
The Upton Schools
office@uptonjun.dorset.sch.uk office@uptoninf.dorset.sch.uk

23rd January 2026

Belonging        Growth        Excellence

Newsletter
Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope this email finds you well. In this week’s newsletter I want to talk about bullying 
and how we deal with it across our schools. Bullying is obviously something that 
children, parents and carers are concerned about. In our schools it is rare.

Anti Bullying

We define bullying in our school as being repeated, deliberate behaviour that causes 
physical, emotional or social harm to another person. Bullying can take several forms:

· Physical bullying: hitting, pushing, kicking, or damaging someone’s belongings.

· Verbal bullying: name-calling, threats, insults, or discriminatory language.

· Social/relational bullying: spreading rumours, excluding others, manipulating 
friendships, or encouraging others to isolate someone.

· Cyberbullying: using digital devices, social media, messaging, or online platforms 
to intimidate, threaten, embarrass, or harass.

While we consider what bullying is, it is useful to consider what bullying is not. 
Bullying is not a single argument, disagreement, or falling-out between students; it is 
intentional, repeated, and aimed at causing harm.

We talk to the children about bullying in our assemblies and in our PSHE lessons. We 
teach the children how to identify bullying and that if they are worried about it, or 
think that someone might be being bullying, as well as, if they are being bullied, they 
must tell an adult at school or at home.

If there is a concern about bullying that is raised by parents, children, or staff it will be 
directed towards the Anti-Bullying Champions who are Mr Williams in the Infants and 
Mr Thompson at the Juniors. The Anti-Bullying Champions and myself will agree the 
best way to investigate the concerns, how to resolve them and the outcome. During 
the process we will keep parents and carers informed. By doing this I believe we will 
have the structure in place in our schools to make sure we do not have bullying in our 
school and if there are concerns, they are dealt with quickly and effectively.



Parents Evening

A reminder that across the schools we will be having parents evening week beginning 
Monday 9th February and booking links will be out shortly via the MCAS app.

Ofsted

As some of you may be aware Ofsted has changed how it is inspecting schools. Please see 
the letter below from Bob Farmer the Chief Executive of Hamwic Education Trust with 
more details.

Dear Parents and carers,

Re: New Ofsted Inspections

We are writing to you to explain a bit about the new Ofsted inspections that the 
government have introduced. You may have already heard about parts of this in the news, 
but we recognise that some of the messages are confusing.

At Hamwic Education Trust, we are very proud that most of our schools have been graded 
as good or outstanding.

None of our schools have had a new-style inspection yet. However, we are working 
with them closely to ensure they are well prepared for when inspectors do visit.

The new inspections do not use the same grades and Ofsted have made it very clear that 
the new grades and old grades can’t be compared. The new grades that have new 
expectations to reach them are as follows:

The government make judgements about schools in the 
areas to the left of this paragraph. Across these areas they 
have said they expect that most schools will have a range 
of judgments from ‘needs attention’ to ‘strong standard’. 
Different areas can have a different judgement. There is 
no longer just one word to describe a school.

The expected standard is where schools should be – it’s 
what the government expects to ensure children are 
getting the education they deserve.

The strong standard is met when schools are well above 
average. They meet every point in the expected standard 
and every point in the strong standard criteria. To achieve 
this in any area will be impressive.

Needs attention is described by Ofsted as a bit like an 
advisory on an MOT. It’s certainly not a ‘fail’, but it could 
do with being sorted out so it doesn’t get any worse.



A school who reaches an exceptional standard in any area will be just that. These 
grades are likely to be very rare. It is a higher standard than the current outstanding 
grade.

Urgent improvement means a school is not where it needs to be and needs support to 
get better in one or more of the areas being judged.

Parents will be able to see how well a school is doing by looking at the new school 
report cards. Information about report cards can be found by using this link:  
https://youtu.be/iMMoqZv-DUU

They will look like the example below with drop down menus to give you some 
information about why a judgment has been made in each area.

We hope this information will help you understand what the judgements mean when 
we do get an inspection in one of our schools.

However, regardless of inspection, we will keep working hard to provide the best 
education we can, not because of Ofsted, but because we believe it’s what your 
children deserve.

Your sincerely,

Robert Farmer
CEO Hamwic Education Trust

https://youtu.be/iMMoqZv-DUU


Diary Dates

❖ Wednesday 28th - Friday 30th January – Bikeability Year 4
❖ Wednesday 4th February – Sports for Champions Athlete “Pierre Henry-Fontaine” 
❖ Tuesday 10th February 3.30 – 6.30pm– Parents Evening
❖ Thursday 5th – 13th February – Bikeability Year 5
❖ Wednesday 11th February 3.30 – 6.30pm – Parents Evening
❖ Monday 16th – Friday 20th February – Half Term
❖ Monday 23rd February – Children return to School
❖ Friday 6th March – INSET DAY

PE Days

Diary Dates

❖ Wednesday 11th February – Parents Evening
❖ Thursday 12th February – Parents Evening
❖ Monday 16th – Friday 20th February – Half Term
❖ Monday 23rd February – Children return to School
❖ Friday 6th March – INSET DAY

Upton Junior School Announcements

PE Days

Upton Infant School Announcements
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