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Belonging        Growth        Excellence

Newsletter
Dear Parents and Carers

As we continue to work building the federation of our two schools, I took the opportunity to reset the vision 
for the schools in the first few weeks of the term. Setting a vision is important as it clearly communicates 
what it is we are trying to achieve and what we want our schools to be. After much thinking, consultation 
and reflecting on what it is we want our children to experience at school I came to the conclusion that 
Belonging, Growth and Excellence nicely sums up the ethos I want us to have.

 Our Vision: Belonging, Growth and Excellence 

At our school, we believe every child deserves to feel safe, supported, and inspired. Our vision is built 
around three key ideas:

Belonging
We want every child to feel like they truly belong. That means being valued, known and understood—not 
just as learners, but as individuals. We work hard to create a welcoming environment where every child 
feels part of our school family.

Growth
We believe in helping children grow in every way—not just academically, but also socially and emotionally. 
We support them to become confident, kind, and curious individuals who are ready for the next stage of 
their journey.

Excellence
We aim high. Whether it’s in the classroom, on the playground, or in personal development, we encourage 
children to strive for their best. Excellence isn’t about perfection—it’s about doing your best and always 
looking to improve. 

As our schools continue to grow, develop and improve our new vision will set our direction of travel and 
guide every decision we make.



Message from Chair of Governors

Welcome Back to a New School Year!

I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable summer break. On behalf of the Governing Body, I would like to 
extend a warm welcome back to everyone at both Upton Infant School and Upton Junior School. It’s 
wonderful to see the schools once again full of energy, excitement, and the eager anticipation that a new 
academic year brings.

To our returning families, welcome back – we are delighted to continue this journey with you. And to 
those joining us for the first time – whether in Reception, Year 3, or other year groups – a very special 
welcome. We’re confident you will soon feel part of our nurturing and inclusive school community.

I would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere thanks to the headteachers, leadership teams, 
teachers, support staff, and everyone who has worked so hard over the summer to prepare the schools 
for the year ahead. Their commitment to creating a safe, stimulating, and welcoming environment for all 
children to thrive in is deeply appreciated.

As governors, our focus remains on supporting the schools to provide the very best opportunities for 
every child to learn, grow, and succeed. We are proud of the achievements of both schools and excited 
about what this year holds – from new learning experiences and school trips, to friendships formed and 
talents discovered.

We look forward to working closely with staff, parents, and carers throughout the year. Together, we can 
ensure that our children are happy, confident, and ready to embrace all the opportunities that come their 
way.

Wishing you all a happy, successful, and inspiring school year.

Warmest regards,

Rhi Wootten
Chair of Governors
Upton of Infant and Junior School



Safeguarding Alert

WhatsApp ‘Add Everyone’

The 'Add Everyone' WhatsApp group is recirculating amongst children. This group has been highlighted as a 
significant safeguarding concern due to the potential to expose children and young people to explicit, abusive 
and harmful content.

The group's purpose is to invite children to join a chat that contains inappropriate content and encourage 
them to add inappropriate comments and add other children but not their parents or safe adults. Children as 
young as 9 have been reported as being on this group.

Go to Safer Schools Safeguarding Alert: The ‘Add Everyone’ Explicit WhatsApp Group - Safer Schools for 
further detail and support.

Lunchboxes
A reminder that both our schools are nut free due to the number of children in our schools that have life 
threatening allergies. Please make sure that lunchboxes have no nut products or any items that contains nuts. 

Please also consider what is being put into lunchboxes. I totally understand the issues, and frustrations, 
around encouraging children to eat anything remotely healthy and sometimes to eat at all! However, children 
who have eaten a diet of chocolate, cake, crisps and sweet drinks can be tricky to teach in the afternoon not 
to mention the health impact. Food and children can be a mind field so please have a look at the link below 
for further support.

Lunchbox ideas and recipes – Healthier Families - NHS

Open Days
We have open days at our schools on the following days so if you have a child in year two or about to start 
school for the first time please come along.

For new starters to reception (Infant School):

❖ Open Morning Friday 7th November 10.30 to 11.30
❖ Meetings for Parents Thursday 13th November 6pm to 7pm
❖ Open Morning Friday 21st November 10.30-11.30

Parents are welcome to bring children to the open mornings, but the open evening is for adults (if you are 
struggling with childcare you can bring them-they will probably just get bored listening to me!)

Year Three (Junior School)
❖ Monday 17th November 1.30-2.30
❖ Monday 24th November 1.30-2.30
❖ These are for parents only.

Parents Evening
Parents evenings for both schools is week beginning Monday 20th October and can be booked via the MCAS 
App.

https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2024/10/31/safeguarding-alert-add-everyone-whatsapp-group/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/


Staffing after Half Term
At the Infants school Mrs Loftus will be leaving us at the October half term and we are in the process of 
recruiting for her replacement. Thank you Mrs Loftus for being part of our team!

Also, as I am sure you are aware the wonderful Mrs Earl will be retiring and leaving us at October half term. If 
you see her, please talk a lot about how much she will be missed and how lovely she is as she is really 
enjoying all the emotion...

At the Juniors Mrs Newton will be leaving us and Mrs Gherardi has been appointed to teach in Toucans as her 
replacement. She has already met the children but will be coming in again to meet the class and staff. Mrs 
Newton has been a part of the Junior School for many years and will be missed by staff and children alike. 
Thank you, Mrs Newton for all of your hard work over the years! 

After half term Mrs Blanch and Mrs Saunders will be taking over the teaching of 4Sunbears as they return 
from maternity leave. Mrs Ramsden will go back to her previous role of job sharing with Mrs Williamson in 6 
Red Wolves. A huge thank you to Mrs Ramsden and Mrs Williamson in agreeing to go full time for the autumn 
term.

ELSA
Unfortunately, we are unable to continue with ELSA currently at the junior school due to a staff absence.
Mrs French will be trying to support the children currently receiving ELSA but this will be limited. Due to the 
specialist training this role requires we are unable to cover the absence in the short term. Hopefully, we will 
be able to resume this important provision soon.

Blankets, Cushions and Beanbags
We have some enterprising children at the junior school who would like to set up a reading club (how 
amazing are they?!). If anyone has any good quality (and clean…please clean..!) blankets, cushions and 
beanbags they are happy to donate to up the coziness of this then please bring them to the junior school.

Kind regards

Duncan Churchill
Executive Head Teacher
Upton Infant and Junior School





Diary Dates

❖ Monday 20th & Tuesday 21st October – Parents Evening
❖ Tuesday 21st October – Year 6 Lytchett Minster Show- Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
❖ Tuesday 21st & Wednesday 22nd October – Year 5 Bird Trip
❖ Friday 24th October – Year 3 Beat Dance Workshop
❖ Friday 24th October – Last day of school finishing at 3.15pm
❖ Monday 27th – Friday 31st October – Half Term
❖ Monday 3rd November – Children return to school
❖ Tuesday 4th November – Flu Immunisations
❖ Thursday 6th November – Year 6 SATS information Evening – 4.30 – 5.30pm
❖ Monday 10th November – INSET DAY

PE Days

Diary Dates

❖ Wednesday 22nd & Thursday 23rd October – Parents Evening
❖ Friday 24th October – Last day of school finishing at 3.15pm
❖ Monday 27th – Friday 31st October – Half Term
❖ Monday 3rd November – Children return to school
❖ Tuesday 4th November – Flu Immunisations
❖ Monday 10th November – INSET DAY

Upton Junior School Announcements

PE Days



Anger Management in Children -                    advice  

Anger management in children is one of the top mental health 
concerns in childcare. Anger and the ability to control it are key skills 
of adulthood. To help support parents and carers the NSPCC has 
produced helpful resources which you may find useful:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-
parents/arguments-conflict-family-tension 

Safeguarding – Urgent Notification from Dorset Council

We have been made aware of the following information regarding a 
set of children’s books. The books involved are the series Spy 
Dogs/Pups and Spy Cat books written by Andrew Cope. These books 
contain a link to a website which contains highly pornographic 
content. 

The book asks children to explore the website to find more about 
the characters in the book. It appears the website identified (on the 
back or inside page) has been compromised and takes users to a 
pornographic website with no age verification. We would advise 
schools to check if these are present in your school and remove 
from children access. It may also be sensible to share this 
information with parents and carers.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/arguments-conflict-family-tension
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/arguments-conflict-family-tension
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