
Electricity’s ‘Current War’             

PHYSICS   

Overview and rationale: 

Building on their knowledge and understanding 

of electricity in Year 4, our Year 6 professors 

delve deeper into how electricity works. Benja-

min Franklin is often described as the discoverer 

of Electricity through his kite experiment, but 

the Tesla v Edison war, whilst throwing in the 

contributions of Faraday, make for a fascinating 

competition! This fascination draws our children 

into how incredible a source of energy electricity 

is. Although they use similar circuitry and equip-

ment as they did in Year 4, the children here use 

and apply their knowledge to think more critical-

ly about how they can alter their electrical cir-

cuits and the impact that these changes will 

have. Their understanding of electrical symbols 

and vocabulary becomes far greater as they 

make observations and ask critical questions 

about how circuits work and the impact that var-

ying voltages can have on buzzers, bulbs and 

motors. 








