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Newsletter
Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope this Newsletter finds you well and happy. It has been another exciting few weeks at 
our schools. Please remember to have a look at both schools Facebook pages for photos 
and updates of what the children have been doing. For example, on Wednesday some of 
our budding musicians from the Junior school went to a recording studio with Mr Potter to 
record a song. It is going to be available on vinyl, so we are officially cool!

Appointment of Class Teacher (maternity cover) – 4Pumas

We are delighted to inform you that Mrs Ward has been appointed as the class teacher for 
4Pumas after the summer half term until the end of the academic year.
Mrs Ward is an experienced teacher who has recently taught within our infant school, 
bringing with her a strong understanding of our children and our Federation. We are 
extremely pleased to welcome her into this role.
To ensure the smoothest possible transition, Mrs Ward has already spent time in 4Pumas 
getting to know the children, building relationships and becoming familiar with class 
routines. This will help provide continuity and reassurance for both pupils and families as 
we move into the final part of the year.

Mobile Phone Policy Update

Our mobile phone policy has been updated and will be published on the school website 
once it has been formally agreed by the Governing Body.
We strongly discourage children from bringing mobile phones into school. The only 
circumstance in which a child should bring a mobile phone is for safety reasons, if they are 
walking to or from school independently.
For this reason:
Only pupils in Years 4, 5 and 6 should be bringing mobile phones to school
Year 3 pupils should not need to do so, as they should be coming to school accompanied 
by an adult.
All pupils who bring mobile phones to school must agree to follow the Mobile Phone Code 
of Conduct, outlined below.

You must agree to follow the school rules if you bring your mobile phone to 
school:

• Only pupils in Years 4 to 6 are permitted to bring mobile phones to school if they are 
travelling to and from school independently.

• Phones must be switched off, not just put on silent when children enter the school site.
• You must hand your phone into the school office immediately on arrival at school.
• You may not use your mobile phone on the school premises. This protects the privacy 

and welfare of others.



• You must not take photos or recordings (video or audio) of staff or other 
pupils in school uniform for any purpose.

• Avoid sharing your contact details with people you do not know, and do not 
share others’ contact details without consent.

• Do not share your phone’s passwords or access codes with anyone else.

• You must not use your mobile phone to bully, intimidate or harass anyone, 
including via: 

Email

Text or messaging apps

Social media

• You must not use your phone to send or receive anything that may be 
criminal in nature.

• School rules on bullying, harassment and intimidation also apply to mobile 
phone use outside of school.

• Vulgar, obscene or derogatory language is not permitted and breaches the 
school’s behaviour policy.

• You must comply with any request from staff to switch off or hand over your 
phone. Failure to comply is a breach of the behaviour policy.

County Lines

Below are contact details for support if anyone in our school community is 
worried about people they know becoming involved in county lines which leads 
to children becoming criminally exploited. If you are concerned please call the 
number as we know of cases of this happening within Upton. 



Goodbyes

It is with both gratitude and sadness that we share the news that the wonderful 
Mrs Jones, TA in Ladybirds, will be leaving us on Friday 12th June.

Mrs Jones has been a valued member of our school community for just over ten 
years, and during that time she has been an incredibly important part of our 
team. Her care, commitment and professionalism have made a lasting difference 
to so many children, and her warmth, humour and kindness have been felt by 
staff and pupils alike.

We thank Mrs Jones sincerely for everything she has given to our school and 
wish her every happiness for the future.

Executive Headteacher Update

As you may remember, I was appointed as Executive Headteacher of Upton 
Infant School and Upton Junior School on a one year and one term secondment.

I am delighted to share that, following a successful selection process, my 
position has now been made permanent.

I am truly honoured to work with the magnificent children across our schools, 
alongside our hard-working, dedicated and passionate staff. I look forward to 
continuing to lead the ongoing growth and development of our Federation in the 
years ahead.

Hamwic Federation – non-school uniform day

On Friday 15th May our schools are a having a non-school uniform day to raise 
money for the Hamwic Federation. 

The Hamwic Education Trust Foundation has been established to provide support 
for our pupils and families that need us most. Supporting pupils is the priority. 
They aim to deliver this by supporting basic needs, boosting confidence, learning 
and self-esteem. In addition, the Foundation provides Christmas Eve Boxes for 
these pupils.

For further events happening in school please see page 5.

I hope you have a lovely bank holiday weekend and are able to spend some time 
together as families.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Duncan Churchill

Executive Head Teacher

Upton Infant and Junior School



We often hear news about smartphones and the internet but knowing how to keep 
children safe online can feel challenging.
 
The Hamwic Online Safety Hub offers easy-to-access articles, videos, and practical tips 
to help parents stay informed about the latest technology, games, and apps.

Please see the links below which has some informative videos about screen usage and 
tips on how to reduce it.

Online Safety Hub - Hamwic Education Trust

Digital Support - Health Professionals For Safer Screens

https://hamwic.onlinesafetyhub.uk/
https://hamwic.onlinesafetyhub.uk/
https://hamwic.onlinesafetyhub.uk/
https://healthprofessionalsforsaferscreens.org/resources/resources-for-parents/digital-support/
https://healthprofessionalsforsaferscreens.org/resources/resources-for-parents/digital-support/
https://healthprofessionalsforsaferscreens.org/resources/resources-for-parents/digital-support/


Diary Dates

❖ Friday 1st May – SEND bowling trip
❖ Week commencing 11th May – Year 6 SATS
❖ Friday 15th May – Hamwic non uniform day
❖ Monday 18th May – Year 5 Sealife Centre trip
❖ Monday 11th, Wed 13th & Thurs 14th May – Year 3 Art trip to Upton Park
❖ Tuesday 19th May – BSO Lighthouse trip
❖ Thursday 21st May – School Disco Yr 4 and Yr 6
❖ Thursday 4th June – School Disco Yr 3 and Yr 5

Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September – Inset days
    Children return on Thursday 3rd September.

PE Days

Diary Dates

❖ Friday 1st May – SEND bowling trip
❖ Tuesday 5th May – Heights and Weights (Reception only)
❖ Friday 8th May – Year 2 trip to Lighthouse
❖ Friday 15th May – Hamwic non uniform day

Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September – Inset days
    Children return on Thursday 3rd September.

Upton Junior School Announcements

PE Days

Upton Infant School Announcements
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