
Copernicus, Galileo and the Solar system 
(Earth and Space) 

PHYSICS  

Overview and rationale: 

The world (or rather, the universe!) is our chil-
dren’s oyster in their Year 5 Space topic. It is 

here where the children’s capacity for awe and 
wonder is really tested. There are key pieces of 
knowledge and key concepts for them to grasp 
about the relationship between our Earth, the 
sun and the moon, understanding day, night, 
months and years, movements and distances, 

and how the sun impacts on all of the planets in 
our solar system, as discovered by Copernicus 

and then Galileo. The children are then also 
steered towards exploring their own interests 

about the infinite notions of our galaxy and even 
inquiring how the universe itself works, with ide-

as such as black holes and supernovas by no 
means out of the question! 






