
Brazil and the Amazon: Respect, Responsibility, Rivers and Rainforests  

Overview and rationale: 

This geography topic encompasses so much knowledge! Focusing on Brazil and the Amazon River and Rainforest, within the region of South America, it gives pupils the opportunity to 

look at a number of global issues, from deforestation, to sustainability, to equality. It provides pupils with a look at what life must be like for indigenous people of the Amazon, as 

well as street children and in particular those that live in the favelas on the outskirts of Brazil’s major cities. It enables our children to think critically about the impact that human 

choices can have on not only the natural world, but on our brothers and sisters across the globe. Taking a close look at the Amazon River and its importance and bearing on the envi-

ronment surrounding it across the continent opens door for Year 5 to explore a local river, the Mersey, studying its features and how rivers impact on our own landscapes and land 

use across the world. The interaction between human and physical processes are explored here, and links with our school values of taking responsibility and showing respect for all 

life are embedded with the help of a visit from The Woodland Trust, Year 5’s chosen charity, and in J5 being named after a hero of conservationism, David Attenborough. Here, Year 5 

get the opportunity to explore how different the lives of many South Americans are to each other’s and to our own! 








