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	Detail
	Information

	Academic year this summary covers
	2025–2026

	Date this summary was published
	November 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Mr Owen Potter

	
	

	Name of local music hub
	Dorset Music Service

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place)
	TipTop Music and visiting peripatetic music teachers



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all pupils across three areas: curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences, and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is intended to support pupils and parents/carers in understanding our music offer and how it aligns with national expectations.
Music is a valued aspect of school life at Upton Junior School. Provision is inclusive and ambitious, ensuring that all pupils, including those with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and those in receipt of Pupil Premium, can access and succeed in music.

[bookmark: part-a-curriculum-music]Part A: Curriculum Music
[bookmark: X0c9633574211b9af35f765192ddb780fcc8412b]What we teach and how provision is structured
Music is taught weekly across all year groups and is informed by the Model Music Curriculum (2021). The curriculum is carefully sequenced to ensure progression in: Performing, Listening, Composing, Musical knowledge and vocabulary.
We are currently strengthening curriculum documentation across all year groups. This includes the development of knowledge organisers, differentiated worksheets, self-assessment resources, theory assessments to support knowledge retention, module impact statements, well-designed, structured PowerPoints organised into progressive ‘steps to learning’ rather than isolated lessons, scaffolded resources, including visual prompts, to support diverse learners.
[bookmark: X8109256eb1b880980e7d23832345cf0b41324ae]Practical music-making and instrumental learning
Through targeted investment, pupils have access to a broad range of classroom instruments, including glockenspiels, djembes, ukuleles, keyboards, and steel pans.
Many instruments are taught across more than one year group, enabling pupils to revisit and deepen their learning over time rather than encountering skills in isolation.
[bookmark: singing-and-vocal-development]Singing and vocal development
All pupils participate in weekly singing assemblies, ensuring regular vocal development and reinforcing listening, rhythm, pitch and ensemble skills. These sessions contribute significantly to pupils’ musical confidence and to the wider culture of the school.
[bookmark: inclusion-and-send]Inclusion and SEND
Inclusion is a strength of curriculum music. Pupils with SEND are supported through clear modelling and routines, adapted outcomes, scaffolded tasks, visual prompts and structured resources.
Singing assemblies are particularly effective for pupils with SEND, offering accessible participation, emotional expression and a strong sense of belonging. Many pupils with additional needs attend regularly and benefit socially and emotionally as well as musically.

[bookmark: part-b-co-curricular-music]Part B: Co-curricular Music
[bookmark: instrumental-and-vocal-tuition]Instrumental and vocal tuition
The school offers a wide range of specialist instrumental and vocal tuition delivered by visiting teachers. Current provision includes piano, keyboard, violin, clarinet, singing, guitar, electric guitar, bass guitar, ukulele, and drum kit. 
Approximately 35% of pupils currently learn an instrument, reflecting strong engagement and a positive musical culture across the school. Many pupils work towards graded examinations and achieve strong outcomes. For example, one recent Year 6 pupil achieved Grade 5 on their instrument, having begun tuition in Year 3.
Participation in instrumental tuition demonstrates inclusive engagement across key groups, including:
· Pupil Premium: 27 pupils (7.7% of the school)
· SEND: 15 pupils (4.3% of the school)
· EAL: 5 pupils (1.4% of the school)

[bookmark: equity-of-access]Equity of access
The school subsidises some singing lessons for pupils in receipt of Pupil Premium, which has had a demonstrably positive impact on confidence, engagement and enjoyment of school life.
[bookmark: ensembles-and-clubs]Ensembles and clubs
The school offers a broad range of inclusive, no-cost musical ensembles: Sound Storm (school choir), Let’s Go, Safari (drumming group), The Kazoo Crew (inclusive music club), and Satellite Dreams (advanced school band).
All ensembles are well promoted and well attended. Pupils are also able to access practice spaces during lunchtimes on designated days.
[bookmark: impact]Impact
Pupils demonstrate strong motivation to engage in music beyond curriculum time. Participation rates are high, progression is evident, and musical achievement is valued by pupils, staff and families.

[bookmark: part-c-musical-experiences]Part C: Musical Experiences
[bookmark: performances-and-concerts]Performances and concerts
The school delivers two major performances annually: Christmas Concert and Summer Concert. These events are well attended by families and the wider community and are recognised for their high standards of performance and presentation.
The most recent Christmas Concert demonstrated strong pupil engagement, with 80 pupils participating. This included 26 Pupil Premium pupils (32.5%), 16 pupils with SEND (20%), 4 pupils with EAL (5%), and 1 pupil with an EHCP (1.3%), highlighting the inclusive nature of performance opportunities within the music provision.
[bookmark: singing-assemblies]Singing assemblies
Weekly singing assemblies are a valued and consistent feature of school life. They are characterised by high levels of engagement, positive participation, and a strong sense of shared identity and community.
[bookmark: Xa8c5f9b5bd34abe36439125e8af1623d641956a]Pupil voice and leadership in performance
A recent initiative has introduced weekly pupil vocal performances as pupils enter and leave assemblies. Pupils volunteer independently, rehearse in their own time, demonstrate pride, resilience and commitment.
Demand for this opportunity has been exceptionally high, with the performance timetable fully booked for the academic year.
[bookmark: recognition-of-achievement]Recognition of achievement
· Pupils perform graded examination pieces during celebration assemblies
· Parents are invited to attend these events
· Music Star of the Week awards recognise effort, progress and positive learning attitudes
[bookmark: live-music-opportunities]Live music opportunities
This year, pupils will attend a KS2 visit to the Lighthouse – Explore the Orchestra concert.
This ensures that all pupils experience high-quality live music performance as part of their musical entitlement.

[bookmark: X4f8bf308148d3765203fb4919d70c37d70884d0]In the Future (Strategic Priorities, Monitoring and Impact)
The school is committed to continuous improvement in music provision. The following priorities are included within the school improvement cycle and will be monitored by senior leaders.
[bookmark: X47c94619873339e3b554e8f8f1d1ce99094db86]Priority 1: Publication and transparency of curriculum documentation
· Action: By September 2026–2027, all curriculum documentation will be published on the school website.
· Rationale: Strengthens transparency, supports parental understanding, and ensures compliance with statutory guidance.
· Success criteria: Curriculum documentation fully accessible on the website; positive feedback from parents and staff; clear evidence of curriculum coherence for inspection.
· Monitoring: Termly reviews by Music Lead and Deputy Head.
[bookmark: X0bd93b02cd5774fe7c2a101a43d41f80115730e]Priority 2: Strengthening inclusion for pupils with more complex SEND needs
· Action: Increase consistent participation in music for pupils with more complex SEND through:
· Closer collaboration between the Music Lead and SENDCo.
· Development of additional adapted and sensory-accessible resources.
· Rationale: Ensures equity of access and that all pupils benefit from high-quality music provision.
· Success criteria: Increased regular participation of identified pupils; improved engagement observed in lessons and assemblies; positive feedback from pupils and staff.
· Monitoring: Pupil participation tracked by Music Lead; discussed with SENDCo. 
[bookmark: Xf7a441052b80c005af79c383e8e90995d8b5a48]Priority 3: Music Ambassador Programme (launching 2026)
· Action: Implement a Music Ambassador Scheme to develop pupil leadership and strengthen pupil voice within music provision.
· Rationale: Builds leadership capacity, promotes inclusion, and supports a positive musical culture across the school.
· Success criteria: Representative group of ambassadors established; increased pupil-led contributions to music events and promotion; evidence of wider participation across year groups and pupil groups (including SEND).
· Monitoring: Evaluated annually through pupil voice, staff feedback and participation data.
High levels of interest in the Music Ambassador Programme already demonstrate the strong enthusiasm for music across the school.

[bookmark: impact-summary-inspection-ready]Impact Summary
Music provision demonstrates clear and sustained impact across engagement, achievement, inclusion and school culture. Participation is high across curriculum lessons, assemblies, instrumental tuition and ensembles, with approximately 35% of pupils currently learning an instrument. Uptake across clubs and performances is strong, and pupils consistently demonstrate enthusiasm for music-making.
The quality of musical experience is a strength. Performances and concerts are well attended by families and the wider community and are recognised for their high standards. Singing assemblies show consistently high levels of engagement and inclusion, contributing positively to pupils’ confidence and sense of belonging.
Pupils make evident progress in musical knowledge and skills over time. Many pupils work towards graded examinations and achieve strong outcomes, including higher-level success such as a Grade 5 qualification achieved by the end of Year 6.
Provision is inclusive and equitable. Pupils with SEND and those in receipt of Pupil Premium access music meaningfully through targeted support, funded vocal tuition and inclusive ensembles. This has had a positive impact on confidence, wellbeing and participation.
Music is a visible and valued aspect of the school’s culture. High levels of pupil voice, voluntary participation and emerging leadership (including strong interest in the Music Ambassador programme) indicate that pupils value music and see it as an important part of school life. Musical achievements and key updates are shared regularly through the school Facebook page and newsletters, strengthening parental engagement and raising the profile of music within the wider community.
Leaders review the effectiveness of music provision through participation data, pupil voice and the quality of outcomes, and use this evidence to inform ongoing improvement.
[bookmark: further-information-optional]Further Information
Further information about our music provision, including curriculum documentation (once published), instrumental tuition and enrichment opportunities, can be found on the school website or by contacting the school office.
This summary reflects the school’s commitment to meeting the seven key features of high-quality music provision within the National Plan for Music Education: weekly curriculum music, access to a range of instruments and voice, a school choir, ensembles and groups, access to rehearsal and practice space, regular performances, and opportunities to experience live music.
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