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Overview and rationale: 

Having had a proper introduction to light with Eratos-

thenes back in Year 3, our Year 6 scientists are ready 

to really explore how it all works and how the ingen-

iousness of our eyes (with the help of our brains, of 

course) recognise light. The children build on their 

prior knowledge of light and shadow and investigate 

how light travels either straight to our eyes, or via 

reflecting off other objects, something that Alhazen 

studied in Basra, Iraq way back in 900 and 1000 AD. 

The topic is full of observations, predictions, planning 

and experimenting and the group consolidate their 

understanding and the importance of how to be accu-

rate and fair when conducting scientific investiga-

tions. They even explore the challenges that people 

with visual impairments face when playing blind foot-

ball! 




