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What are 
SATs?

When are 
they?

▪ Standard Assessment Test - compulsory for all 11-year 
olds in England.

▪ A measure of a child’s educational achievement to 
help hold schools to account for the attainment of 
their pupils and the progress they make.

▪We will provide the pupils with breakfast at 8.30am 
each morning of SATs week. 

▪Other subjects, including Writing, are teacher 
assessed. A teacher assessment is made based over 
this academic year.

▪Parents and carers will be informed of results in July 
2026 along with their child’s end of year report. 



What are the 
benefits of 

doing SATs for 
your child?

 Understanding of exam conditions and time pressures. 

 Reducing worries around exams in the future. 

 Recognising importance of self-study (revision and homework). 

 Encouraging small steps of progress over time. 

 Improving resilience for adulthood. 

A measure of a child’s educational achievement to help 
hold schools to account for the attainment of their pupils 

and the progress they make.





Access 
Arrangements 

Many of your children have extra provision in school for 
them to reach their full potential. Where possible, this 
will continue during SATs tests.

We must apply for access arrangements and provide 
evidence for why they might be needed. These 
requests need to be made by February 2026.

Possible Support 

▪ 1:1 reader – an adult will be sat beside your child, but 
not for the reading test.

▪ Extra time – any child with an EHCP automatically 
qualifies for 25% extra time. 

A child cannot have a reader and extra time. Only one is 
permitted. 

▪ Transcriber – an adult will transcribe small parts of a 
child’s test after completion.

2026 key stage 2 access arrangements guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-2-tests-access-arrangements/2025-key-stage-2-access-arrangements-guidance


Spelling, 
Punctuation 

and 
Grammar 

(SPaG)

▪Paper 1: Grammar and punctuation 
paper requiring short answers (45 
mins – 50 marks)

▪Paper 2: Spelling test of 20 words (15 
mins – 20 marks)



Spelling, 
Punctuation 
and Grammar 
(SPaG)

What 
we do in 
school…

Weekly spelling tests

Using Year 5/6 words in writing lessons 

Weekly grammar lessons 

Grammar questions included in writing 
lessons

Encouraging pupils to use correct 
grammatical vocabulary 



A grammar test 
will look like 

this…

1)

2)

3)

4)

Most written answers are 
required to be punctuated 
and spelt correctly. If they 
are not, they will not get the 
mark. 



A spelling test will 
look like this…

Pupils do not need to join 
their handwriting when 
spelling if this makes their 
writing more legible. 



Reading 

▪ A single paper with questions based 
on 2-3 texts (1 hour - 50 marks).

▪ Various types of questions from 1-3 
marks.

▪ Speed is key when it comes to the 
test. 



Reading

What 
we do in 
school…

Daily reading lessons – a range of skills 
taught each day

1:1 reading with adults

Weekly reading theatre (reading aloud 
performance)

Weekly test-style comprehension

Half-termly words per minute check



A reading test will 
look like this…



3-mark questions in 
a reading test may 

look like this…



Maths 

▪ Paper 1 – Arithmetic (30mins – 40 
marks)

No context-based questions, they are all 
calculations (including those involving fractions, 
decimals and percentages). 

▪ Paper 2 – Reasoning (40mins – 35 
marks)

   Paper 3 – Reasoning (40mins – 35  
marks) 
Various types of questions from 1-3 marks. Many 
questions are multi-layered. 



What 
we do in 
school…

Weekly arithmetic and/or reasoning test to 
encourage weekly progress

Weekly repetition of fluency 

Test base questions from past SATs papers 
every lesson

Lesson starters based on misconceptions 
and learning from Years 3 to 5

Maths groups targeted to individual needs 
(regularly reviewed)

Maths



An arithmetic test 
will look like this…

Topics 

• Adding/subtracting decimals 

with different digits.

• Adding/subtracting fractions 

with different denominators.

• Multiplying fractions.

• Dividing fractions by a 1-digit 

number. 

• Multiplying 4-digit by 2-digit 

numbers – long multiplication.

• Dividing by a 1-digit number – 

short division (bus stop).

• Dividing by a 2-digit number – 

long division. 



1) 3 marks

2) 2 marks

Reasoning 
questions could 
look like this…



How 
can you 
help?

▪Making sure your children have good routines 
at home with regards to sleep and breakfast. 

▪Making sure your children arrive to school on 
time as well as being in school every day, 
unless very ill. This includes being in for every 
test, despite illness – this may affect provision 
for them. 

▪Listen to your child read as much as possible 
to help with their reading speed. 

▪Helping your child to plan out when they are 
going to do their homework and revision.



CGP 
Revision and 
Homework 

Sheets

This is the homework sheet going home tomorrow, there will be a new sheet each week. 

The books have answers 
in them, but these are 
for parent/carer 
guidance only! We will 
mark the books in 
school together on a 
Friday. 



Any 
immediate 
questions?

Please contact me on 6vixens@uptonjun.dorset.sch.uk 
if you have any questions about SATs. Alternatively, 
please contact your child’s class teacher. 

If I feel a question is generic, then I will add it to an FAQ 
sheet on our year group page on the school website. 

Please head to your child’s classroom to 
collect their CGP SATs books. 

In the new year, some children will get up to 
two more Maths books. 

mailto:6vixens@uptonjun.dorset.sch.uk


FAQs

Where will SATs tests take place in school?

Most children will be in their classrooms, but some children may be in other areas of the school. We will be using 
the school hall, lodge, library, work rooms and pastoral rooms. All tests will be administered by Year 6 teachers 
or other adults known by the children. 

At what time in the school day will SATs tests take place?

All tests will be completed in the morning of each day with a high chance of them being completed by break 
time.

What about Writing?

Writing is teacher assessed. Dorset Local Authority moderate our teacher judgements on writing every few 
years. Year 6 teachers attend moderation meetings with other schools throughout the year for writing.

What level should my child reach?

National Standard by the end of Year 6. This reflects where the Department for Education thinks children should 
be. The National Standard score will not be released until after the SATs have taken place but nationally last 
year 61% of pupils reached the expected standard in Reading, Writing and Maths. Children will get a scaled 
score from 80-120 for each test. 100 is normally the expected standard (EXS). Anything below 100 will be classes 
as working below the expected standard (BLW/WTS).110 or above is normally the working at greater depth 
(GDS) score. 

When will I get my child’s results?

All tests are externally marked. Results are received by schools in July and we will give these to individual pupils. 
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