@
NITY

ACADEMY BLACKPOOL

Unity Academy Primary Newsletter
5/12/2025



Your weekly roundup of all things years N -6!

A message from Mrs. Shaw

A Message

From

Mrs. Shaw

Another week done and one step closer to Christmas. It's certainly been a busy one!
Teaching and Learning

This week in primary, our teaching staff engaged in valuable Pupil Progress Meetings with
Mr Brimley, Mr Cooper and I. These sessions focused deeply on the progress of individual
children, ensuring every child has the best opportunities to succeed, and highlighted the
strong, positive relationships between staff and pupils. | always thoroughly enjoy these
meetings and would like to thank the staff team for their hard work and dedication to every
single Unity child.

Our school choir performed last night at Abingdon Street Market and were simply fantastic!
They sang beautifully and represented our school with pride. Thank you to all children and
families who attended!

In our primary RRS Behaviour Curriculum this week we have revisited the crucial topic of e-
safety and the impact of technology on our sleep quality. Establishing a consistent and

relaxing bedtime routine is incredibly important for children's overall health and learning. A
good routine signals to the body that it's time to wind down, helping to regulate the body's



natural sleep-wake cycle. However, the use of technology, such as tablets, phones, and
gaming consoles, especially right before bed, can significantly disrupt this process. The blue
light emitted by these screens suppresses the production of melatonin, the hormone that
makes us feel sleepy, making it harder to fall asleep and reducing the quality of rest. We
encourage all families to implement a "digital sunset" at least one hour before bedtime,
replacing screen time with calming activities like reading a book or listening to quiet music,
to ensure your child gets the restorative sleep they need to thrive. The children have had
some really thoughtful discussions in classrooms this week about what they could do to get
into a good bedtime routine instead of using technology!

Year 6 Steps to Success

Our Year 6 Steps to Success evening is taking place next Wednesday 10th December at
3:30pm. Parental support at this meeting is crucial as we will share the results of your child's
latest mock SATs tests with you and provide details of our precision tutoring sessions and our
Attitude to Learning Reward Scheme, along with ideas for how you can help your child at
home. Your attendance at this meeting will earn your child their first Attitude to Learning
credit! We look forward to seeing you there!

Managing Social Media and Messaging in a 24/7 World

The digital age has fundamentally changed childhood friendships, and this week we want to
highlight the importance of actively managing your child's social media and messaging usage,
including platforms like WhatsApp. Age restrictions, such as the minimum age of 13 for most
social media apps, are in place for critical safety and developmental reasons; they protect
children from content and interactions they are not emotionally ready to handle. Unlike
previous generations where playground disagreements ended at the school gates, constant
access to phones means friendship fallouts can now continue 24 hours a day, leading to
increased stress and anxiety. We strongly encourage all parents to enforce these age
restrictions and to take an active role in monitoring what their children are sending and
receiving. Checking your child's social media and message content is a crucial part of your
parental responsibility to ensure their safety and well-being, helping to shield them from
inappropriate material and harmful exchanges.

And finally ...

Have a wonderful weekend everyone!
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Last year, around one in five young people aged 10-15 in England and Wales

> ONLINE

online

commonly being insulted or sworn at, or having hurtful messages sent about them. To someone who's being bullied, the
‘world can seem like a bleak, negative place - but just one kind word can be a ray of hope: a turning point that brightens their
day and refreshes their perspective. That's why ‘One Kind Word' is the theme of Anti-Bullying Week 2021. We're supporting
this year's event by bringing you ten top tips for beating online bullying by replacing it with kindness.

PRAISE WHERE IT'S DUE
Sometimes a friend or relative might post
online about something they’re proud to
have achieved: maybe an exam they've
passed, a new skill they've learned or a
task they've completed. Celebrate their

| kind enough to praise them for it publicly.

It’s not always easy to tell what kind of
mood someone is in just from what they

post online. Simply dropping somebody a
message to say ‘hi’, to ask if they're OK

or to tell them that you're thinking of .
them could totally make their day. “‘__.

RECOMMEND FUN THINGS (@)

If there’s something you enjoy doing online
= perhaps you play a particular game, or
you've found a really cool site -~ share it
with someone you think will enjoy it. Even
recommending a film or TV show you think
they'll like can bring a littie happiness to
someone who really needs it.

OFFER TO HELP

Sometimes you might see a friend or

family member posting a question

online or asking for help with 0 )
something they can’t do -
themselves. Don't just ignore it - qk )
If you can help, get in touch. |
Something that's difficuit for them
might be no trouble for you! 2

POST POSITIVELY ©

Lots of people seem to go online purely to
complain about things or be negative. Just
because you're communicating online
(and not face to face) doesn’t mean you
can’t be positive, though! Post about
things that make you happy and that
you're thankful for. it could brighten
someone eise’s day.

Meet Our Expert

It somebody that you know has done
something positive or shown kindness
themselves, go online and thank them
with a message or a post. Expressing
your gratitude costs nothing and
showing someone that you appreciate
them will really make them feel good.

@ ) &= UNDERSTANDING

Showing empathy towards others is an
act of online kindness which often gets
overlooked. If you notice that someone
you know is upset, drop them a message.
Sometimes people just need someone
eise to listen to them and understand
their situation.

/i

SHARE INSPIRATIONAL POSTS

' When you see something online that
Iinspires you or mokes you feel happy,
share it with people you know. A spot-on
quotation, a beautiful photo or an uplifting
video can lift someone’s spirits and help

them to feel better about life. E

(©) THINK BEFORE COMMENTING

Thinking before we act can be just as
important as acting In the first place.
Taking a second to consider what you're
saying In advance could stop you from
posting something negative, hurtful or
offensive - even if you don‘t mean to.
It's better to post positively or not

post at all.

: S
LIKE, LOVE AND ENGAGE

If somebody posts something that you like
on social media, don't just scroll past ~
take the time to like it, love it or leave an

appreciative comment! Reacting ‘
positively to other people’s posts

might seem like a small gesture
but could mean a lot to them.
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What Parents & Carer:

online safety with thel

Need to Know about

AGE-INAPPR”PRIATE CONTENT

“Inappropriate” means different things to different people. What's acceptable for one age group, for example, may be
unsuitable for a slightly younger audience. Online, young people can chance upon inappropriate content in various
ways - from pop-up ads to TikTok videos. The increasingly young age at which children become active in the digital
world heightens the risk of them Innocently running into something that they find upsetting or frightening. Trusted
aduilts need to be able to help children be aware of what to do If they're exposed to age-inappropriate content.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Age-inappropriate comem I-
easily accessible thri
social media platforms. g
for instance, is hugely popular
with young people but is arguably best
known for clips featuring sexu:
dancing or profanity.
xpress hate
pvomole eating disorders and sell-harm,
which ci use lasting damage to a
s erationts ot e ot

GAMING

Gaming Is an enjoyable source of
entertalnment, but many popular tities
can expose children to Inappropriate
material such as violence, horror,
gambling or sexually explicit content.

\aying games unsuitable for their age
risks normalising to children what they
are seeing. Some games also include
In- me chal where other (usually

oniine piayers often use language

mu! you probobly wouldn’t want your
child to hear or repeat.

Al g

The range of video streaming services
avalable online means that users can
find almost anything they want to watch
on demand. Chiidren are therefore at risk
of viewing TV shows and movies
Contain nudity, drug and alcohol s
explicit language and extreme violence,
Unfortunately, e streaming platforms
1 delelmlns that it’s not an
adult who's watc

-
ADVERTS

Online adverts fraquently include
age-inappropriate content: usually.

gai g and nudity or partial nudity,

Sithough adverts for alco

e-cigarettes are also oo, Soma

search engines also feature adverts that

are responsiva to your search history: 5o

if you'va recantly looked up a new horror

movie, shopped tor lingaris or order

alcohol online, then the ads appeal

O Bceser Sould eflack this tho next 8
your child borrows your device.
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The 20 Days of Christmas - Attendance Incentive

We have 2 action packed weeks of school left this half term before we break for the
Christmas holidays. As the weather gets colder and the days darker sometimes it is hard to
get ourselves into school on time every day.

From Monday children will earn a chocolate treat on Friday if they have been in school on
time every day that week.

And for those children who are in school on time every day for the next 20 days, they will
receive a selection box on the last day of the term!

Dates for the Diary

WIWWAZAIZNS:Corm.ar

e 8th December - Panto Trip for RHH, 2JB, 3HP, 4CBL, 5MB & 6VA

e 9th December - School Choir performing at Blackpool Music Service Christmas
Festival - Rehearsal in the day

e 10th December - Panto Trip for 1MT, 2BH, 3KG, 4HB, 5JH and 6TT

e 10th December - Year 6 Steps to Success Evening



11th December - Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Lunch Day
12th December - Christmas Carol Service (Y3/4)

15th December - 2:15pm - EYFS/ Y1 Nativity

16th December - EIf Run

16th December - 9:15am - EYFS/ Y1 Nativity

18th December - Nursery Christmas Party and Entertainer

17th December - Reception to Y6 Christmas parties

18th December - Nursery to Y4 Individual Santa Visits. Y5/ Y6 - Santa Visiting
classrooms

19th December - Non-uniform day for primary - 12:30pm finish

5th January - School Reopens for Spring Term

Christmas Hamper Appeal

As the festive season approaches, Unity will once again be running our annual Christmas Hamper Appeal to
support families in our community. We are collecting non-perishable foods and essential items to help those
who may appreciate a little extra support at this time of year.

Donations can be brought to school from Monday 1st December to Friday 5th December. Drop-off points will
be available in the main school entrance.

All donated items will be assembled into hampers and distributed to families within our community.
Suggested donation items include:

Canned goods (vegetables, fruit, soup)

Pasta and rice

Cereal and porridge oats

Cooking oil

Canned beans and lentils

Long-life milk

Baby formula, nappies and baby wipes

Hygiene products (toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, shampoo)
Non-perishable snacks (granola bars, crackers)

Warm clothing items (gloves, socks, hats)

Please note that we are unable to accept alcohol or any items unsuitable for families.
Thank you in advance for your generosity and for supporting our community.
Yours sincerely,

& f-.’,_:;f_f-fe
Standards Lead for Physical Education



Celebrating Culture and Difference

As part of our ongoing commitment to supporting every child to thrive, we are excited to
introduce a new Rewards and Consequences system across school. This is designed to
celebrate the fantastic behaviour we see from the vast majority of our pupils each day, while
also helping us guide them when things don’t quite go to plan. The system will run from
Nursery right through to Year 11, with small differences between Primary and Secondary to
suit the age of the pupils.

In Primary, children can earn a Ready, Respectful, Safe (RRS) reward point in every lesson by
meeting our behaviour expectations. On occasions where a child goes above and beyond,
teachers may also give an Exceeding Expectations award, worth 5 RRS points. Student of the
Lesson cards will no longer be handed out. We are already seeing how motivated the
children are to collect these points and celebrate their success.

If a child’s behaviour falls short of expectations, we use a clear and fair set of consequences
(C1-C5) to help them get back on track. More details can be found in the table overleaf.

All Rewards and Consequences are logged so you can see how your child is doing by
checking the behaviour section of the My Child At School (MCAS) app. Details for how to sign



up to the app can be found on the primary newsletter. Please use this link
https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin to login to the app.

For Primary children, if a C2 is given, parents/carers will be updated by text message at the
end of the day. Please ensure that we always have your correct mobile number in school. For
a C3, C4, or C5, the class teacher will contact you in person or by phone to talk through what
happened and how we can support your child moving forward.

This system has been shared and discussed with the children in school, and they are really
enthusiastic about earning points and making positive choices.

We would like to take the opportunity to stress how vital it is that parents support us in
upholding our new behaviour reward and consequence system. Should the need arise, we
carefully and fairly unpick every situation, always working to ensure that children are treated
consistently. Please note that we gain nothing from misrepresenting their behaviour so
when staff in school inform you of any situation, we do so to give you a full and clear picture.
For this system to truly benefit all children, it’s essential that the messages we share in
school are reinforced at home. Our expectations are clear and simple, rooted in our values
of being Ready, Respectful and Safe, and our school rules of 'good looking', 'good listening',
'good sitting', 'kind friends'. When school and home work together with the same
expectations, children thrive in a safe, supportive and consistent environment.

We believe this approach will not only encourage and celebrate the wonderful behaviour we
see in school every day but also help strengthen the important partnership between home
and school.

Thank you for your continued support — it really does make such a difference. Please don’t
hesitate to get in touch with me at school if you’d like to talk about this further.

Mr T Cooper, Assistant Headteacher

An RRS point awarded for A direct reminder
R1 meeting expectations Cl of RRS

expectations

100 RRS points achieved, i i
R2 text message home to ‘'ormal warning,
inform parents. C2 recorded on Class

Charts

200 RRS points achieved,

R3 certificate awarded in 15 minutes
assembly. C3 reflection in buddy

class

500 RRS points achieved, Remainder of
badge awarded in session (AM/PM) in
assembly. Reflection Room

1000 RRS points achieved,
invitation to end of year
rewards trip.

Day in the
Reflection Room
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Vistt www bfcct.co.uk 10 view all of the activities BFCCT deliver. Charity Registrasion Number: 1128238

PREMIER LEAGUE
KICKS

We deliver a number of FREE weekly sessions across Blackpool, between 4pm and 7:30pm. Sessions include open football for
everyone, giris-only sessions and football for young people with disabilities.

We also provide opportunities to take part in matches and tournaments, and compete with other Community Trust Premier League
Kicks teams from around the country. If you want to get Involved Just turn up and speak to one of our coaches.

THURSDAY

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

North Stand
Community Hub

Al segions term time only




Attendance

Attendance % Late marks
* RHH 95.69 6
e IMT 93.98 1
e 2BH 92.08 5
e 2JB 88.84 3
e 3KG 98.61 2
e 3HP 89.88 3
e 4CBL 97.04 7
e 4HB 94.64 3
e 5JH 90.52 6
e 5MB 99.14 5
e 6TT 93.33 8

* 6VA 94.58 6



Keeping children safe!
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Nursery

Nursery

See
(|

This week in Nursery we have enjoyed reading the story, ‘Stickman.” The children have joined
in with some of the repeated phrases in the story and have made some of our own stick
men in the playdough.

We have been working hard on creating some Christmas decorations, these are based on
different shapes we have been learning about in nursery. The children have also worked
hard on learning our nativity songs and did their first practise yesterday, they did amazing!

Reception

Reception

See
°a

In Reception this week, we have been reading Letter to Santa and were inspired to write our
own wonderful letters to him. In Maths, we explored 2D shapes, thinking about their
properties and where we see them in everyday life, as well as investigating the different
shapes we can make by folding paper. We also practised sequencing our day, talking about
the activities we do in the morning and at night time. The children have been working very



hard on our Nativity, learning the songs and practising their lines. They've also been using
their artistic and fine motor skills to create some lovely Christmas crafts.

Year 1

In English we have been very excited to start our new text 'Rapunzel’ by Bethan Woollvin.
We began the week by finding a mysterious package in our classroom, as we opened it we
unveiled a spell book which included a witch's hat, a leaf and a lock of golden hair! We made
predictions about what they are, why they're here and how these may link to other story.
We then read our new text and sequenced the events of the story.

In our Maths lessons this week we had a a very special visitor, Mrs Thompson who leads
Maths within our trust. She observed one of our lessons and was very very impressed with
the children's knowledge and their confidence in explaining their thoughts and steps to
complete Math's questions. Well done Year 1!

This week we have also completed our moving christmas cards which we designed last week.
These included spinning snowflakes, using a lever mechanism and a moving snowglobe
element using a slider mechanism.

We have also been practising very hard for our choir performance in the EYFS Nativity. If you
are able to join us please complete the letter which was sent home earlier this week and
bring it back into school. If you require a new letter please ask a member of our team.

| hope you have a lovely weekend.



Year 2

This week Year 2 have been working incredibly hard on writing letters in English where they
have followed their plans and have created some really interesting responses to Tom on how
he can keep safe on his journey down the river! In maths, we have been exploring 2D shapes,
looking specifically at the sides and vertices of them, which we have been amazing at
recognising.

Finally we were very lucky on Wednesday where we had a 'History Learning Day' all about
the Great Fire of London, which the children have been exploring in History this half term.
We created our own London's burning artwork and constructed our own replica houses;
Year 2 loved this day and we have some brilliant items to display around school from it! Well
done for another great week!



Year 3

What a busy week Year 3 have had!

In Maths we have been multiplying 2 digit numbers by a 1 digit number using column
method. We are so proud of all of Year 3 for the amount of effort they have put into their
Maths work as it can be quite a tricking method to do.

In English we have been planning our fable narrative ready to write it next week all about
the fox and the magpie.

In DT we have been finishing our pneumatic reindeer and putting together the pneumatic
system to make the reindeer's mouth open and close.

In Science we have carried out an investigation to see which soil can absorb more water.



We have also been practicing lots for our Christmas carol concert and the children are so
excited to preform to you next Friday.

We hope you all have a lovely weekend.

The Year 3 Team

Year 4

What a busy week in year 4!

This week, we have come to the end of our Multiplication and Division topic in maths. There
have been lots of competitive games of Hit the Button and TTRockstars to support our
learning!



In English, we have been continuing with our story 'Leaf' - thinking about setting
descriptions and the content included in our example text. We have used prepositions,
fronted adverbials and expanded noun phrases to improve our writing.

We have begun to get into the festive spirit, with elves entering our classrooms and

decorating them!

Have a lovely weekend, The Year 4 team

Year 5

Our year 5 scientists have been investigating again this week and made a new product -
causin plastic - by mixing milk and vinegar together. It was a bit like Little Miss Muffet as we
had to separate the curds and whey before moulding the mixture just like it would have



been done in the 1940s when causin plastic was invented and used to make buttons, dice
and spoons. We also created carbon dioxide when mixing vinegar and bicarbonate of soda,
seeing a balloon fill with the gas as a result of the chemical reaction.

In DT we have created our frames for their fairground rides ready to build their electrical
circuits next half-term.

Next week we will be completing an arithmetic test - practising the column method for
addition, subtraction, multiplication and the bus stop method for division will support them

to develop their accuracy and speed.

Update on the UCLAN trip - Thank you for all the permission slips that have been returned
and the payments received so far. Payment is due by 16th January through the MCAS
app. Please can the permission slips be returned before the end of this half-term.

Wishing you all a lovely weekend,

The year 5 team

Year 6

Finally It's December and the naughty elf has arrived in year 6.

Another busy week. We've been covering light in science and have been doing experiments
to see how light travels. Three different experiments using prisms and light boxes have been
carried out.

We have started to collect money for the EIf Run and are competing to see who can collect
the largest amount of sponsorship and win one of the coveted EIf Run Medals. Good luck
everyone!



Children have brought home an RE questionnaire this week; so far, only a third of these have
been returned. These are needed for our RE lesson on Monday afternoon so please could
the remaining ones come back to school on Monday morning? Thank you - they may well be
hidden at the bottom of the book bag!

Star of the week

®* RHH - Rueben - For always following our school values, ready, respectful and safe!

e 1MT - Polly - For going above and beyond, especially during our learning inputs and
as we prepare for our Nativity!



2BH - Daniel - For going above and beyond in everything he does and for being a
fantastic role model.

2JB - Gracie-Lee - For her mature attitude to learning and being a fantastic helper!
3KG - Jaxon - For his effort in his English work over the last few weeks!

3HP - Jacob - For trying really hard to complete some tricky maths work and his
enthusiasm during our Christmas concert practice.

4CBL - Faith - For her wonderful attitude to learning !
4HB - Isaac - James - For his wonderful attitude towards learning and hard work!
5JH - Mya - For her hard work and attitude towards learning.

5MB - Astin - For his fantastic attitude to his writing and the pride he has shown
when completing each section of his setting description.

5MB - Ismaeel - For his developing focus and attitude to learning

6TT - Sophia - For her fantastic attitude and all the effort she puts in to everything
she does.

6VA - Macai - For attitude to learning
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The branded uniform will be stocked at Bispham Clothing (01253 276047) and Ragamuffins (01253 390717)
®) UNITY UNIFORM If you need any assistance with purchasing uniform please contact Alyson at com/

or Kath at Ragamuffin. Non branded items may be bought from a wide range of retailers

COMPULSORY ITEMS OF PRIMARY SCHOOL UNIFORM 2024/2025

You must wear these items every day to school

—_— Plain black
el XY U0

Plain black tights

Unity logo 3
s " No logo, brand
Fialn white shirt nity logojumper cardigan Tailored Skirt Trousers ¢ ogzan::. S
No logo or branding Plain black V-neck jumper  p i bjacy cardigan 4 Plain black, no logo or i
with Unity logo on the left 9 Plain black Available at many
st with Unity logo on branding votallers

the left chest

IOptionaI Uniform PE Uniform

(No children in any year group are to come to school wearing P.E. kit)

' X 4

Black shorts Black Pumps
Red polo shirt or Trainers

Plain white  gjack Blazer
Shorts Summer socks with the Unity

h (Tobe wom with g0
Plain black dress summer dress) &

Unity Academy Footwear |
O
NITY

ACADEMY BLACKPOOL

Footwear should be all black with no identifiable
markings. If this footwear is a boot it must be no bigger
than ankle length. No crocs or sandals are permitted.
Trainers are permitted as long as they are fully black.
Please checkthe guide opposite

Jewellery and Hair

‘A maximum of 2 earrings can be worn in each ear. These should be stud-type
earrings. No other visible piercings are allowed.

If children have ear piercings, they should be able to remove and replace them
independently for PE.

Children should not wear rings for school, it is unsafe on play equipment.

Any necklaces and/or bracelets are to be kept inside the shirt and removed for PE.
Primary aged students are expected to have long hair tied back for health and
safety reasons. Bows and bobbles should be black, white or red

The school will not allow students to have words/logos shaved into their hair.

The school will have due regard to equality laws when considering hair styles.
Hairstyles and head coverings that are part of the culture and identity of an ethnic
or racial group will be respected

The school would prefer children's hair to be of a natural colour but will tolerate
hair which has been coloured. Children should not have very bright, non-natural
hair colourants (e.g. green, blue etc.)

Lunchtime menu for this week




Roast Chicken with

British Beef Burger, Cook's Choice Sustainable Salmon
Margherita & Oven Sage & Onion Potato Wedges & Chicken Curry with | Stars & Oven Baked
Baked Potatoes (v) || Stuffing, Mash Potato Coleslaw Wholegrain/White Chips

Or & Gravy Or Rice Or
Tomato & Basil Or Vegetarian Hot Dog, Or Vegetable & Cheese
Wholegrain Pasta (v) Spicy Tomato & Potato Wedges & Diddy Cheese & Boke & Oven Boked
Broccoli Pasta Boke Coleslaw (v) Tomato Pizza Ponini Chips (v)
™ with Coleslaw (v)
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