
War
Ch

anc
e Religion

Government

Key 
PeoplePublic 

Health

Science
 

& 

techno
logy

mailto:history@unity.fcat.org.uk


2

Part four: Modern medicine
Modern treatment of disease: the development of the pharmaceutical 
industry; penicillin, its discovery by Fleming, its development; new 
diseases and treatments, antibiotic resistance; alternative treatments.

The impact of war and technology on surgery: plastic surgery; blood 
transfusions; X-rays; transplant surgery; modern surgical methods, 
including lasers, radiation therapy and keyhole surgery.

Modern public health: the importance of Booth, Rowntree, and the Boer 
War; the Liberal social reforms; the impact of two world wars on public 
health, poverty and housing; the Beveridge Report and the Welfare State; 
creation and development of the National Health Service; costs, choices 
and the issues of healthcare in the 21st century.



Quick quizzes
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Useful website with information 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zdhk7ty/revision/1

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zdhk7ty/revision/1
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Date Name Details Impact

1906 Free school meals 158000 children having a meal 
every day by 1914

Weight goes up in term time and 
overall. Only 1/2 the councils 
provided meals and only in term 
time. In the holidays weight could 
drop again.

1907 School medical 
service

Children could see the doctor 
and get treatment for free.

Improved children’s health but was 
only available for free while they 
were school children.

1908 Children and 
young persons act
Old Age Pension

- Gave children  protected status
- 70 or over. 5s for single person 
7s 6d for married people

- Can not insure a child's life but 
did little to stop the causes of 
juvenile crime
- safety net to avoid the workhouse 
in old age but average life 
expectancy was 50. 

1909 Labour exchanges Offices were setup to find the 
unemployed wok. By 1914 they 
were putting 3000 people a day 
into work.

It was not compulsory for 
employers to register vacancies.

1911 National 
Insurance Act

‘9d for 4d’ Workers paid 4d, 
boss 3d and government 2d a 
week

Up to 26 weeks of sick pay at 10s a 
week and free health care but their 
families did not get free health 
care. They also had less money in 
their weekly wage.

1918 Health Visitors Clinic for pregnant women and 
day nurses.

Improved care for mothers and 
reduced infant mortality.

1930 Slum Clearance Building overcrowded back to 
back houses was banned and old   
houses cleared.

Removed the causes of many health 
problems.

1948 NHS Free health care and treatment 
for all.

Reduced infant mortality and          
increased life expectancy.



8



9

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zvgs34j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-44560590
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zjndmp3/revision/1

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zjndmp3/revision/1
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If you want to know more...
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https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=Qxx14RCxbl
g&list=PLqNTJTYxk5dq
VlLFWgJK-o7L0yyVki0n
6

https://www.nationalarchi
ves.gov.uk/education/se
ssions/medicine-on-the-
western-front/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/pr
ogrammes/b04dq8j7

https://www.bbc.co.uk/pr
ogrammes/articles/2Lwp
BTHK7f5PwhwFNYJ6G
V7/medicine-through-tim
e

https://www.bbc.co.uk/pr
ogrammes/p00xj03y

https://quizlet.com/_81mtv4?x=1jqt&i=1kh5hl
https://quizlet.com/_81mtv4?x=1jqt&i=1kh5hl
https://quizlet.com/_81sczq?x=1jqt&i=1kh5hl
https://quizlet.com/_81sczq?x=1jqt&i=1kh5hl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qxx14RCxblg&list=PLqNTJTYxk5dqVlLFWgJK-o7L0yyVki0n6
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qxx14RCxblg&list=PLqNTJTYxk5dqVlLFWgJK-o7L0yyVki0n6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qxx14RCxblg&list=PLqNTJTYxk5dqVlLFWgJK-o7L0yyVki0n6
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/medicine-on-the-western-front/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/medicine-on-the-western-front/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/medicine-on-the-western-front/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/medicine-on-the-western-front/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/why-what-bubonic-plague-doctor-wear-beak-beaked-mask-bubonic-black-death-facts-history-strange-outfit-clothing-cloak/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/why-what-bubonic-plague-doctor-wear-beak-beaked-mask-bubonic-black-death-facts-history-strange-outfit-clothing-cloak/
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https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/why-what-bubonic-plague-doctor-wear-beak-beaked-mask-bubonic-black-death-facts-history-strange-outfit-clothing-cloak/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/why-what-bubonic-plague-doctor-wear-beak-beaked-mask-bubonic-black-death-facts-history-strange-outfit-clothing-cloak/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/why-what-bubonic-plague-doctor-wear-beak-beaked-mask-bubonic-black-death-facts-history-strange-outfit-clothing-cloak/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/birth-creation-nhs-britain-national-health-service-how-aneurin-bevan-reaction/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/birth-creation-nhs-britain-national-health-service-how-aneurin-bevan-reaction/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/birth-creation-nhs-britain-national-health-service-how-aneurin-bevan-reaction/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/birth-creation-nhs-britain-national-health-service-how-aneurin-bevan-reaction/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/birth-creation-nhs-britain-national-health-service-how-aneurin-bevan-reaction/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/a-big-day-in-history-alexander-fleming-discovers-penicillin/
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https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/a-big-day-in-history-alexander-fleming-discovers-penicillin/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04dq8j7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04dq8j7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2LwpBTHK7f5PwhwFNYJ6GV7/medicine-through-time
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-35064071
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-35064071
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQl0W62DCAY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQl0W62DCAY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MtPMIJuWeas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MtPMIJuWeas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cC46y8ilzB8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cC46y8ilzB8

