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Dear Parents & Carers

As we are hurtling towards the end of the academic year, we are beginning to turn our thoughts towards 
the transition for children into different year groups and in some cases different schools. Obviously this can 
be a difficult time for some children and we are working hard to alleviate the worries and concerns that 
some children will have.

Our transition day is Friday 27th June and on this day children will meet their new teachers, visit their new 
classrooms and, where relevant, new school. However, behind the scenes there is a lot of work that is going 
on which includes additional visits for some children and the transfer of child information between teachers.

A key part of the transition is the arranging of new classes for children. This is a very complex process and 
one that we put a lot of thought into. Each year group carefully considers each child's friendship groups 
whilst trying to make sure that new classes have a balance of gender and current attainment. Teachers have 
to consider what is best for each new class and the year group as a whole so children are happy and 
effective teaching and learning can take place.

Parents will find out the new classes on Friday 27th June as previously this has worked out the most 
effective way for the children as a whole. Although I accept there are pros and cons for each different way 
of doing this. For a few children it is in their best interest to find out before so they can be prepared, and we 
are currently putting this list together. Children who are transferring to secondary will find out during their 
transfer day.

On another note, I am sorry to say that Mrs Aplin will be leaving us at the end of the academic year. Mrs 
Aplin has been a fundamental part of Upton Junior school for a number of years and has had a considerable 
impact on a vast number of children in Upton. She will be sorely missed and we wish her well.

At the Infant School Mrs West will be leaving us at the end of the year as will Mrs Bunting. Mrs West, who is 
currently providing maternity cover for Mrs Edge, is leaving us as she has successfully gained a permanent 
position and Mrs Bunting , who is currently working one day a week in the Woodpeckers, has successfully 
gained a full-time position for September. I would like to thank them for their hard work and for being 
valued members of our school team. We are in the process of recruiting to fill the vacancies.

A reminder that on Saturday it is the Upton VE/VJ parade which is starting at St Dunston's Church at 12.30 
ending at Upton rec at 1.00 for the annual Picnic in the Park. At the rec there will be lots of events and fun 
for all the family. Some of our pupils are taking part and they are looking forward to seeing you as they 
walk. Please come out and stand on the Jubilee Gardens side of Dorchester Road and give them a wave and 
a cheer.  A huge thank you to Mrs Rudd, Mrs Warner Fancy and Mrs Zambuni for volunteering to 
accompany the children. Sadly, I won't be walking as I have recently had an operation on me knee but will 
join our walkers at the Rec.

Have a lovely weekend and I looking forward to seeing you Monday morning,

Duncan Churchill
Executive Head Teacher
Upton Infant and Junior School

13th June 2025





Diary Dates

❖ Monday 16th June – Year 6 Bikeability 
❖ Monday 16th June – PSFA Non-school uniform day for tombola donations
❖ Thursday 26th June – PSFA Summer Fayre 3.20 – 5pm
❖ Thursday 19th, 26th June & 3rd, 10th July,  – Year 4 Swimming
❖ Friday 20th June – Upton Junior School Sports day 9.30 – 11.30 at the rec
❖ Monday 7th July – Year 6 Production 1.30-3pm
❖ Tuesday 8th July – Year 6 Production 4.30-6pm
❖ Thursday 10th July – Upton Junior School Summer Concert – 1.45pm & 5.45pm
❖ Monday 14th – 16th July – Year 6 Residential
❖ Monday 21st July – Year 6 End of Year Party
❖ Tuesday 22nd July – Leavers assembly for Year 6
❖ Tuesday 22nd July – Last day of school for the summer term – returning Thursday 4th September

Upton Junior School Announcements

 Summer Concert Update 

Letters for our upcoming Summer Concerts have been distributed!  These letters include an 
overview of the concerts and important details about ticket purchases. 

There will be two performances on the same day – one at 1:45 PM and another at 5:45 PM.

Please read the letter carefully before returning the permission and ticket slips.
If your child is due to perform, don’t forget to check their bag for the letter!
We’re looking forward to a fantastic day of music and celebration! 

Congratulations to Miss Dixon and Miss Ricketts on the safe arrival of their 
beautiful baby girls !



Year 5 went to Weymouth Sealife Centre on one of their school trips.  This was linked to their DT topic 
of plastic pollution and how to save our oceans.

We had a fantastic time - everyone was so well behaved and we all loved seeing so many of the 
animals and creatures. We managed to visit every exhibit! We saw weedy sea dragons, fairy penguins, 
tube anemones, seals, sea horses and SO much more!  We had a short workshop too linked to remind 

us to recycle and reuse as much rubbish as we can.  

We will be making sea creatures out of plastic rubbish in our DT lessons next week.



 Unlock Your Child’s Musical Potential
 
Is your child interested in learning a musical instrument? Now’s the perfect time to sign up for peripatetic music 
lessons for the next academic year!

We offer a fantastic range of instrumental tuition with specialist teachers. If you’d like your child to take part, 
please contact the school office for an application form, or download one directly from our school website.

 Please note: If your child is already learning an instrument through school lessons, you do not need to 
reapply.

Now… let’s meet our highly qualified instrumental team!

Mr Potter has been a dedicated music educator for over a decade, 
bringing with him a wealth of experience in both curriculum music and 
one-to-one instrumental teaching. As the Music Co-ordinator at Upton 
Junior School, he plays a key role in shaping the school’s vibrant 
musical life.

Known for his energy, expertise, and unwavering commitment, Mr. 
Potter boasts a 100% pass rate in graded music exams. Many of his 
students have gone on to achieve outstanding results at GCSE level 
and beyond.

Remarkably, some of his current junior school pupils—who began 
lessons in Year 3—are already preparing for Grade 5, which is two 
levels above GCSE standard. His engaging teaching style and 
dedication to each student’s progress make him a highly valued 
member of our school community.

This is a fantastic opportunity for pupils to begin their musical journey 
on the drum kit under expert guidance. However, spaces are limited, 
so if you would like your child to take part, please complete and return 
an application form as soon as possible – available from the school 
office or our website.

Mr O. Potter – Drum Kit

Miss Morgan graduated from the University of Southampton with a 
BA (Hons) in Music, specialising in performance. She has been 
teaching in local schools across all age groups, from junior to 
secondary, for nearly 10 years with great success.

An extremely skilled instrumentalist, Miss Morgan has achieved Grade 
8 on numerous instruments and currently teaches violin, clarinet, 
piano, and saxophone. She also leads chamber groups and string 
ensembles.

Fun facts: During university, she was principal clarinettist of the 
Symphonic Wind Orchestra and performed in both the Sinfonietta and 
Symphony Orchestra. She also gained orchestral management 
experience and had the amazing opportunity to perform with 
members of the London Sinfonietta.

Miss Morgan was also a keen singer and performed with the 
Bournemouth Symphony Children’s Choir in concerts, operas, and 
recordings — and you might still catch her singing around the music 
block! 

Miss J. Morgan 
Piano, Keyboard, Clarinet, 
Violin and Saxophone



Mrs Baxter has been a dynamic force at Upton for the past year, 
bringing energy, passion, and a love of performance to every lesson. 
She’s loved every moment of working with the students, watching 
their confidence soar and their talents take centre stage.

A graduate with a National Diploma in Musical Theatre, Mrs Baxter 
went on to tour internationally with a renowned jazz band—an 
experience that brings a real spark of showbiz magic to her 
teaching.

With over a decade of experience in stage schools, she knows how 
to inspire young performers to push boundaries, believe in 
themselves, and shine in the spotlight.

At Upton Junior School, Mrs Baxter also leads the choir, which is 
renowned for its exciting and energetic performances that captivate 
every audience.  In her sessions, students develop vocal range, 
control, and stage presence—all in a fun, encouraging environment 
where creativity and confidence thrive.

Miss R Baxter - Singing

A graduate of Glamorgan University, Mr M. Potter has been 
teaching professionally for fifteen years, and has significant 
industry experience performing live and recording with several 
bands. 

Tuition is informative, enjoyable, and rewarding. Mr Potter’s 
lessons at Upton are all one to one, so you can be assured your 
child is getting bespoke tuition tailored around them.

Mr M. Potter has a 100% student pass rate for all guitar, bass and 
ukulele exams to date, and his guitar teaching company is now a 
registered exam centre for Trinity Rock & Pop exams. Students can 
submit their exam digitally - no more having to face a scary 
examiner behind a desk! Full support for recording and exam 
submission is included in Mr Potter’s lessons. Instrumental exams 
are by no means compulsory but are encouraged.

During his years of teaching, Mr M. Potter has built up a reputation 
for his commitment to student progress and finds continued 
motivation in helping young players build their confidence and 
unleashing their inner rock star!

Many of Mr M. Potter’s students take their playing to a 
professional standard and often study music at higher education 
level.

Mr M. Potter looks forward to continuing to share his experience 
and expertise with students at Upton Junior School.

Mr M. Potter - Electric Guitar, 
Electric Bass Guitar
and Ukulele 



Mr Stockley graduated from Sheffield University with a BA (Hons) 
in Popular Music and has been teaching and performing ever since. 
With over 23 years of experience—including nearly 14 years at 
Upton Junior School—he has taught across a wide range of 
educational settings, from primary schools through to college and 
university. He brings a strong commitment to music education and 
a proven ability to engage and inspire students of all ages and 
abilities, from their very first lesson through to GCSE and further 
progression.

Over the years, Mr Stockley has developed a flexible and adaptive 
teaching style that responds to each student’s individual needs. He 
understands that no two learners are the same and tailors his 
approach to suit each student's pace, interests, and learning 
preferences. Whether students are preparing for graded exams, 
building sight-reading skills, or simply learning to play their 
favourite songs for fun, he supports them every step of the way—
with a 100% pass rate in guitar and ukulele grades to date.

Mr K. Stockley - Acoustic 
and Electric Guitar

Mr Stockley teaches both acoustic and electric guitar, with the aim of making learning enjoyable, accessible, 
and rewarding for all.
His drive to improve student engagement led him to create Level Up!, a series of guitar books for young 
beginners. Based on a video game concept, the Level Up! books encourage progression through stages, 
allowing students to earn points and unlock coloured guitar belts (similar to karate belts).

In addition to teaching, Mr Stockley is an active performer. He regularly gigs with Evertide, a multi-award-
winning acoustic duo he formed with his wife, performing at weddings and private events across the country.

Years 5 & 6 recently had a visit from Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service. They have learnt how to stay 
safe on the heathland and what they can do to prevent heath fires. We also talked about how to keep safe at 
home from fires and what to do in the event of a fire in the home. 

Please spend a few moments looking through this form with them, helping them understand how they can 
help keep themselves safe both indoors and outdoors. At the end, there is a chance to enter a prize draw to 
win a VIP trip to a DWFRS fire station, Emergency Services Lego and a Blaize Bear.

 https://forms.office.com/e/3ZjbvzmGVC 

https://forms.office.com/e/3ZjbvzmGVC


Diary Dates

❖ Monday 16th June – Non-school uniform day for Summer Fayre donations
❖ Thursday 19th June – Upton Infant School Sports Day – more information to follow
❖ Friday 27th June – Adult Only Quiz Night
❖ Monday 14th July – Year 1 trip to Monkey World
❖ Monday 21st July – Summer Fayre

Upton Infant School Announcements

The Honeybees class went to Weymouth Sealife Centre on Tuesday as part of their 'Under the Sea' topic. 
They saw starfish, turtles, sharks, stingrays, seahorses, otters and penguins.

 The sealions were by far the favourite creatures. The least favourite creatures were the naughty seagulls 
that stole one of the children’s sandwich!

Other than the sandwich theft, they all had a whale of a time!
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