                       Year 4                Miss Helsby                      4BH  

  3KG                                                       Year 4                Mr Hendy                         4JH 

  4HB                                                       Year 5                Ms Brayne                        5HB 

  4CBL                                                     Year 5                Mrs Obertelli                    5NO 

  5JH                                                        Year 6               Miss Ayers                         6VA 

  5MB                                                      Year 6               Mr Tomes                           6TT  

Other teachers in school that may teach your child are Mrs Bradshaw, Miss Boucher, Mr 

Brimley, Mr Cooper, Mrs Hutt, Mrs King and Miss Whittam. We also have specialist teachers 

from Secondary who may teach your child P.E. 

You will notice a few names missing from the list above and it is with great sadness that I 

announce the following staff who are moving onto pastures new. We wish Miss Tench, Miss 

Purdy and Miss Ing every success in the future. 

Your child will take part in our Moving Up Day on Thursday 2nd July. This will give them 

the opportunity to spend time with their new teacher and in their new classroom. We are 

really excited about next year and hope the children are too! 



Tips to thrive, not just survive in the school holidays! 

 

The summer holidays are not far off now and can be a challenging time for families. Changes 

in routines can lead to challenging behaviour and exhausted parents. The sudden lack of a 

daily schedule can make it difficult for your child to manage their emotions and behaviour, 

potentially leading to fall-outs. As a parent, providing a structured and predictable 

environment during the summer holiday can help your child feel more secure and balanced. 

However,  it can be a real struggle when you are also balancing working and other children in 

the family. Here are some tips to support your child through this period. 

       Routines & Planning 

• Match their age: For younger children, try to mimic their regular school-term 

structure for meals, activities, and bedtimes. For teenagers, remember that having 

downtime to "just be" and recharge is highly important. 

• Plan the week together: Sit down at the start of each week to map out activities. Let 

your child choose a goal they want to work toward—whether it is a library reading 

challenge or just binge-watching their favourite show. It gives them a sense of control. 

• Go visual: Use whiteboards, charts, or weekly planners to outline the day. For 

younger children, use pictures or symbols (and let them draw them!). You can also 

build a "holiday board" filled with fun activity ideas to pick from. 

     Master the Sleep Routine 

• Keep bedtimes steady: Consistent wake-up and bedtimes keep life feeling normal 

and ensure children get enough rest. 

• The teenage sleep compromise: Teenagers naturally stay up later due to changing 

hormones. However, letting them sleep until midday ruins their sleep cycle and 

causes friction. Compromise on a reasonable wake-up time (like 9:30 AM) rather 

than 7:00 AM or noon. 



• Talk like an adult: When discussing sleep with your teen, think about how your 

teenage self would have wanted to be spoken to and approach the conversation with 

understanding. 

    Managing Changes & Transitions 

• Use fun countdowns: Moving from one activity to another can be tough. Give 10-

minute warnings, use timers, or let your child ask a smart speaker to set an alarm to 

give them a sense of ownership. 

• Show compassion: If your child struggles to stop an activity, validate their feelings. 

Say something like, "I know you're having so much fun and it's really frustrating that 

we have to stop now." 

• Build in flexibility: Life happens! Teach your child resilience by modelling adaptability. 

Prepare them for potential changes in advance by offering a backup plan (e.g., "We 

plan to drive, but if we can't, we will take the bus instead"). 

          Low-Pressure Parenting 

• Embrace doing nothing: You do not have to fill every single second of the day to be a 

good parent. Downtime is essential. It is entirely okay if your child watches a bit of TV, 

chills in their room, or just hangs out doing absolutely nothing. 

• Quality over quantity: Spending genuine, quality time together strengthens your 

relationship and provides your child with emotional security. 

Be kind to yourself! By balancing a loose structure with plenty of flexibility, you can help 

your child enjoy a happy, regulated summer break. 

Ideas for things to do! 

• Explore the Golden Mile: Take a stroll along the Promenade, hunt for sea glass, and 

spot the unique statues of the Great Promenade Show heading south from South Pier.  

• Stanley Park: Pack a picnic and explore Blackpool's beautiful, historic Stanley Park. It 

features an adventure playground, a boating lake and beautiful Italian gardens.  

• The Comedy Carpet: Spend some time reading the giant, granite Comedy Carpet 

across from the Blackpool Tower, which celebrates Britain’s best-loved jokes and 

catchphrases.  

• Grundy Art Gallery: Head to the Grundy Art Gallery on Queen Street to see family-

friendly contemporary exhibitions and free workshops, usually tailored for kids ages 

5–12 during the school holidays. 

https://www.goingonanadventure.co.uk/free-attractions-and-free-things-to-do-blackpool/
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attractions-g186332-Activities-zft11292-Blackpool_Lancashire_England.html
https://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/news/13-fun-things-to-do-with-the-kids-this-half-term-in-blackpool-8641153


• Library Craft Sessions: Check the schedule for your local library (like Central Library 

on Queen Street or Moor Park Library). They frequently host free, bookable sessions 

like mindful crafting and storytelling.  

• Active Fun: Look into local Active Blackpool programs, which regularly team up with 

the Council to offer free swimming sessions for under-16s and free tennis court 

access in local parks 

 

 

 

 

https://www.activeblackpool.co.uk/kids-activities/


1 -  

Dates for the Diary  

 

Please see the noticeboards out the front of school for the most recent and up to date diary 

dates.  

Primary Reward & Consequence System  

 

As part of our ongoing commitment to supporting every child to thrive, we are excited to 

introduce a new Rewards and Consequences system across school. This is designed to 

celebrate the fantastic behaviour we see from the vast majority of our pupils each day, while 

also helping us guide them when things don’t quite go to plan. The system will run from 



Nursery right through to Year 11, with small differences between Primary and Secondary to 

suit the age of the pupils. 

In Primary, children can earn a Ready, Respectful, Safe (RRS) reward point in every lesson by 

meeting our behaviour expectations. On occasions where a child goes above and beyond, 

teachers may also give an Exceeding Expectations award, worth 5 RRS points. Student of the 

Lesson cards will no longer be handed out. We are already seeing how motivated the 

children are to collect these points and celebrate their success. 

If a child’s behaviour falls short of expectations, we use a clear and fair set of consequences 

(C1–C5) to help them get back on track. More details can be found in the table overleaf. 

All Rewards and Consequences are logged so you can see how your child is doing by 

checking the behaviour section of the My Child At School (MCAS) app. Details for how to sign 

up to the app can be found on the primary newsletter. Please use this link 

https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin to login to the app. 

For Primary children, if a C2 is given, parents/carers will be updated by text message at the 

end of the day. Please ensure that we always have your correct mobile number in school. For 

a C3, C4, or C5, the class teacher will contact you in person or by phone to talk through what 

happened and how we can support your child moving forward. 

This system has been shared and discussed with the children in school, and they are really 

enthusiastic about earning points and making positive choices. 

We would like to take the opportunity to stress how vital it is that parents support us in 

upholding our new behaviour reward and consequence system. Should the need arise, we 

carefully and fairly unpick every situation, always working to ensure that children are treated 

consistently. Please note that we gain nothing from misrepresenting their behaviour so 

when staff in school inform you of any situation, we do so to give you a full and clear picture. 

For this system to truly benefit all children, it’s essential that the messages we share in 

school are reinforced at home. Our expectations are clear and simple, rooted in our values 

of being Ready, Respectful and Safe, and our school rules of 'good looking', 'good listening', 

'good sitting', 'kind friends'. When school and home work together with the same 

expectations, children thrive in a safe, supportive and consistent environment. 

We believe this approach will not only encourage and celebrate the wonderful behaviour we 

see in school every day but also help strengthen the important partnership between home 

and school. 

Thank you for your continued support — it really does make such a difference. Please don’t 

hesitate to get in touch with me at school if you’d like to talk about this further. 

Mr T Cooper, Assistant Headteacher  

https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin


 

Attendance 

 

                                                 Attendance %                            Late marks     

• RHH                                           94.00                                              0  

• 1MT                                           97.77                                              0  

• 2BH                                            99.14                                              2   

• 2JB                                             97.69                                              6  

• 3KG                                            89.84                                              1  

• 3HP                                            98.12                                              4  



• 4CBL                                          89.13                                               1  

• 4HB                                           96.25                                               5  

• 5MB                                          96.55                                               8    

• 5JH                                            94.91                                               8  

• 6TT                                            92.41                                               1  

• 6VA                                           93.10                                              11  

Keeping children safe! 

 

 



 

Nursery 

 

This week in Nursery we have started our topi of differences around the world, we have 

been reading the book ‘Handa’s Surpirse. The children have been looking at a world map, we 

have identified where we live and where Handa lives. We have also looked at the differences 

in where we live and where Handa lives, the children noticed lots of differences such as the 

houses we live in, our schools, the shops etc.   



Reception 

 

This week, we have been enjoying our class text 'My Granny is a Pirate'. The children have 

immersed themselves in pirate adventures by building their own pirate ship, designing 

colourful pirate flags, and using maps to complete an exciting treasure hunt. In Maths, we 

have been developing our understanding of positional language and describing the position 

of objects, while also improving our fluency with doubling, number bonds, and odd and 

even numbers. In English, the children have been using red pens to edit and improve their 

work. We have been particularly impressed with their resilience and their ability to listen 

carefully to feedback, helping them to make thoughtful improvements to their learning. 

Year 1 

 

What a lovely week in Year 1! 

In English we have planned and written our final pieces of writing, liked to our key text 'The 

Secret of Black Rock'. We were challenged to write a diary entry in the role of the main 



character Erin. I must say how incredibly proud I am of all of the children's writing. Visitors 

to our class are consistently recognising the children's impressive handwriting and 

presentation, independence and ambitious vocabulary. It is a true testament to their 

dedication, effort and hard work. Well done Year 1! 

In Maths we have began focusing on place value up to 100. We have focused on counting in 

10s using base 10 to help us, building numbers up to 100, focusing on tens and ones and 

counting from 50 to 100. This can be quite a tricky topic and the children have made a 

fantastic start. Mrs Thompson, the trust director for Maths, popped in to see us on 

Wednesday and she wanted me to share how proud and impressed she was with the 

children's mathematical knowledge and the progress they have made across the year.  

In Design and Technology we progressed our learning from last week 'what are wheels and 

axles?', this week focusing on free and fixed axles. These skills and knowledge will support us 

when we make our own free axle car at the end of our topic! 

On Friday, we had a lovely afternoon outside, observing changes we see in Summer. We 

went on a local area walk around our school grounds, spotting the signs of Summer we can 

recognise alongside any minibeasts we could find.  

I hope you have a lovely weekend.  

Miss Tench 

Year 2 

 

What a sensational week it has been in Year 2! In English, the children have been flexing 

their creative muscles by writing some truly wonderful character descriptions of Syd from 

our class story, Grandad’s Island. 



 In Maths, we have continued solidifying our knowledge about fractions, keeping a sharp 

focus on finding thirds this week. 

 Our young scientists have also been hard at work making investigations using shadow 

puppets, which successfully fulfilled another exciting step toward our Crest Award!  

Finally, we wrapped up our week today with a local area walk to 'The Rock gardens'. All of 

the children were absolutely fantastic and truly demonstrated our Unity values of being 

Ready, Respectful, and Safe while out in the community. Well done, Year 2—we are so proud 

of you!   

Year 3 

 



 

We have had another incredibly busy, hands-on week of learning in Year 3!  

From the classroom to the great outdoors, the children have been exploring everything from 

Egyptian landmarks to natural art. Here is a look at what we’ve been up to: 

This week, in English, we continued diving into our book about Usain Bolt, comparing his 

incredible sprinting achievements with the long-distance legacy of Mo Farah. In Maths, we 

continued with our Statistics topic, learning how to gather data efficiently and transform 

those numbers into clear, accurate bar charts. Meanwhile, our Science lessons explored the 

fascinating world of seed dispersal and the clever ways plants ensure their seeds travel far 

and wide to grow. 

We also took full advantage of the fresh air this week, heading down to the Rock Gardens for 

our PSHE lesson on how our bodies grow, where the children scavenged for natural materials 

to create their own skeletons. This outdoor creativity continued into Art, where leaves, 

flowers, pine cones and twigs were collected and used as experimental paintbrushes.  

Back in the classroom, our journey through Egypt shifted focus to its human features, 

exploring how human civilization and ancient structures have shaped the landscape. 

REMINDER - Showtown museum letters and payments. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Have a wonderful weekend! 

The Year 3 Team 



Year 4 

 

What a lovely week we have had in Year 4 ! The children are really showing that they are 

ready for their next chapter into Year 5. 

In English, we have been analysing our story 'The Journey', looking at writer's knowledge 

and practicing using fronted adverbials and alternative nouns. Next week we are going to be 

begin writing our diary entries and the children can't wait to show what they have been 

learning. 

In Science, we completed one of our Crest activities where the children had to research and 

debate about whether water companies should put flouride into our drinking water. They 

were able to articulate some really interesting ideas. 



Please could you begin to look for any school reading books at home and start to send them 

back in so that we can make sure we hit the ground running with books in September. 

Have a wonderful weekend  

Year 5 

 

This week in year 5  the children have been working hard practising their lines for our 

upcoming Year 5 production of Macbeth. The enthusiasm they are showing for Shakespeare 

is fantastic! To help us prepare for the big performance, all children have now been given 

their own scripts to keep at home. We would be incredibly grateful if you could spend some 

time reading through these with your child and helping them learn their lines. Little and 

often is the best approach to building their confidence. 



In Art, we have been getting hands-on and developing our 3D modelling skills. Influenced by 

the famous Swiss artist Alberto Giacometti, the children have been designing and creating 

their own tin foil sculptures. They did a brilliant job of manipulating the materials to capture 

the unique, elongated, and textured style that Giacometti is so well known for. We have 

some budding sculptors in our ranks! 

Have a wonderful weekend, and thank you for your continued support at home with the 

script rehearsals! 

Year 6 

 

This week we took part in an Inspiring Local Media virtual event, which gave Year 6 children 

a little window into roles within media. Our classes heard from 3 volunteers from TV, Radio 

and printed press from across the North West. 

Miss Lee came to introduce herself as the children's new Head of Year 7 which went down 

really well with the year group, who remember her from Year 4. They completed a transition 

questionnaire to let Miss Lee know all about them and their needs and wishes for Year 7. We 

have also started to explore the high school a little more, walking the corridors and having 

some lessons taught in the high school setting. Well done Year 6 for taking to this so well! 



Star of the week 

 

• RHH - Charlie - For showing resilience, focus in your writing this week! 

• 1MT - Mustafa - For the confidence you have built over this year and the fantastic 

progress you have made! 

• 2BH  - Blake & Dexter - For being fantastic role models and wonderful friends to 

others. We will miss you! 

• 2JB - Indi - For working hard on improving her presentation. 

• 3KG - Kendal - For supporting her peers with new learning. 

• 3HP - Fathy - For growing in confidence during whole class discussions and always 

having a positive attitude. 

• 4CBL - Carter - For really trying to edit and improve his work in English 

• 4HB - Jackson - For his excellent contributions to class discussions during Maths! 

• 5JH - Georgia - For the effort she has put into learning her lines for year 5's play. 

• 5MB -   Charlie-Jack - Super attitude and effort in intervention sessions. 

• 6TT - Moses - For always putting in 100% effort in every lesson, an excellent work 

ethic. 

• 6VA - Mia - For championing teaching younger children how to play nicely together. 



Lunchtime menu for next week 
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