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Dear Parents & Carers

I hope you have been enjoying the many school events that have taken place over the last few weeks, both 
Facebook pages are filled with some great pictures. There is still plenty to look forward to so make sure you 
check the dates in this newsletter, so you aren't missing out.

Reports and Parent Drop In
On Wednesday 16th July our end of year reports will be coming home. This will be a paper version for both 
schools that will come home with the children. 

Should you wish to discuss your child's report with their teacher we will be holding drop-in sessions on 
Thursday 17th July 3.15-4.30pm for both schools. No appointment is needed, please just come along. Miss 
Old's class can come along to see Miss Verran.  Due to the Year Two graduation ceremony this will take place 
on Friday 17th July 3.15-4.30pm for year two parents.

Next week we will be sending the children's books home. I hope you enjoy looking through these, seeing the 
progress the children have made and what they have learnt (because despite coming home and saying they 
didn't do anything or can't remember, we actually do a lot in schools!). To help with this it would be great if 
you could send your child into school with a carrier bag. Over the next week please can all reading books 
(including library and RWI books) be returned to the relevant school.

Year 6 SATS
Today the year six team will be talking to the children individually about the SATS results so the teachers can 
thoroughly explain what they mean and offer support and congratulations. As the results are given as an 
overall grade, raw score and standardised score we feel this explanation is needed.

Ideally, we would be doing this at the same time as when the results come home to parents and carers 
however, we are unable to do this for a number of reasons. Firstly, as we have the residential next week we 
will struggle for time to do this before the reports go out. Secondly, we are having a few IT issues with our 
reporting to parents system.

I am sorry about this, but we feel this important conversation with their teachers is needed so the children 
fully understand what the results mean. Obviously, the staff will be doing this in a supportive and empathetic 
way.

Sad News
It is my sad duty to inform you that Keith Parsons, ex chair of governors at the Junior school, has sadly passed 
away. He taught for many years locally and will be missed by us all. Our thoughts are with his family at this 
time.

11th July 2025



Mrs Earl
The legend that is Mrs Earl has decided that she will be retiring from the Infants at October half term after 
thirty-one (yes thirty-one!) years. This incredible lady has been a rock to staff, children and parents and I 
am not sure how we are going to cope without her. We are still reeling from the shock of this at the 
Infants so you are not allowed to mention it to us yet. It is too soon and we are all in denial.

Non-Uniform Day
Monday 21st July is a non-school uniform day for all children in Lulworth House as a celebration for 
them winning Sports Day at the Junior School. Well done!

Finally, I would like to say goodbye to our year six's and anyone else who will be leaving us too.  Since I have 
started at the Juniors it has been incredible to see the fine young people they have grown into. It is a privilege 
that, after welcoming many of you to the Infants when you started in reception, I will get the chance to say 
goodbye as you close the chapter of your primary schooling. I wish you all the very best for the future.

As this is the last newsletter for this term, I would like to say thank you for support, have a lovely summer and 
take care of yourselves, 

Duncan Churchill
Executive Head Teacher
Upton Infant and Junior School

Please see the link below for parents and carers with an update on Squid Games.  We 
are seeing an increase in children who reference Squid Games in school when the age 

limit for this series is 15+

https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2021/10/08/squid-game/ 

https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2021/10/08/squid-game/


Last half term, artist Sophie Jenkins visited our pupils in Year 4 to lead a brilliant workshop, as part of the 
Purbeck Art Weeks festival for young artists. During the session, the children worked together to create 
this amazing 3 metre banner, featuring a phoenix rising from the flames, using acrylic paints. This 
beautiful piece of artwork was then proudly displayed at an exhibition at Rollington Barn, near Corfe 
Castle – as pictured below - alongside pieces from many other local schools, including the Infants.

With summer fast approaching and the 
inevitable temptation to spend more 
time on-line, as a parent it seems hard to 
keep up with all the latest trends and 
keep our children safe on-line. 

The National College have produced a 
library of resources - including webinars 
and printed guides - to support parents 
with understanding the complexities of 
gaming, social media and a variety of 
other subjects; the guides are easy to 
access with the attached link.

Library | The National College

https://nationalcollege.com/library?sortBy=newest&phase=2&types%5B0%5D=App%5CModels%5CResource&amount=24&selectedView=grid


Diary Dates

❖ Monday 14th – 16th July – Year 6 Residential
❖ Wednesday 16th July – School reports
❖ Thursday 17th July – Drop-in Sessions for Parents 3.15 – 4.30pm
❖ Friday 18th July – PSFA Summer Raffle Drawn
❖ Monday 21st July – Sports Day Winners - LULWORTH House non-uniform day
❖ Monday 21st July – Year 6 End of Year Party
❖ Tuesday 22nd July – Leavers assembly for Year 6
❖ Tuesday 22nd July – Last day of school for the summer term – returning Thursday 4th September

Upton Junior School Announcements



Diary Dates

❖ Monday 14th July – Year 1 trip to Monkey World
❖ Wednesday 16th July – School Reports
❖ Wednesday 16th July – Rocksteady Concert for parents – 10.30 – 11.30
❖ Thursday 17th July – Drop-in Sessions for Reception and Year 1 – 3.15 – 4.30pm
❖ Thursday 17th July – Year 2 Graduation Evening 5-6pm
❖ Friday 18th July – Drop-in Sessions for Year 2 – 3.15-4.30pm
❖ Monday 21st July – Upton Fest
❖ Tuesday 22nd July – Last day of school for the summer term – returning Thursday 4th September

Upton Infant School Announcements

Tesco Blue Tokens
Next time you visit Tesco, look out for Upton Infant School, we are now on the stronger starts 
campaign for the next couple of months. Thanks.



Summer Reading Challenge 2025

Story Garden - Adventures in nature and the great outdoors.

The Summer Reading Challenge is a FREE holiday activity for children. It's all about reading for fun, aiming to 
improve children's reading skills and confidence. This year's exciting theme will inspire children to tap into a 
world of imagination through reading, exploring the magical connection between storytelling and nature.
Children can sign up at their local Dorset library from Saturday 5th July and they will receive the collector's 
sticker booklet.

They borrow books of their choice during the summer and collect stickers each time they come in to tell staff 
about what they have been reading. This year there is also the possibility of collecting a sticker by attending 
one of our exciting events we will be running.

Children who complete the challenge by reading 6 books are presented with a medal in the library, and a 
certificate is sent to school in the Autumn term. At Upton Library they will also get their name up on our 
special finisher's board and get to choose a small prize.

If they finish the Challenge really quickly, they can take part in a continuation challenge to read a further 5 
books here at Upton with each completed extra challenge being entered into a prize draw to win a £20 book 
token.

We have lots of exciting FREE events happening this summer. See our Facebook page or pop into the library 
for all the details.
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