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Dear Parents and Carers,

We have had a great day in both schools yesterday celebrating world book day. The 
children, and staff, looked brilliant in their costumes. Reading is one of the most important 
skills children will ever learn. It shapes their future success not only in English, but across 
the entire curriculum. At our school, we are passionate about developing confident, 
enthusiastic readers, and you play a crucial role in that journey.

Reading each day whether aloud, independently, or together builds far more than just 
literacy skills. Regular reading:

Develops Vocabulary and Language Skills
Children encounter new words and sentence structures every time they read. This 
strengthens their ability to express themselves clearly and creatively.

Boosts Comprehension and Critical Thinking
Stories expose children to new ideas, cultures, and perspectives. Non-fiction helps them 
make sense of the world, ask questions, and seek answers.

Improves Concentration and Confidence
Reading regularly helps children sustain focus, follow narratives and explanations, and 
gain confidence as learners.

Supports Wellbeing and Imagination
Books offer joy, escape, comfort, and calm. They spark imagination and help children 
understand emotions—their own and others'.

How to Support Reading at Home

❖ You don’t need to be an expert. Small, consistent habits make the biggest difference.
❖ Create a Reading Routine
❖ Set aside a regular time each day—before bed, after school, or at breakfast. Even 10 

minutes is powerful.
❖ Make Reading Enjoyable

Children read more when they enjoy it! • Choose books they love • Visit the library 
together. Charity shops can be great too. • Let them reread favourites • 
Celebrate effort, not perfection.



Talk About Books

Ask simple questions such as:

❖ “What was your favourite part?”
❖ “What do you think will happen next?”
❖ “Why do you think the character felt that way?”

These conversations deepen understanding more than you might expect.

Top Tips for Parents

Here are our favourite easy wins for family reading success:

1. Read aloud—at any age. Older children still benefit from hearing stories read to them.

2. Keep books everywhere. In the car, in the kitchen, in bedrooms—easy access 
encourages reading.

3. Give lots of praise. Celebrate trying hard, sounding out tricky words, or showing 
interest.

4. Use audiobooks. They build vocabulary and comprehension, especially on busy days.

5. Ask children to predict, explain, and summarise. These strengthen key skills used 
across the curriculum.

6. Let them choose. Comics, fact books, graphic novels, football magazines—it all 
counts!

7. Stay positive. Avoid turning reading into a battle. Short, enjoyable sessions work best. 
If the child is finding it hard take the pressure off and take over the reading.

Thank you for everything you do at home to support your child’s reading. When school 
and families work together, children thrive.

WhatsApp Groups

We have had a few issues in school involving children using WhatsApp. Please consider 
that children should not be using WhatsApp until they are thirteen. As always, it is 
important to monitor children’s use of digital technology. For more information and 
guidance please look at Hamwic’s online safety hub. https://hamwic.onlinesafetyhub.uk/ 

Happy reading!

Best Wishes

Duncan Churchill
Executive Head Teacher
Upton Infant and Junior School

https://hamwic.onlinesafetyhub.uk/


Diary Dates

❖ Monday 9th March – 3 Sharks Geography Trip
❖ Wednesday 11th March - 3 Cheetahs Geography Trip
❖ Friday 13th March -  3 Toucans Geography Trip
❖ Tuesday 17th March – Class Photos
❖ Wednesday 25th March – Sensory Detectives for Parents - 9am-10.30am
❖ Friday 27th March – Last day of school before Easter Holidays
❖ Monday 13th April – Children return to school

Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September – Inset days
    Children return on Thursday 3rd September.

PE Days

Diary Dates

❖ Tuesday 24th March – School Disco
❖ Wednesday 25th March – Sensory Detectives for Parents – Held at the Juniors
❖ Friday 27th March – Last day of school before Easter Holidays 
❖ Monday 13th April – Children return to school

Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September – Inset days
    Children return on Thursday 3rd September.

Upton Junior School Announcements

PE Days

Upton Infant School Announcements
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