
Exceptional Unsworth
Y11 Parents’

Information Evening

Tuesday 9th September 2025



Agenda for the Evening

• Exceptional Unsworth 2028 - Mr Fair

• Assessment and Reporting cycle in Y11 – Mrs Isles

• Support and intervention in Y11 – Miss Taylor

• How parents and carers can support revision - Ms Upton

• The transition from Y11 to post-16 education and training – Ms Isles

 



Year 1 – 21 22
Year 2 – 22 23
Year 3 – 23 24
Year 4 – 24 25





Superb GCSE Results in the summer!

Science Trilogy  42%  Grades 55 to 99
Geography   23%  Grade 7 to 9
Spanish   62%  Grade 5 to 9
Art    89%  Grade 4 to 9
Sport    91%  L2P to L2D*
Construction  89%  L2P to L2D*
H&C    64%  L2M to L2D*



Top Performers (based on average grade)

Name 9 8 7 6/5 L2D* L2D/L2M
Avg 

Grade

Student A 7 1 1 8.83

Student B 4 4 8.50

Student C 3 3 2 8.13

Student D 3 3 2 1 7.83

Student E 1 3 2 1 1 7.81

Student F 2 2 3 1 1 7.72

Student G 2 3 2 1 7.63

Student H 4 1 1 3 7.56

Student I 5 2 1 7.50

Student J 5 2 1 1 7.44



Student K –  4, 4, 5, 5, 55, L2M, L2M

Student L –  5, 5, 5, 65, 6, 6, L2M

Special Success Stories





Year 1 – 25 26
Year 2 – 26 27
Year 3 – 27 28



KEEP

• Vision, values, culture.
• T&L foci.
• Agility in planning.
• Commitment to “being nice.”
• Clear systems.
• How we train the staff team.

CHANGE

• Curriculum design.
• Use of technology.
• Leadership development.
• Student Leadership development.
• Careers education.
• School site.



❑Change of Head. And why.
❑Change of Deputy. And why.
❑Only 2/103 vacancies.
❑The long-term future is very rosy.
❑2025 26 is going to be very rosy.



Agenda for the Evening

• Exceptional Unsworth 2028 - Mr Fair

• Assessment and Reporting cycle in Y11 – Mrs Isles

• Support and intervention in Y11 – Ms Taylor

• How parents and carers can support revision - Ms Upton

• The transition from Y11 to post-16 education and training – Ms Isles

 



Event/Exams/Reports/Parent's Evenings Date

College Presentations Week Commencing Monday 15th September

Bury Careers Event – Castle Leisure Centre Wednesday 24th September (3.30pm-7pm)

Year 11 Mock Interview Day Friday 24th October

Mock Exams 1 Monday 10th November – Wednesday 19th November

Autumn Progress Report Week commencing Monday 8th December

Year 11 Parents' Evening Thursday 11th December (4pm-7pm)

Christmas Holidays – ALL COLLEGE APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED

Mock Exams 2 Monday 9th February – Thursday 26th February

Spring Progress Report Week commencing Monday 17th March

Year 11 Parents' Evening Thursday 26th March (4pm-7pm)

Easter Holidays – REVISION, REVISION, REVISION

GCSE Exams begin Monday 11th May

GCSE Exams end Wednesday 17th June

School Prom Thursday 25th June

GCSE Results Thursday 20th August

Year 11 Assessment and Reporting Cycle 2025/26



Progress Update - Example
Name: Joe Bloggs Form: 11U

Subject Working at Grade Y11 Unsworth GCSE Target Effort

English Language 4 6 Good

English Literature 4+ 6 Good

Maths 5- 6 Outstanding

Construction L2M+ L2D Outstanding

Geography 4+ 5 Outstanding

Btec Sport L2M+ L2D Outstanding

Science Trilogy 33 77 Below Standard

Percentage 
Attendance

Total 
Possible 
Sessions

Authorised 
Missed 

Sessions

Unauthorised 
Missed 

Sessions

Late 
Sessions

MVP Achievement 
Points

Behaviour 
Points

99.7 358 0 1 1 13 91 0

Outstanding Good Below Standard



• 2026 GCSE examinations dates have been confirmed. (You have a copy of 
the timetable in your handouts tonight)

• During GCSEs Normal lessons continue – NO STUDY LEAVE

• Bespoke timetable constructed for the final exam preparations. 

• Period 6 – attendance expected on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday after school (finish at 4pm) different format to lessons 
(masterclasses, lectures etc)

• Period 6 begins on Monday 22nd September for 6 weeks 
  (ahead of first set of mock examinations)

GCSE Exams 2026



Period 6 Overview

Week
Dates (2024) P6/Exams

4 22 Sept – 26 Sept Period 6 - Wk 1
5 29 Sept – 3 Oct Period 6 - Wk 2
6 6 Oct – 10 Oct Period 6 - Wk 3
7 13 Oct - 17 Oct Period 6 - Wk 4
8 20 Oct - 24 Oct Period 6 - Wk 5

OCTOBER HALF TERM
9 3 Nov – 7 Nov Period 6 - Wk 6

10 10 Nov - 14 Nov Y11 Mocks 1 Wk 1
11 17 Nov -19 Nov Y11 Mocks 1 Wk 2
12 24 Nov - 28 Nov
13 1 Dec – 5 Dec
14 2 Dec - 6 Dec
15 8 Dec - 12 Dec Progress report/Parents Evening
16 15 Dec - 19 Dec

Week Dates (2025) P6/Exams

17 5 Jan - 9 Jan Period 6 - Wk 1
18 12 Jan - 16 Jan Period 6 - Wk 2
19 19 Jan - 23 Jan Period 6 - Wk 3
20 26 Jan – 30 Jan Period 6 - Wk 4
21 2 Feb - 6 Feb Period 6 - Wk 5
22 9 Feb - 13 Feb Y11 Mocks 2 Wk 1

FEBRUARY HALF TERM
23 23 Feb – 26 Feb Y11 Mocks 2 Wk 2
24 2 Mar - 6 Mar
25 9 Mar - 13 Mar
26 16 Mar - 20 Mar
27 23 Mar - 27 Mar Progress report/Parents Evening
28 30 Mar – 2 April

EASTER HOLIDAYS



GCSE Exam Timetable (first 3 weeks)



Agenda for the Evening

• Exceptional Unsworth 2028 - Mr Fair

• Assessment and Reporting cycle in Y11 – Mrs Isles

• Support and intervention in Y11 – Miss Taylor

• How parents and carers can support revision - Ms Upton

• The transition from Y11 to post-16 education and training – Ms Isles

 



Year 11 – Head of Progress

Miss Taylor

Year 11 – Pastoral Leader

Miss Mortenson



11U – Mr Swan

11N – Mr Zubair

11S – Mr French

11W – Miss Hargreaves

11O – Miss Jackson

   11R – Miss Wilson

11T – Mr Wright

11H- Miss White

Year 11 Form Mentors



Form Time Routines

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Assembly English quotes 
discussion and 
intervention 

Personal 
Development 

Personal 
Development 

Maths 
discussion and 
intervention 



Pastoral and progress support from school

• Head of progress – analyse assessment data to identify students who 
need support / intervention to boost progress.

• Year 11 mentoring programme – 1:1 support from a designated 
mentor

• Intervention - subject specific, 1:1 support with pastoral manager of 
HOP, year 11 mentoring, well-being support.

• Parental contact – phone calls, updates and meetings



•Careers Adviser - Mr Welch
•College applications – PD time, form mentors and year 

team
•Maths / English intervention – form time Tuesday and 

Friday plus breakout groups throughout the week
•Pastoral support – Miss Taylor, Miss Mortenson
•Easter/May half term revision sessions and period 6
•Rev up sessions – bespoke exam timetable for year 11

Additional Support



•96% Attendance is our minimum

•Outstanding punctuality to school and lessons 

•Professional / correct uniform – get the basics 
right.

•Be prepared - equipment including charged 
iPad and school bag

•Excellent attitude to learning in all lessons

Non-Negotiables



Let's hear from 
Aemen...a 
previous student 
at Unsworth 
Academy



Agenda for the Evening

• Exemplary Unsworth 2028 - Mr Fair

• Assessment and Reporting cycle in Y11 – Mrs Isles

• Support and intervention in Y11 – Ms Taylor

• How parents and carers can support revision - Ms Upton

• The transition from Y11 to post-16 education and training – Ms Isles

 





What can you do to support your child in 

achieving the best possible results?
- Encourage your child to attend period 6 revision lessons
- Try to provide a space and an environment conducive to revision
- Encourage your child to make a (realistic) timetable of the revision they intend to 

complete each day and check they have completed it
- Encourage revision with regular breaks 
- Keep in regular communication with school (form mentor initially, HOP, pastoral 

manager, subject teachers)
- Two Parents' Evenings 
- Encourage your child to treat mock exams like they are the actual exams
- Talk to them about the bigger picture and how every step counts
- Discuss revision strategies with your child



What might your child's revision look like?

1) Revision guides

RAG rate 
topics to 
prioritise 
revision



What might your child's revision look like?

2) Cue cards



What might your child's revision look like?

3) Mind maps



What might your child's revision look like?

4) Past paper questions

  and mark

  schemes



What might your child's revision look like?

5) Quick fire questions

Ask a series of 4-5 questions after your child has done 
a period of revision

What can they remember?

What do they still need to work on?



What might your child's revision look like?

6) Active revision techniques such as 
'look, say, cover, write, check.'

This could be useful if you are trying to 
remember a particular quote from a text 
or formula, for example...



One of the most effective ways of revising is being 
tested on knowledge and then re-covering 
knowledge that cannot be recalled.

The benefits of iPad revision is that digital systems 
can adapt to a child's individual strengths and areas 
for development.

iPad GCSE Revision Strategies  



iPad learning – enhance T&L



For 
example, 
GCSEPOD...



For example, 
Seneca...



For 
example, 
Quizlet...



For 
example, 
Showbie



Here is another 
reflection from 
Dom, another 
student 
previously at 
Unsworth 
Academy...



Agenda for the Evening

• Exemplary Unsworth 2028 - Mr Fair

• Assessment and Reporting cycle in Y11 – Ms Isles

• Support and intervention in Y11 – Ms Taylor

• How parents and carers can support revision - Ms Upton

• iPad GCSE Revision Strategies - Ms Koval

• The transition from Y11 to post-16 education and training – Mrs Isles

 



Preparing for Post-16 Pathways

• Next week (w/c 15th September) - College assemblies during form time

• Holy Cross, Bury College, Salford Colleges, Hopwood Hall & Bolton College

• Discussions regarding post-16 pathways

• Applications to at least TWO post-16 providers

• Mock Interview day Friday 24th October – a CV will be required (form time)

• College application deadlines in your information pack.



College Open Days



3:30pm – 7.00pm  Castle Leisure Centre

Wednesday 24th September 2025



If any students are hoping to follow the apprenticeship route, it is 
important to be aware that if you apply to college to do an 
apprenticeship, it is up to you, the applicant to find an employer who is
willing to offer you a job.

Colleges may have a bank of employers that they have worked with in 
the past, so make sure you ask them. You can use social media 
(Facebook/LinkedIn) to look for local vacancies or if you have an account, 
post on there that you are looking for an employer.

Apprenticeships



• Access Arrangements for Year 11 Exams are already in place. This includes 
extra time, reader pens, prompter and laptop use.

• Learners will be using these throughout the year during internal exams to 
ensure they are familiar with them.

• Any SEN concerns then please contact Mrs Atkinson – SENCO

SEND Support



28 School Weeks and 3 days left

to the start of the GCSE Exams

EVERY second in EVERY lesson counts.

The countdown has begun.



Parr Lane

Bury

BL9 8LP

Twitter:  @UnsworthAcademy

Tel:  0161 796 9820

Email:  information@unsworth.set.org

Online:  www.unsworthacademy.org.uk

Shaw Education Trust Head 

Office 

Kidsgrove Secondary School

Gloucester Road

Kidsgrove

ST7 4DL

Twitter: @shawedutrust

Tel: 01782 742910

Email: info@shaw-education.org.uk

Online: www.shaw-education.org.uk
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