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Dear parents and carer, the Governors have continued to support the school this term meeting twice this
year. We were delighted with the excellent GCSE results, but as always also encouraged with the Senior
Leadership Team's enthusiasm for how they can improve things further. There is to be a focus on school
attendance and supporting students with SEND this year which was welcomed by the Governors.

Governor visits to the school continue and the Chair of Governors welcomed parents to the incredibly
successful school open morning with well over a thousand visitors.  

As you will see in this newsletter, there is a vacancy for a Parent Governor and we 
would encourage anyone who is interested to apply and to discuss this role with 
the Chair of Governors.

Governors continue to meet three times a term and receive reports about all
aspects of the school’s policies, activities and performance from the Headteacher
and the Senior Leadership Team. Governors also liaise closely with Hamwic 
Education Trust on ensuring the governance of Upper Shirley High School is as
effective as it can be.

Dr Michael Roe

As we reach the end of a vibrant and busy first half term, I want to take a moment to reflect on what has been a
truly brilliant start to the year at USH.

Our students have been nothing short of amazing — from the energy of our new Year 7s, who’ve made a
fantastic start to their journey with us, to the creativity and commitment shown across all year groups. I am
delighted to report that school attendance is up significantly on last year (which was already well above
national averages) and the initial predictions for our current Y11s are very strong. 

One of the standout moments this term was Open Morning, where we welcomed over 1,000 visitors through our
doors. What made it even more special was the number of current students who volunteered their time to show
off their school with pride. Their warmth, confidence and genuine love for USH left a lasting impression on our
guests — I couldn’t have been prouder.

I also want to thank our brilliant parent community. The stunning PTFA continue to amaze me with their passion,
organisation and creative zeal! The recent Curry and Quiz Night was a huge success and I encourage you to
keep an eye out for future fundraising events, the next one being Fireworks Night on 5 November. The money
raised goes straight back into the school; last year, the PTFA funded the outdoor classroom by the Oak Building,
which has quickly become a much-loved space.

This half term has also seen a wide range of trips, events and enrichment opportunities, 
from science exhibitions to sporting tournaments and house charity weeks. I’ve had the 
pleasure of leading assemblies for Black History Month this week, which has been a 
lovely opportunity to celebrate stories, voices and achievements that inspire us all.

Thank you for your continued support — I hope you enjoy reading about all 
the fantastic things happening at USH. Have a restful and well-deserved half-term.

With warm wishes,
Mr Sykes

A Message from.. Chair ofGovernors

A Message from.. Mr Sykes
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NOV

UpcomingEvents 
Want to stay up to date? You will find
all our school dates, term times and
INSET days right here: USH Calendar

28 NOVEMBER

25-26INSET Days
2 FEBRUARY5 MARCH26 JUNE

Year 9 and 11
Portraits (&
Sibling photos)

05
NOV

PTFA Firework
Event
From 6pm

05
NOV

Grandparents’
Remembrance
Event 10:30am

11
NOV

SEND Parent
Forum 6pm

12
NOV

Careers Fair Y10 &
Y11

13
NOV

Children in Need
Day

14
NOV

GCSE
Presentation
Evening

20
NOV

Parent Forum
6-7pm

Y10 Parents’
Evening
From 4pm

27
NOV

28
NOV

Y10 and Y11
Drama Trip -
Woman in Black

27
NOV

Staff INSET Day -
closed to
students

PTFA Wreath
Making Evening
From 6pm

04
DEC

Visit 
the USH
PTFA to

purchase
tickets 

here

http://uppershirleyhigh.org/calendar.
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/ush-ptfa/index.cfm


It’s been an exciting start in our brand-new food room at
USH! This fantastic space keeps our hands-on food 
curriculum thriving, with creativity, health and sustainability on the menu.

Year 7 have kicked things off with colourful crudités, bean dip and overnight oats — learning knife
skills and the importance of balanced breakfasts. Year 8 have explored global flavours with super
salads and ramen bowls, discovering the power of plants in tasty, nutritious dishes.

A huge thank you to our food technicians and site team for making this vibrant new kitchen possible
— creating an environment where students can enjoy cooking and build lifelong skills.

Now that we can publish the amazing Photographs produced by the students who completed their
GCSE in the summer, I am delighted to announce the winners of public vote from our exhibition.
.

In first place is Ellis with his Owl photographs.
In second place is Afia with her floral inspired photos.
In third place is Alex with his car and curled paper photos.

Congratulations !

What’s been
happening in.. Planet USH
Last week, Year 8 launched Bite Back 2030 — a youth-led movement campaigning for a fairer,
healthier food system. Molly, an inspiring 18-year-old Bite Back Ambassador, led an engaging session
on how marketing, pricing and availability shape young people’s food choices and impact health.
Students explored actions they can take to drive change.

This project aligns with Planet USH and our goal of promoting healthy, sustainable lifestyles. Over the
coming weeks, Year 8 will continue these discussions through the tutor programme, learning how to
challenge the system and create a better food environment for all.

Food & Nutrition 

Photography 



The football season has begun for a variety of year groups. A big well done to the Year 7 Boys football
team who have started strongly, remaining undefeated in their first four games against St Georges,
St Marks, Woodlands and Bitterne Park. Victories in all barring an entertaining 4-4 draw against St
Marks. We hope they can continue with this superb form to march onto the Division 1 League Title.
Best of luck to the boys and Mr Staples!

The U15 Girls Football team have played one game so far, losing to a strong St Marks team. We wish
them well in their fixture this afternoon against Cantell.

The U16 Boys Football team have played three matches so far, with a win against Woodlands and
then losing to a strong Oasis Sholing team and to Bitterne Park. The match against Bitterne Park was
especially close, with the boys coming close to a 2-2 equaliser but missing a penalty to level things
up. These boys have come a long way in terms of team spirit and gaining valuable experience in how
to play in such a physical and competitive league. Well done to all those involved.

The U14 Girls Netball team played in a tournament at Wide Lane involving 9 other schools. The team
was led superbly by Lily C as captain and the girls finished 4th overall. There were some superb
victories along the way against St Anne’s, St Marks, Oasis Mayfield and Bitterne Park. Well done to all
the girls involved!

The Cross Country events at Gregg School have been a real success this year, with strong runs from
a number of our students from a variety of year groups. A big congratulations in particular to Megan
P, Millie H, Kieron P, Lawrence A and Charlie M who all finished in a podium place for their age
category. A big congratulations to all our runners for making this event a successful event for USH.

A massive congratulations to all those involved in Extra Curricular PE this half term - we have
calculated we have had at least 150 students each week turn up to do some form of PE extra
curricular activity. Please keep an eye out on clubs that will continue after half term, with the majority
of club changes happening after Christmas! 

What’s been
happening in.. PE

 U14 Girls 
Netball
 team



What’s been
happening in.. House Teams

This week has seen the first of our House Charity Weeks with a hive of activity organised by
Aviators House. The house-prefects spent several weeks planning with Mr O’Farrell (Head of
Aviators) and their programme has – at the time of writing – been going very well. 
 
Monday saw a dedicated team of Henna-operatives tattooing temporary designs on the hands
of an ever-growing queue of volunteers, as well as students taking the opportunity to grab a
‘selfie-with-the-mascot' - Edie The Eagle. 
 
Edie was also put through her paces on Tuesday with ‘Mascot Arm-Wrestling' (special thanks to
Tyler in Year 11 for spending so long in the suit) and a few rounds of 4-player MarioKart on the
hall’s big screen. 
 
Wednesday’s fun consisted of a badminton tournament in the sports hall, and this will be followed
over the next two days by Just-Dance, ‘Find the Mascot Plushie’ and a bake-sale/non-uniform
day on Friday. 
 
Students have enjoyed the activities and raised some money for good causes (Naomi House and
the MND Association), so a win-win all round. 
 
The next house announcement to look out for will be the entry forms for the Talent Show – coming
soon! 



In Design and Technology, the Year 7 students have been practising making pop-up
mechanisms for their "Sustainable pop-up story book ". They have found live modelling very
useful to understand how to improve their measuring and cutting skills. 

Despite being a long time until they will get their first job, they were very wise in answering
questions like: "Can you think of a job where cutting accurately is very important?", or "Why are
precise cutting skills essential for a carpenter?".

When I let their creativity flow in creating their first pop-up up mechanisms, the results have been
quite impressive, as you can see in the images.

I'm very proud of our creative and wise Year 7 students! Dr A Dinoiu

Year 9 Design and Technology students have been crafting
timber photo frames as part of their practical skills
development. They have explored four key wood joints: butt,
mitre, rebate and dowel. 

Each joint offers unique structural and aesthetic qualities,
helping students understand real-world applications. The
project encourages precision, creativity and problem
solving. 

Finished frames shows both technical skill and personal
design creativity.

What’s been
happening in..Design Technology



What’s been
happening in..

Charity Week 
We’re proud to announce that Aviators House Team is raising money for two incredible causes:

Naomi House & Jacksplace – providing hospice care and support for children, young adults
and families.
Motor Neurone Disease Association (MNDA) – supporting people affected by MND and
funding vital research.

Science 
On Monday 20th October the Science department (in collaboration with Design and Technology
department) took 24 Y11 students up to the Excel in London. Students took part in a range of
interactive exhibits and immersive experiences as well as talks from experts in their fields.

There were more than 90 interactive show floor exhibits where students could try VR, meet
robotics, explore health, climate and farming innovations.

Our students were delighted by the Ministry of Science show and impressed with a talk on the real
world challenges and journey to constructing a Moon base.



Upcoming Y11Exams

Mock exams are an important step in preparing students for their final assessments. Please help
your child by:

checking their exam timetable and ensuring they have the correct equipment;
supporting a structured revision routine and creating a quiet study space;
encouraging positive wellbeing and regular breaks.

Mocks are a valuable opportunity to identify strengths and areas for improvement. 

Thank you for your support in helping students succeed.

Arrive early
and bring 
the right

equipment. 

Do not bring into 
the exam: mobile

phones,
smartwatches,

earbuds, notes or
any electronic

devices

Know your
details;

candidate
number and
correct seat



Important 

Grandparents’ 
Remembrance

Morning
Register your
place here: 

Our free
Breakfast Club

is open to all
students every

day from
8:00am

School Shop on
MCAS

We are now selling
Casio Scientific

Calculators £9.00,
Oxford Maths Sets
£1.70 and premade

up pencil cases
£2.00

Many of our departments are appearing on Instagram, we are sharing their posts through
our social media feeds but do go and take a look at the great work happening across the

school.
@USHschool
@USHPhotographyDepartment
@USHArtDept
@USHPhysEd
@USHGeography
@USHEnglishDepartment

USH Stuff! (for all year groups) 
Year 7 @ USH 2025/2026 
Year 8 @ USH 2025/2026
Year 9 @ USH 2025/2026 
Year 10 @ USH 2025/2026 
Year 11 @ USH 2025/2026 

10 December 
Student 

Flu
Vaccinations 

Notices

The PTFA manage private Facebook groups for each year group,
where you can keep up to date on what’s going on. Please join
by searching for the following groups: 

Poppies on
sale from 3
November

The deadline
to apply for

the Zanzibar
trip is 31st
October;

register here!

We are hiring!
Receptionist,

Teaching
Assistant &

Pastoral
Support Worker

apply here

Big thank you
from the PTFA

the recently
donated

clothes raised
£101.70!

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=_UPOdmSbpU-V9bMsei5iJakJLOzYo79HpB48zrE5fMNUQ0JDNDZFNEQ2MFFZNzFMU1lOSFFLNlVMQy4u&route=shorturl
https://www.facebook.com/groups/699149093552866?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1604689873555245?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/groups/300674579747096?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/groups/298175315907966?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/groups/298175315907966?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3535703350083433?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2058121041207806?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2058121041207806?locale=en_GB
http://uppershirleyhigh.org/staff-vacancies


Wednesday
Lunchtime
in the hall

Join our..Clubs
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