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Dear Parents & Carers

I am delighted to be writing to you in our brand new Upton Schools Newsletter. This will come out every 
two weeks and will include information and updates from both schools plus dates and other useful 
information.

During the recent training day, the staff of both schools worked together to explore the school rule of 
Be Ready which is a common rule across both schools. We chose this so we have progressive, aligned and 
age appropriate expectations of Being Ready for learning and what this looks like for all our children. This 
will increase the independence of the children, aid learning and improve transition between the year 
groups. In the next newsletter I will be able to share with you how we are communicating this to the 
children and what it looks like.

Our assemblies in both schools over the next few weeks will be focusing on Safeguarding and in particular 
the NSPCC PANTS assemblies. These assemblies will cover important topics such as consent and speaking 
out to stay safe.

At the Junior school you will be aware that, currently, we have been unable to employ someone to 
supervise the road closure. This, and the busy nature of the roads around the schools, has inevitably 
increased the risk at the start and end of the day. To reduce this both schools are continuing to work with 
Dorset School Streets scheme plus consistently talking to the children about road safely. I strongly urge all 
parents and carers to talk to their children about road safety. As always please drive carefully and park 
considerately around both schools in order to keep our children safe.

A huge thank you to the Infant parents for supporting us with the sponsored Easter Bunny Hop, it was great 
fun and a huge success. We raised over £3,000 which is just incredible. Thank you to all our families as every 
contribution is greatly appreciated, please pass on our thanks to everyone who sponsored the children. A 
special thank you to the Blanch family who raised a whopping £200!

At the Junior school we are getting a lot of mobile phones being brought to school which is causing 
considerable challenges in our ability to store them securely. I strongly urge you not to send your child into 
school with a mobile phone and I would question whether they really need too. If your child does bring their 
phone into school, it is at your own risk.

Finally, as we are enjoying such beautiful weather please remember to supply your child with a filled water 
bottle each day and that they arrive to school with suncream on.

It has been a positive start to our federation process and both staff and children have embraced the change 
and we are looking forward to deepening the ties between the schools.

Best wishes,

Duncan Churchill
Executive Head Teacher

2nd May 2025



Diary Dates

❖ Monday 5th May – Public Holiday
❖ Monday 12th – 15th May – Year 6 SATS week
❖ Monday 19th May – Year 2 transition music event
❖ Tuesday 20th – 23rd May – Dogs Trust Workshop / UJS
❖ Friday 23rd May – HAMWIC Foundation dress down day for both schools
❖ Monday 26th – 30th May – Half Term

❖ Hooke Court Residential Yr 6 – Final instalment is due on 31st May 2025, and all instalments 
must be paid to ensure your child’s place.

❖ Monday 2nd June – Inset Day
❖ Tuesday 3rd June – students return to school
❖ Wednesday 4th June – Sealife Centre Year 5 School Trip 

As it is the Summer Term, all students are welcome to wear smart shorts – no denim please.

Lost property will be available to look through in the school playground today (2/5) at 3pm.

Tuesdays and Thursdays - Year 6 will hold an ice-cream sale 3.15 – 3.30



Upton Junior School Clubs
We are pleased to be able to offer the following teacher led afterschool clubs this term. 

 Bookings can be made on MCAS up until the club starts. 
All clubs are £15 for the 5 week course or £7.50 if you are in receipt of Free School Meals.

Drawing Club on Mondays with Miss Cole (years 3&4) 
May 12th, 19th,
June 9th, 16th and 23rd

Ukulele Club on Mondays with Miss Gibbons (years 5&6) 
May 12th, 19th,
June 9th, 16th and 23rd

Football Club on Mondays with Mr Thompson (years 5&6) 
June 9th, 16th ,23rd, 30th 
July 7th

Yoga Club on Tuesdays with Mrs Bennett (years 5&6)
June 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th 
July 1st 

Cricket on Thursday with Mr Long (years 4,5&6) 
May 15th, 22nd
June 5th, 12th and 19th

Arts & Crafts on Thursdays with Mrs Williamson (all years) 
June 5th, 12th 19th, 26th

July 3rd

Film Club on Mondays with Ms Mauri (all years)
June 9th, 16th 23rd, 30th 
July 7th



Year 5 School Trip
Year 5 went to Lytchett Bay Heath on the 29th and 30th of April.

We were lucky with the weather and had a lovely time exploring the plants that live and grow there.

Some of us even saw a common lizard! 
We completed our own 3D 'mini heath' worksheets - finding different types of plants and recording them.



Music Update 

office@uptonjun.dorset.sch.uk



Road Safety

Have your say on new powers to improve road safety near Upton Junior School

Dorset Council would like to trial the use of cameras to replace the physical barriers installed at
St Martins Road, near Upton Junior School.

There has been a School Street traffic restriction near the junior school since June 2022. This has reduced 
traffic during the restricted hours, creating a safer environment for children walking, wheeling and 
cycling to school.

The cameras will remove the need for barriers to ensure drivers continue to comply with the traffic 
restrictions. The cameras will not be used for any other purpose.

However, before the council can install the cameras, it needs new legal powers to be able to enforce 
certain traffic offences. As these powers will be a new policy for the council, it must seek public views 
through consultation before they are introduced.

Your feedback will help the council understand the impact of these extra traffic enforcement powers and 
help identify other concerns.

Please share your views by taking part in the consultation which is open until 26 May 2025.

Please see the consultation here: https://consultation.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/transport-policy/new-
powers-to-improve-road-safety/ 

https://consultation.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/transport-policy/new-powers-to-improve-road-safety/
https://consultation.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/transport-policy/new-powers-to-improve-road-safety/
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