
Rest and be thankful: gratitude and respect in Ancient Egypt  

Overview and rationale: 

We think of Ancient Egypt and what springs to mind? Mystical gods, colossal pyramids, fearsome pharaohs, 
and even terrifying mummies! But look closer and there is an incredible culture of everyone playing their 

part, even if it seemed that the lower classes, regardless of race, were exploited (and many were!). The Five 
Gifts of Hathor illustrate a great respect and gratitude for life for all Ancient Egyptians but such strong be-
liefs meant that you didn’t dare feel otherwise...ingratitude was a ‘gateway sin’ in Egyptian society! The 

Ancient Egyptian topic in Year 3 helps children to learn what a huge impact a civilisation can have on eras 
to come, with the Romans (Y4) and Greeks (Y6) learning a great deal from their spiritual ancestors. Pupils 

will learn some key physical and human geographical concepts here - about where Egypt is and when, how 
and why it grew from the banks of the Nile into a culture famous for its art, science, technology and reli-
gion...all things that the children will delve into in this topic. Themes of leadership and equality that were 

touched on in KS1 will be explored further here with Music, Dance, Art, DT and some special visitors bring-
ing this topic to life and enabling pupils to learn important historical skills and knowledge that will be con-

solidated in those topics mentioned in Year 4 and 6. Class J2 are named after Archaeologist, Howard Carter 
and so Year 3 draw on inspiration from his incredible findings too! 








