31t January 2025

Newsletter

Here we are at the end of January and | must admit that it feels like it’s been forever since Christmas. However,
with two weeks to go before half term it gives us time to reflect on the successes of the spring term so far.

Bikeability

Our Year 4 pupils have completed their Bikeability level 1 awards and Year 5 have completed their Bikeability
Level 2 awards this term. Our thanks go to Rob Doyle, our Bikeability instructor who has worked hard at
supporting our pupils. He will return in the summer to work with our Year 6 pupils for their Bikeability Level 3
award.

Charity fundraisers

We have another charity fundraiser at school. After the success of Laila James in Year 3, raising money for the air
ambulance, Freddie Wenzel, also in Year 3, has been awarded Young Fundraiser of the Year award by the Colitis
and Crohns Trust for his fundraising activities last year. Well done Freddie!
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Water bottles

| know that it is very fashionable to have a large water bottle, the reality in school is that they are taking up too
much space on the desk as they can’t fit into the smartsacks. This has led to a number of spillages ruining work
and disrupting learning.

Our policy states a non-spill water bottle so can we please use a small water bottle as this causes less disruption
in school and children can safely store them in their smartsacks.

Lost Property
We have loads of unclaimed lost property in school at the moment. Where the items have names, we regularly

return to pupils, but otherwise we are reliant on children coming and claiming their own lost items. At Parents
evening | will put lost property out in the reception area so please do come along and claim your cpEilch's items.
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Parents Evenings

On Monday 10th and Wednesday 12th February we will be holding the Parent consultation evenings. For those
of you who have already sent in your reply sheets, you will have a confirmation slip sent to you by Wednesday
5th February. If you haven’t yet, please do return your reply slip and we will attempt to give you the day and time
you require.

Pupil Reports
Pupil reports will be issued at the parent consultation evenings. These are interim reports giving you information

on your child’s attainment, attendance and behaviour. Your child’s class teacher will give you a verbal report on
their progress so far. In the summer term you will be given a final report with a written report on their progress
over the year.

Nut Free School
Please remember we are a NUT FREE school for any school lunches or snacks.

End of day messages

With all the will in the world we are unable to get a message to a child if you ring us at 3.10pm. Please make sure
that you ring in to the school office before 3pm to give us time to get messages to children. If you ring after this
time, we will not be able to get the message to your child. These messages should be for emergencies only. Any
other changes should be communicated to your child before they come to school.

Equally, if there is a change to your afterschool care club arrangements and you no longer require a place for
your child, please cancel using the app. Not only will this mean that you may get a refund, it is also clear that your
child should not be attending the club and will be collected instead.

Children's mental health week

Next week is children's mental health week and we are participating in classrooms each day. The finale will be a
non-uniform day on Friday 7t February, where we will be raising funds for Little Lives, a charity that supports us
by providing free counselling for children, three days a week in school. Please join us in supporting this very
worthwhile charity. Suggested donations £1.

Vomiting bugs
| know there is a lot of sickness around at the moment. In order to stop the spread of this in school, children need

to be away from school for 48 hours from the time they last vomited. If this is in the afternoon they should be
taking 48 hours from that point, not returning in the morning. This is guidance from the NHS to stop the spread
of illness.

PE Kit

| just want to clarify when children should come to school in their PE kit. If a child has PE they should come to
school in their PE kit. Please note this does not include football shirts, just the house t-shirt, plain shorts and
trainers or socks. When cold, they can wear a plain sweatshirt or hoody and plain tracksuit bottoms.

In addition to PE days, children can also come to school in PE kit if they have an afterschool sports club. There is
no need to bring additional clothes to change into as we don’t have the space and also time is limited for after
school clubs too. There have been a couple of occasions when children have taken 10-15 minutes to get changed,
delaying the start of the afterschool club.

As ever, should there be any issues with your child in school, please do not hesitate in contacting your child’s
class teacher or myself.

Many thanks,

Tony



Caroline - from the charity David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation - came in to talk to us
about conservation and saving the planet with a real focus on Africa and Asia. The DSWF
charity focuses on 8 animals in specific that are in immediate danger of being extinct.
She spoke to us about these and then we created our bags with a message on to help
others to Guard our Planet and look after / save it.
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Mental Wellbeing Workshops 2025 - PSHE

The children’s charity Coram Life Education provides Health and Wellbeing Education
support to school and the team will be visiting our school at the beginning of March
2025 with their Mental Wellbeing-focused workshops.

NHS research recently published showed that 1 in 6 children aged 7 to 16 have a
probable mental disorder. These workshops provide children with the skills and
positive mental attitudes they need in order to be resilient, bounce back from
setbacks and develop strong, positive mental health habits.

Mental Wellbeing workshops

Coram Life Education use tried-and-tested teaching and learning approaches, these
workshops give children a voice, help them feel empowered and enable them to
identify and articulate their needs and feelings. In turn, these key skills help them
develop the behaviours that support positive mental wellbeing.

Key workshop themes by age

Through these evidence-led workshops, children will learn about how the human
brain works and how this affects mental wellbeing. Workshops are based on the
following themes which build year by year:

« 7-B-year-olds: acceptance

« 8-O-year-olds: protective factors

s 9-10-year-olds: the brain and stress

« 10-11-year-olds: aspirations and confidence building

Wider PSHE education and SCARF
Over 50,000 teachers across the UK are now SCARF subscribers — here are some
reasons why our school has chosen this resource:

« SCAREF provides a whole-school approach to building the essential foundations
for children to achieve their best, academically and socially

= Supports learning across all ages

» Covers all the DfE statutory requirements for Relationships and Health
Education

« Supports our school in meeting Ofsted’s expectations

« UK's leading charity provider — not for profit

SCARF at Home

Find out how the SCARF values of Safety, Caring, Achievement, Resilience,
Friendship can help your child to be their best, both at school and at home.
Choose from our menu of family activities and support and find out more about
building positive relationships and helping your child be a confident learner.

€ Coram Life Education information for parents and carers/MW



Year 6 Writing - January 2025

In Year 6 this half term, we are reading the book ‘Wonder'. As part of our
reading into writing journey, the children have planned, created, and published
their own formal letters to from August's Mum (main character in Wonder) to
his headteacher complaining about bullying.
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Dates for your diary

Non-school uniform — Friday 7t February 2025-suggested donation £1
Parent Consultations — 10t & 12t February 2025

Half Term — Starts Monday 17t February

Inset Day — Monday 24t February - children return Tuesday 25t February

Monday 3rd March - PSFA non-uniform - please bring easter egg/chocolate
Thursday 13th March - PSFA Bunny bingo.

Big Wheel & Walk - Monday 24th March to Friday 4th April

Thursday 4th April - PSFA Easter raffle




FEBRUARY HALF TERM HOLIDAY CLUB

" Full Day 9am — 3pm Only £25

Half Day 9am —12 or 12.30-3pm Only £15

Tuesday 18th February at Merley First School
(School Years 1-6)

Thursday 20" February at Lytchett Matravers
(School Years 1 - 4)

FOOTBALL ALL MORNING
(9am-12) 3

LUNCH (12-12.30)
©(12.30-3pm ) FUN GAMES ,

CARKRK A

The club will take place on the FIELD, so dress appropriately

Z
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bring a snack and drinks

BRING A PACKED LUNCH FOR THE FULL DAY Sam-3pm
please no NUTS or CHOCOLATES

Message Total Sports 07795258274 to book a space
Facebook: KevinSmithTotalSports ?4 .T """ 5

WARM
SPACE

COFFEE
MORNING

Come along and have an informal chat and a coffee with our Youth
and Community Worker Mel and find out more about what our

Family Hub has to offer
10.00 -11.30
No booking required just drop in

EVERY THURSDAY
FROM 10.00AM AT
WAREHAM FAMILY
HUB. BEHIND

sad PURBECK SCHOOL

A .
Education & Skills
- Sglurf ation ane Funding Agency

Fully Funded
School '
Support ¢
Course

Available
in Levels
1,2&3

*Please go to our website
for more detailed
information.

www.studysmartuk.online

We are looking to fill 150+ School Support vacancies in local schools (e.g. Teaching
Assistants, SEN Support, Behaviour Mentors, 1-1 Classroom Support, Cover
Supervisors etc). These roles are available in both full time and part time positions.

6 Week
Course
Mon - Fri
Daily sessions
1st session 9:30 - 11:30am
2nd session 12:30 - 2pm

Please go to our website address given above, or scan the QR code
for more information.

These a 6 week courses, full time, intensive courses, with online
guided learning sessions within school hours.

If you are earning less than £23,500 per annum or are in receipt of
any benefits, you will be eligible for a fully funded place with us.
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l 500+ STEM
professionals
return to work
across

the UK

Are you looking
to return to
STEM?

JSTEM

Have you taken a career break of any
length from STEM and wish to return?

STEM Returners
opportunities with
Drumgrange

ds

Technician (Wireperson)

DRUMGRANGE

Are you working below your capability?
Location:
Do you have a STEM qualification that Onsite: Portland, Dorset

you aren't using?
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LOTTERY FUNDED

FILM Famaéy, Fromdé% Film!
5 Fun animation film for the February half term holidays

MIGRATI®N ©

24/2 Healthy Friendships

c S t Garden, Wareh
Sundby 16th February 2025, 1 30pm 3/3 Self Acceptance
— — 10/3 Rejection Resilience c.:
.« More family fun during -
Careys Migration Festival 17/3 Buu'ylng
s Prevention/Response
£+ fluminations &t dusk, thers is 24/3 Group Led Open Topic
i3 (s plenty to keep your little ones .
4 ! entertained. Club Trlp TBC
More info at b\e
careyssecretgarden.co.uk \‘d\\a
Years 6-9 4pm-5:30pm
Years 9+ Please register your interest
(light food provided) ()‘05

Wareham Family Hub AN

01929 552 934

office@pycf.org.uk

pycf.co.uk Famil
ot BH20 4PH

Book tickets

www.purbeckfilm.com
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