Manchester Pride! (Linked to Roman Life...)
Overview and rationale:
Mancunians have so much pride for where they live and it is in this topic where our Year 4s find out why, when they learn about the wonders of Manchester! They begin with a sightseeing tour of the city and use what they have learnt back in the classroom to discuss the differences between city and rural living and the advantages and disadvantages associated with these. Children, through historical photographs,
are given the opportunity to see the changes over time to Manchester, linking it to the famous landmarks they know today. Children are also
given a taste as to why Manchester is such a cool place to live by looking at various cultural aspects of the city such as; music, art, football
and fashion. The children use Manchester as inspiration for their own artwork in class too. They look at modern artist Angela Wakefield and
try to produce their own painting of Manchester in her style and create a 3D piece based on John Brickel’s work of a famous Manchester
landmark. But it isn’t all positive fun and games for the children here as some home truths hit home too. During this local history and geography topic, the children touch on how Manchester came to be, how it grew during the industrial revolution and how it benefitted from the
cotton trade. Here, the children explore what made Manchester such a prominent northern city, but also touch on how exploitation and
inequality formed part of its growth. While doing so, they also respect local heroes who have taken responsibility for doing what’s right and
have shown the real spirit of the city. This topic is also key on drawing comparisons with another European city – Rome. The children will
have already looked at so many aspects of what Rome is like physically and geographically, historically and culturally, and looking at the
similarities and differences here will assist our pupils in comparing life in our great city, with that of our European neighbours.

