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Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope this newsletter finds you well. This week I thought I would write to you about 
bullying and our schools' approach to it, how we manage it and what parents and carers 
can do if they have concerns.

At our school, we are committed to providing a safe, happy and inclusive environment 
where every child feels valued and respected. We take bullying, and allegations of bullying 
extremely seriously. We define bullying as behaviour that is deliberate, repeated over 
time, and intended to cause physical, emotional or social harm to another person.

Bullying can take a number of different forms, including:

❖ Physical bullying–such as hitting, pushing, kicking or damaging another person's 
belongings.

❖ Verbal bullying–including name-calling, insults, threats or the use of discriminatory 
language.

❖ Social bullying–for example, spreading rumours, deliberately excluding others, 
manipulating friendships or encouraging others to leave someone out.

❖ Cyberbullying – using mobile phones, social media, messaging apps or online platforms 
to upset, threaten or intimidate someone.

It is also important to understand what bullying is not. Occasional disagreements, 
friendship difficulties, arguments or misunderstandings between children, while sometimes 
upsetting, are not usually considered bullying. Bullying involves a pattern of behaviour 
that is intentional, repeated and harmful.

Throughout the year, we regularly discuss bullying with pupils through assemblies, PSHE 
lessons and class discussions. Children are taught how to recognise bullying behaviour, 
understand its impact, and most importantly, know how to seek help. We encourage all 
children to speak to a trusted adult if they are worried about themselves or concerned 
about someone else.

If a concern about bullying is raised by a child, parent, carer or member of staff, it will be 
referred to our Anti-Bullying Champions: Mr Williams in the Infant School and Mr 
Thompson in the Junior School. Working alongside me, they will carefully investigate any 
concerns, agree appropriate actions and support all those involved. Parents and carers will 
be kept informed throughout the process.

By having clear procedures and open communication, we aim to ensure that bullying is 
prevented wherever possible and that any concerns are addressed promptly, sensitively 
and effectively. Together, we can continue to make our school a place where every child 
feels safe, supported and able to thrive.



Parking

We would like to remind all parents and visitors to park considerately and safely when 
dropping off or collecting children from school. Recently, we have received reports of 
vehicles being parked illegally or inappropriately on streets surrounding the school. In 
some cases, residents have been unable to leave their driveways, and carers and 
healthcare professionals have experienced difficulties accessing vulnerable members of 
our community. Please be mindful of local parking restrictions, avoid blocking 
driveways, junctions and access routes, and the road closure of St Martins Road.

Golf Free Taster

We are pleased to continue our link with Sturminster Marshall Golf Club and the Mike 
Dodd Golf Academy. We have had many students over the years learn golf at the golf 
club and are still playing golf to this day. Every year Mike and the team offer some 
FREE taster sessions at the golf club and they are pleased to announce there are some 
more available. Please see details below and book direct with them to give golf a try. All 
equipment is provided so give them a call and start their golfing journey.

Saturday 3rd October 1-2pm
Tuesday 6th October 5.30 – 6.30pm

To Book Email Mike mike@sturminstermarshallgc.co.uk
Phone Pro Shop 01258 858444

The club also runs holiday clubs and has an on-site kids’ golf academy for anyone who 
would like to continue after the free taster session.

A bit of news – Sturminster Marshall Golf Club Junior team are national champions after 
beating all county teams at national finals

I would recommend this, recently a member of our school who had a free golf taster 
while at the Infants and took up golf has recently been winning competitions and is 
busy turning themselves into the next Rory McIlroy.

Save the Date

On Tuesday 2nd February 2027 at 5.30pm we are going to be having the second of our 
SEND Parent Workshops. We are pleased to have David Slathery our link Educational 
Psychologist, Louise Young, Dorset Specialist Teacher for ASC, Anna Willis, from Active 
Play Therapies and a presentation about Stormbreak which supports children’s Mental 
Health and Wellbeing. Please come along!

Key dates

Parents Evening-Tuesday 20th October and Wednesday 21st October
Juniors Sports Day Thursday 27th May
Infants Sports Day Friday 28th May

Have a great weekend.

Best wishes

Duncan Churchill
Executive Head Teacher
Upton Infant and Junior School
      Online Safety Hub - Hamwic Education Trust

https://hamwic.onlinesafetyhub.uk/
https://hamwic.onlinesafetyhub.uk/
https://hamwic.onlinesafetyhub.uk/


Diary Dates

❖ 21st October - Year 6 Tank Museum School Trip
❖ 23rd October – Last day of Term – return Monday 2nd November 2026
❖ Parents Evening-Tuesday 20th October and Wednesday 21st October
❖ 5th November - Year 6 Parents SATS Information Evening
❖ 11th November – Flu immunisations

PE Days

Diary Dates

❖ 2nd October – Individual School Photos
❖ 13th October – Open Evening for New Starters Reception Sept 2027 - @ 5.30pm
❖ 23rd October – Last day of Term – return Monday 2nd November 2026
❖ Parents Evening-Tuesday 20th October and Wednesday 21st October
❖ 11th November – Flu immunisations

Upton Junior School Announcements

PE Days

Upton Infant School Announcements





A child from the Junior or Infant school 
must attend this match with this voucher
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