
Y11 Parents
Information Evening

Tuesday 8th September 2026



Agenda for the Evening

• Introduction – Mr Stewart

• Behaviour and Expectations – Mrs Brophy

• Assessment and Reporting cycle in Y11 – Mrs Isles

• Support and intervention in Y11 – Miss Pickup

• How parents and carers can support revision - Miss Upton

• The transition from Y11 to post-16 education and training – Mrs Isles

 



GCSE Results in the summer!



What do you believe 
your child is capable of?





Our school vision
“To drive the academic and character 

development of learners, so that they may shape 
wider society and the communities they inhabit”

•“Character shapes society.” abbr



Our School Values



• What schools expect

• What parents expect

• What students expect



•Attend

•Behave

•Work Hard
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Behaviour and expectations



Rationale for our behaviour expectations
• High expectations for success in adult life
• Happy children = successful children
• Fairness / parity
• School is a mini society reflecting the world we live in – every 

action has a consequence
• Young people like rules and boundaries, they may not agree 

with them but can understand them when they are 
consistently and fairly applied to everyone

• 'late'' 15 mins after school the same day / CC3 
24hours notice for 30 mins  / SLT the following Friday for 1 
hour



Behaviour curriculum
• To help pupils understand the rules, expectations and 

boundaries a behaviour curriculum has been introduced
• The behaviour curriculum means that a base level of 

acceptance is shared. What is acceptable in one home may 
not be acceptable in another so it’s important that we have an 
agreed level of acceptance in school

• The behaviour curriculum will be delivered in assemblies, form 
time and in drop down sessions

• There is nothing in the behaviour curriculum that does not 
reflect societal norms.



Fundamental British Values
• Democracy
• Rule of law
• Individual liberty
• Mutual respect
• Tolerance of different faiths and 

beliefs

• This underpins the behaviour 
curriculum



Rewards
• The focus at Unsworth is to reward pupils for doing the right 

thing, living out our values and upholding our rules and 
expectations (add the Be Values here)

• We want to celebrate your child’s successes
• Staff are actively encouraged to praise and reward every day
• This year we will be especially focusing on those children who 

get it right consistently, for their exceptional approach to 
school life every day



Sanctions

• Sanctions are never personal, they are always about the 
behaviour - not the individuals

• Sanctions are given with care and to enable students to 
understand that actions have consequences.

• School wants to work in partnership with parents
• If I let you off, I let you down
• If you child is sanctioned, ask them about it, contact 

school for clarification



Support
• When your child does something wrong, inevitably as a parent / 

carer you want to support them, care for them, it’s a natural 
reaction

• Please contact school if you need further information
• Children need to see that school and home and working together 

and not as an opportunity to ‘play us off against each other’
• The home school partnership is so crucial for every child.
• If you are happy about something, please tell us, if you have any 

concerns - please talk to us.
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Year 11 Assessment and Reporting Cycle 2026/27
Event/Exams/Reports/Parent's Evenings Date

College Presentations Week Commencing Monday 28th September

Bury Post-16 Careers Event – Castle Leisure Centre 30th Sept 2026 (3:30-7pm)

Year 11 Mock Interviews Thursday 22nd October

Mock Exam Series 1 Monday 9th – Friday 20th November

Autumn Progress Report Week commencing Monday 7th December

Year 11 Parents' Evening Thursday 10th December (4-7pm)

Christmas Holidays – ALL COLLEGE APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED

Mock Exams 2 Monday 8th – Friday 26th February

Spring Progress Report Week commencing Monday 22nd March

Year 11 Parents' Evening Thursday 25th March (4-7pm)

Easter Holidays – REVISION, REVISION, REVISION

GCSE Exams begin Monday 10th May

GCSE Exams end Friday 18th June (Contingency date 23rd June)

School Prom Wednesday 23rd June (TBC)

GCSE Results Thursday 19th August 2027



Progress Update - Example
Name: Joe Bloggs Form: 11U



• 2027 GCSE examinations dates have been confirmed. (You have a copy of 
the timetable in your handouts tonight)

• During GCSEs Normal lessons continue – NO STUDY LEAVE

• Bespoke timetable constructed for the final exam preparations. 

• Period 6 – attendance expected on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday after school (finish at 4pm) different format to lessons 
(masterclasses, lectures etc)

• Period 6 begins on Monday 21st September for 6 weeks 
  (ahead of first set of mock examinations)

GCSE Exams 2027



Period 6 Overview

Week
Dates (2026) P6/Exams

4 21 Sept – 25 Sept Period 6 - Wk 1
5 28 Sept – 2 Oct Period 6 - Wk 2
6 5 Oct – 9 Oct Period 6 - Wk 3
7 12 Oct - 16 Oct Period 6 - Wk 4
8 19 Oct - 22 Oct Period 6 - Wk 5

OCTOBER HALF TERM
9 2 Nov – 6 Nov Period 6 - Wk 6

10 9 Nov - 13 Nov Y11 Mocks 1 Wk 1
11 16 Nov - 20 Nov Y11 Mocks 1 Wk 2
12 23 Nov - 27 Nov
13 30 Nov – 4 Dec
14 7 Dec – 11 Dec Progress report/Parents Evening
15 14 Dec - 18 Dec

Week Dates (2027) P6/Exams

17 4 Jan - 8 Jan Period 6 - Wk 1
18 11 Jan - 15 Jan Period 6 - Wk 2
19 18 Jan - 22 Jan Period 6 - Wk 3
20 25 Jan – 29 Jan Period 6 - Wk 4
21 1 Feb - 5 Feb Period 6 - Wk 5
22 8 Feb - 12 Feb Y11 Mocks 2 Wk 1

FEBRUARY HALF TERM
23 22 Feb – 26 Feb Y11 Mocks 2 Wk 2
24 1 Mar - 5 Mar
25 8 Mar - 12 Mar
26 15 Mar - 19 Mar
27 22 Mar - 25 Mar Progress report/Parents Evening

EASTER HOLIDAYS



GCSE Exam Timetable (first week)

Date Start Length Board Component Code Component Title

Wk 1

Monday 10 

May 09:00 01:30 OCR J277/01 Computer Science: Computer Systems

Tuesday 11 

May 09:00 01:45 AQA 8461/1H Biology Paper 1 Tier H

Tuesday 11 

May 09:00 01:15 AQA 8464/B/1H

Combined Sci Trilogy Biology Paper 

1H

Tuesday 11 

May 09:00 01:15 AQA 8464/B/1F Combined Sci Trilogy Biology Paper 1F

Tuesday 11 

May 13:00 01:15 OCR R184 Contemporary Issues in Sport

Wednesday 

12 May 09:00 01:45 AQA 8702/1 English Literature Paper 1

Thursday 13 

May 09:00 01:45 EDEXL/GCSE 1RB0 1B Religious Studies B Paper 1

Friday 14 May 09:00 01:30 EDEXL/GCSE 1MA1 1H

Mathematics: Paper 1 Higher (Non-

Calculator)

Friday 14 May 09:00 01:30 EDEXL/GCSE 1MA1 1F

Mathematics: Paper 1 Foundation 

(Non-Calculator)
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Year 11 – Head of Progress

Miss Pickup

Year 11 – Pastoral Leader

Mr Gilchrist



11U – Miss Burns

11N – Miss Lodge

11S – Ms Jackson

11W – Mrs Ross

11O – Dr Hatchell

   11R – Mrs Povey-Fitton

11T – Mrs White

11H- Mr Wright

Year 11 Form Mentors



Form Time Routines

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Assembly English quotes 
discussion and 
intervention

Personal 
Development 
(English & 
maths 
intervention)

Personal 
Development 
(English & 
maths 
intervention)

Maths 
discussion and 
intervention 



Support from school

• Head of progress – analyse assessment data to identify students who 
need support / intervention to boost progress.

• Year 11 mentoring programme – 1:1 support from a designated 
mentor

• Intervention - subject specific, 1:1 support with pastoral manager of 
HOP, year 11 mentoring, well-being support.

• Parental contact – phone calls, updates and meetings



•Careers Lead – Mrs Isles
•College applications – PD time, form mentors and year 

team
•Maths / English intervention – form time Tuesday and 

Friday plus breakout groups throughout the week
•Pastoral support – Miss Pickup, Mr Gilchrist
•Easter/May half term revision sessions and period 6
•Rev up sessions – bespoke exam timetable for year 11

Additional Support



•96% Attendance is our minimum

•Outstanding punctuality to school and lessons 

•Professional / correct uniform – get the basics 
right.

•Be prepared - equipment including charged 
iPad and school bag. Phones in pouches.

•Excellent attitude to learning in all lessons

Non-Negotiables
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"School improvement and school effectiveness 
research consistently shows that parental 
engagement is one of the key factors in securing 
higher student achievement." Dept for Education

The Power of Parent Partnership



What can you do to support your child in 

achieving the best possible results?
- Encourage your child to attend period 6 sessions, form time interventions and lunch 

time clubs – monitor via Arbor
- Create a space that is conducive to revision
- Encourage your child to make a (realistic) timetable of the revision they intend to 

complete each day and check they have completed it
- Encourage revision, chunking areas of focus with regular breaks 
- Encourage your child to treat mock exams like they are the actual exams
- Regular reminders that every lesson counts
- Recall questions – look over revision and quiz
- Play GCSEpod playlists on car journeys
- Check/ remind homework completion on Arbor



Y11 Homework Timetable

*Maths and Science homework is both set on the Sparx platforms. These run Monday to Sunday. Pupils must ensure their 
homework is complete by Sunday evening.  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Maths* Science*
Option K

Option L English Option J



What might your child's revision look like?

1) Revision guides

RAG rate 
topics to 
prioritise 
revision



What might your child's revision look like?

2) Cue cards



What might your child's revision look like?

3) Mind maps



What might your child's revision look like?

4) Past paper questions

  and mark

  schemes



What might your child's revision look like?

5) Quick fire questions

Ask a series of 4-5 questions after your child has done 
a period of revision

What can they remember?

What do they still need to work on?



Digital Revision



For 
example, 
GCSEPOD...







Different Revision Activities!



For example, 
Seneca...



For 
example, 
Showbie
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Preparing for Post-16 Pathways

•  (w/c 28th September) - College assemblies during form time

• Holy Cross, Bury College, Salford College, Hopwood Hall & Bolton College

• Discussions regarding post-16 pathways

• Applications to at least TWO post-16 providers

• Mock Interview day Thursday 22nd October – a CV will be required (form time)

• College application deadlines will be shared

• Unifrog – careers platform



3:30pm – 7.00pm  Castle Leisure Centre

Wednesday 30th September 2026



• Access Arrangements for Year 11 Exams are already in place. This includes 
extra time, reader pens, prompter and laptop use.

• Learners will be using these throughout the year during internal exams to 
ensure they are familiar with them.

• Any SEN concerns then please contact Mrs Atkinson – SENCO

SEND Support



28 School Weeks and 3 days left

to the start of the GCSE Exams

EVERY second in EVERY lesson counts.

The countdown has begun.



So... What are you 
prepared to believe is 

possible?



Parr Lane

Bury

BL9 8LP

Twitter:  @UnsworthAcademy

Tel:  0161 796 9820

Email:  information@unsworth.set.org

Online:  www.unsworthacademy.org.uk

Shaw Education Trust Head 

Office 

Kidsgrove Secondary School

Gloucester Road

Kidsgrove

ST7 4DL

Twitter: @shawedutrust

Tel: 01782 742910

Email: info@shaw-education.org.uk

Online: www.shaw-education.org.uk
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