
William Gilbert: the world is a magnet!?       
PHYSICS 

Overview and rationale: 

The concept of forces is taught throughout KS2 and it largely begins here 
with the fascinating topic of magnetism. In 1600, Physician William Gilbert 
discovered that the Earth was one huge magnet and this provides the back-
drop to our children developing a combination of skills and knowledge in 
investigating how magnets work; this further evokes an awe about how the 
world works and, indeed, the universe! Developing independence in becom-
ing young scientists is an increasing focal point in KS2 and the children both 
consolidate and enhance their ability to think critically, observe, predict and 
carry out experiments, so that they become armed with the expertise to ask 
questions about the world and then investigate any subject they like. Alt-
hough it all begins narrowly with attracting and repelling magnetic poles, it 
is far more reaching than that and a little knowledge is even taught about 
how magnetism and forces work in space...setting up our young professors 
for looking at Space in Year 5. 






