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Dear Parents and Carers

The Importance of School Attendance

Regular school attendance is essential for every child’s learning, wellbeing, and future success. Each day in 
school offers valuable opportunities to build knowledge, develop friendships, and grow in confidence. When 
children miss school, even occasionally, it can disrupt their progress and make it harder to stay connected 
with their peers and teachers. We understand that illness and exceptional circumstances may arise, and we 
are here to support families during those times. To help improve attendance, we encourage parents to:

❖ Establish a consistent morning routine to reduce stress before school.
❖ Schedule medical appointments outside of school hours whenever possible.
❖ Communicate with the school early if your child is struggling emotionally or physically.
❖ Celebrate small attendance milestones to motivate your child.
❖ Ensure your child gets enough sleep and has a healthy breakfast to start the day well.

Together, we can work to ensure every child feels supported and ready to attend school regularly.

We recently did some analysis of our year six SATS results and there was a clear reduction in the amount of 
children attaining the expected standard in reading, writing and maths whose attendance was below 95%.

Below is an easy guide to attendance at our schools.

                       



Guide to attendance

School Vision

As the schools are Federating, we have reflected on our vision and what we would like to achieve for our 
children.

Belonging, Growth and Excellence
❖ Belonging-We want all children to feel valued, known and understood.
❖ Growth-We want our children to develop personally, academically and socially.
❖ Excellence-We want to strive for excellent standards-academic and personal development.

As we continue to develop and align the schools with our vision of Belonging, Growth and Excellence , this will 
inform every decision we make. As I am sure you can see The VIP initiative that we have launched recently has 
been a part of the ‘Belonging’ part of our Vision.

School Dates

We have recently set key dates for the year for both school and these will be available on the school websites 
shortly.

School Clubs-External Providers

The vast majority of our extra-curricular clubs (not after school childcare club) are run by external providers so 
if they are cancelled they will contact you directly. If this then prompts a change in the children’s end of day 
routine then please contact the school office so we are aware. This way we can work together to keep the 
children safe.

Cuddly Toys/Items into school

We are seeing a rise of cuddly toys (especially Labubu toys) and other items being brought into school. Unless 
this is agreed with your child’s class teacher, please can you monitor what your child is bringing in so it stops. 
This stops items getting lost, damaged and prevents distractions from teaching and learning.



Save the Date

On Tuesday 11th November 4.30-5.30 we are running a safeguarding workshop on County Lines for parents of 
children in years 5 and 6. This is a response to this issue becoming an increasing issue in Poole and 
Bournemouth. We know of families within our community who have experienced the absolute horror of their 
children becoming involved. The children will be having an informative and age-appropriate workshop to raise 
their awareness. These workshops will be run by Escapeline who are a charity who work to inform children 
and parents about the risks. More information will be coming out soon.

Uniform

We have updated our uniform policy and the key information for parents is;

❖ Fleece with school logo 
❖ Jumper with school logo 
❖ White polo shirt
❖ Grey or Black trousers/shorts/skirts/skorts
❖ Summer dress
❖ Black shoes/trainers

PE Kit

❖ PE t-shirt with school logo or plain red, blue or yellow t-shirt
❖ Plain black/navy jogging bottoms/shorts/leggings
❖ Plain black/navy sweatshirt/hoody
❖ Black trainers

General Appearance

Children can wear a watch as long as it does not enable children to access the internet or take photographs, 
i.e. some Smartwatches. Please ensure all items of clothing are labelled with your child’s name to avoid them 
being lost. Please visit the school office if you need to locate lost property. As the weather is starting to turn 
colder, all children should wear a coat to school.

Pupils should wear clean uniform and have long hair tied back or braided. Shoes should be all black including 
the soles and in good condition so that pupils are safe and comfortable. Children should not wear jewellery to 
school, the only exception is small, plain stud earrings which children will need to be able to remove for P.E.

Communication with Parents

Please remember that we are still in the process of building strong, trusting relationships with your children. 
Our teachers are working incredibly hard every day, driven by a deep commitment to doing what’s best for 
each child. We ask that you treat our staff with courtesy and respect, just as we strive to do the same for you. 
While we may not always get everything right, we welcome open and honest conversations—so if something 
isn’t working, please come and talk to us. Together, we can create the best possible environment for your 
children to thrive.

Have a great weekend.

Duncan Churchill
Executive Head Teacher
Upton Infant and Junior School





Diary Dates

❖ Friday 3rd October – Fraser Portraits Individual photos
❖ Friday 10th October – Inset Day 

Diary Dates

❖ Friday 10th October – INSET DAY
❖ Monday 13th & Tuesday 14th October – Year 6 East Dorset Museum Trip
❖ Wednesday 15th & Thursday 16th October – Year 4 Ancient Tech Trip
❖ Tuesday 21st October – Year 6 Lytchett Minister Show- Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
❖ Tuesday 21st & Wednesday 22nd October – Year 5 Bird Trip
❖ Friday 24th October – Last day of school
❖ Monday 27th – Friday 31st October – Half Term
❖ Monday 3rd November – Children return to school
❖ Tuesday 4th November – Flu Immunisations
❖ Thursday 6th November – Year 6 SATS information Evening – 4.30 – 5.30pm
❖ Monday 10th November – INSET DAY

PE Days

Upton Junior School Announcements

PE Days
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