
Mr Latimer...what would we do without you! (Electricity)       PHYSICS  

Overview and rationale: 

We use electricity every single day and yet rarely do 

we take notice of where it comes from. In this topic, 

the children acquire knowledge of the source of elec-

tricity and this knowledge is consolidated by practical 

activities and investigative learning which aids chil-

dren to see for themselves what makes electricity 

work and what is needed for electrical circuits to be 

complete. Bringing it to life in this way enables Year 4 

pupils to gain a greater contextual understanding of 

why things work, why they don’t and the importance 

of being safe when it comes to using electricity, the 

workings of insulators and conductors being key to 

this understanding. Here, the children also take a 

little look at alternative forms of energy and the im-

portance of being responsible when looking after our 

planet’s finite resources. Class J4 are named after 

Lewis Latimer and here, this famous inventor is used 

a stepping stone to the children’s learning. 










