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Dear Parents and Carers,

Well Done, Year 6!

A huge well done to our amazing Year 6 pupils for your hard work and determination 
during SATs week! The week can be challenging not just the tests but the changes to 
timetables and the huge amount of mental and emotional energy taken up by the week.

Our children have shown fantastic effort, resilience, and a positive attitude throughout, 
qualities that matter far more than any test result. We are incredibly proud of the way you 
approached each day whether taking the tests or not and how you gave your very best.

SATs week can feel challenging, but you rose to the occasion brilliantly. You’ve 
demonstrated not only your learning but also your maturity, focus, and perseverance.

Well done, we are proud of you!

New Classes

At this time of year, we begin the important process of creating new class lists for the 
next academic year. This is always carried out carefully and thoughtfully, with the needs 
of all children at the heart of our decisions. Our main aim is to create classes that are 
conducive to learning and where all children feel happy, settled, and ready to succeed. 
Teachers will be speaking with children about their friendships and who they feel 
comfortable learning alongside, while making sure children’s choices are positive for 
learning. We consider a wide range of factors across each year group so that classes are 
well balanced and all children’s needs are considered.

WhatsApp Groups

We are increasingly concerned about the use of WhatsApp groups among children, 
particularly where this is beginning to have a negative impact on friendships and 
relationships in school. Messages shared outside of school hours can sometimes lead to 
misunderstandings, fallouts, and unkind behaviour, which then carry over into the 
classroom. This often requires school staff to spend valuable time helping children resolve 
issues that have arisen online. It is also important to remember that WhatsApp has an age 
restriction of 13+, and children of primary school age should not be using it. We would 
encourage parents and carers to monitor online activity closely and support us in 
promoting positive, respectful communication both in and out of school. 

For further guidance and more information on online safety please have a look at:

Online Safety Hub - Hamwic Education Trust

https://hamwic.onlinesafetyhub.uk/
https://hamwic.onlinesafetyhub.uk/
https://hamwic.onlinesafetyhub.uk/


Discos

I understand that the fact that the Discos at the junior school are happening during the 
day and we are charging for them has caused some dissatisfaction. The reason why we 
have made the decision to have them during the day is when we did them after school 
at the Infants we had lots of children unable to come due to after school clubs and 
childcare arrangements which meant children couldn’t attend. This left a lot of children 
unhappy and feeling left out. By having them during the school day we thought it would 
make it easy for all children to attend. We are holding them as a fund raiser for the 
school as we continue to try and raise money to replace our minibus. 

I apologise if this was not communicated effectively at the time.

Lost Property

We are getting a very large volume of lost property on a weekly basis. Please ensure 
everything is named so we can return the items back to the children.

Staff Vacancies

Please visit our website to see our latest staff vacancies.

Staff Vacancies | Upton Junior School

Staffing

I am sorry to inform you that Miss Hector, year one teacher in frogs, will be leaving the 
infants at the end of the year as she is relocating. Miss Hector has been a brilliant 
member of our school team and will be missed by us all. We will wish her well for the 
future. Miss Gibbons, current year five teacher at the Junior school, has taken the 
decision to move to the infants to replace Miss Hector. We are currently advertising for a 
replacement for Miss Gibbons.

Mrs Perry will be starting her maternity leave on Tuesday 19th May with her last day 
with us being Monday 18th May. We will wish her all the best! Mrs Ward will start her 
role teaching 4 Pumas on Tuesday too.

Mrs Palmer, teaching assistant in reception, has decided to retire after over thirty years 
working at the Infants. Mrs Palmer has been a fantastic member of our team and will be 
missed by us all. The level of dedication, care and expertise she has shown every day 
has been exemplary. She will be missed.

On a happier note, Mrs Jones, teaching assistant in the Ladybirds on a Thursday and 
Friday will now not be leaving us at the end of the year. Hurray for us!

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Duncan Churchill
Executive Head Teacher
Upton Infant and Junior School

https://www.uptonjun.dorset.sch.uk/staff-vacancies/


Message from Chair of Governors

My name is Jo Shepherd and it is my privilege to be able to introduce myself as the 

new chair of governors at The Upton Schools. It is a role I take on with enthusiasm 

and a desire to help support the school community, and your families, to ensure the 

schools flourish and provide the education and pastoral care our children deserve. 

My eldest started at Upton Infants in 2017 and my younger 2 are currently in year 5 

and year 2. I have grown to know the schools well and to appreciate the important 

role they play within our community. I became a governor of Upton Juniors in 2021 

and have been an active member of the board since then. I have held designated 

roles in SEND and safeguarding and have been Vice Chair since 2023. I have been 

involved throughout the journey of the two schools joining and will continue to work 

closely with the school leaders to help support them with this process. This is still a 

work in progress and we thank you for your patience and understanding. 

Last, but not least, I would like to extend a big thank you to our outgoing chair, Rhi 

Wootten. Rhi has been in the role since 2024 and the school has benefited greatly 

from her support, time and efforts. I, and the rest of the governing body, wish her all 

the best for the future.



Diary Dates

❖ Monday 18th May – Year 5 Sealife Centre trip
❖ Tuesday 19th May – BSO Lighthouse trip
❖ Thursday 21st May – School Disco Yr 4 and Yr 6 
❖ May Half Term Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May
❖ Monday 1st June – Inset day – Children return Tuesday 2nd June.
❖ Wednesday 3rd June – Group 2 swimming lessons start
❖ Thursday 4th June – School Disco Yr 3 and Yr 5
❖ Thursday 18th June – Sports Day 

Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September – Inset days
    Children return on Thursday 3rd September

PE Days

Diary Dates

❖ Friday 22nd May – Fire Engine visiting Year 2
❖ May Half Term Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May
❖ Monday 1st June – Inset day – children return Tuesday 2nd June.
❖ Wednesday 10th June @6pm – Meeting for new reception parents
❖ Wednesday 17th June – Honeybees sports day – more info to follow
❖ Friday 19th June – Sports Day

Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September – Inset days
    Children return on Thursday 3rd September.

Upton Junior School Announcements

PE Days

Upton Infant School Announcements



Join the free 2026 Summer Reading 
Challenge: Read to the Beat at your local 
library 

Your child (age 4–11) can join the Summer 
Reading Challenge this summer. It’s fun, 
free and helps keep up reading skills over 
the holidays! 

❖ set a reading goal 

❖ read whatever they like – books, eBooks, 
audiobooks, picture books, and more

❖  join in with library events  

❖ Earn stickers, rewards and even a 
certificate 

❖ Starts 4 July in England & Wales  

It’s a great way to boost confidence and 
make reading fun!  

For fun digital activities and book 
recommendations, take a look online:

Summer Reading Challenge

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
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