
Do plants need resilience too?          BIOLOGY 

Overview and rationale: 

Resilience is one of our core school 
values and is more important than 
ever in this moment in history. This 
science topic draws on the context 

built in the geography topic compar-
ing the UK and Malawi in looking at 

what plants, fruit and vegetables 
need in order to grow healthily and 

that, in many cases, they need a great 
deal of resilience too in order to sur-
vive. Trips to Urmston Meadows and 
local allotments bring some real life 

experiences in to the children’s learn-
ing, as do video links to our friends in 

Blantyre, who describe to us the 
different types of food that they grow 
in Malawi due to a tropical climate in 
Sub-Saharan Africa that differs greatly 
to our own temperate one in Europe. 
The children begin to see that differ-

ent plants grow in different conditions 
and draw on the experiences of oth-
ers as well as doing some enquiry of 
their own when investigating and ex-

perimenting what conditions are 
needed for their own plants to grow! 






