
Invited Immigrants to Raiders and Traders: Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings  

Overview and rationale: 

Leading on from the Roman Empire’s demise in Year 4, Year 5 pick up where they left off and begin with the end of the Roman rule in 
Great Britain, due in no small part to a group of Germanic immigrants, who settled in their new land, introduced regional governments 

of shires and hundreds and became responsible for the development of over half of the modern English language’s words. Oh yes...they 
introduced Christianity too. They became known as the Anglo Saxons. As well as looking at how, where and why the Saxons settled in 
Britain and how they developed their culture, this topic delves into what immigration is (focusing on the obvious fact that we all de-
scend from immigrants), how the term ‘immigrant’ is used today...and how people from various backgrounds feel about that word. 

Once the children become almost accustomed to life as an ‘Angle’, along come the Vikings, Norse people intent on raiding and trading. 
We’ll look at where they came from, their motivations, their way of life, the ‘diplomacy’ of Alfred the Great, the leadership of King Cnut, 

the ups and downs of conflict and battle, and the eventual end of the Viking and Saxon rule in Britain...the Battle of Hastings and the 
start of the Norman rule. It’s as easy as that! 












