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Early Years Foundation Stage Policy
In the EYFS at Urmston Primary School, our vision encompasses the whole school values of being resilient, responsible, respectful, kind, proud and happy.
In Nursery and Reception, our children feel safe and happy in a stimulating and challenging environment, where they love to learn. They become enthusiastic, independent and resilient life-long learners, confident to take on a challenge without fear of making a mistake.
We learn, apply, practise and then learn even more all by ourselves! 

We are risk-takers. We are problem solvers. We are knowledge builders.

This policy links with the Every Child Matters agenda, in that every child has a right to grow up safe, healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and achieving economic well-being.

Introduction
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of their Reception Year. In main school, all children join us at the beginning of the school year in which they are five. Compulsory schooling begins at the start of the term after a child’s fifth birthday. Key Stage 1 begins for our children at the beginning of Year 1. The EYFS is important in its own right, and in preparing children for later learning. The Early Learning Goals set out what is expected of all children by the end of the EYFS.
Children joining our school have already learnt a great deal. Many have been to our Nursery or one of a range of settings that exist in our community. The Early Years education we offer our children is based on the following principles:
· It builds on what our children already know and can do with no ceiling to learning;
· It ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged;
· It offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, content that matches the needs of young children and activity that provides opportunities for learning both indoors and outdoors;

· It provides a rich and stimulating environment.
· It is responsive to children’s interests and current affairs.
· It instills a love for reading and ensures all children are able to become confident readers in order to open endless avenues for learning and enjoyment.

· It enables children to make an effective transition from home to Nursery and Reception and then on to KS1. 
In partnership with their family and carers, we give our children the best possible start to their education in order to establish the foundations required to continue their learning journey.

Teaching and Learning in our EYFS 
Please read alongside our whole school ‘Teaching and learning’ policy

Effective practice in our EYFS takes place due to our knowledgeable staff, our practitioners’ strong team work and a high quality learning environment where opportunities and conditions allow them to flourish in all aspects of their development. Children require rich opportunities to initiate ideas and activities as well as to develop effective learning characteristics. 

Children with such characteristics:
· are willing to have a go

•    are involved and concentrate on the task
  •    have their own ideas

  •    choose ways to do things

  •    find new ways of doing things

· enjoy achieving what they set out to do

· display resilience and perseverance
At Urmston Primary School, 
Good practice in the EYFS takes place at Urmston Primary School by ensuring: 
· a strong partnership between teachers and parents, so that our children feel secure at school and develop a sense of well-being and achievement;

· teachers have good a knowledge of how children develop and learn, and can respond to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, positive interaction. 

· a carefully planned, fun and creative curriculum is delivered that leads to children achieving the Early Learning Goals and more by the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage as well as developing their characteristics of effective learning in order to become confident and resilient life-long learners; 
· children are given the opportunity to master skills and concepts through continuous provision
· our provision is carefully planned, taking into account the children’s experiences, current interests, backgrounds and cultures;
· a range of teaching and learning styles are in place and suitable interventions are made when necessary; 
· all children are encouraged to seek challenge and are empowered to take charge of their own learning which is interwoven with high quality interactions between themselves and adults within our setting;
· we encourage our children to communicate and talk about their learning, and to develop independence and self-management;

· all pupils’ progress is tracked throughout the year so that their next steps can be planned for and shared with parents;
· our practice is regularly monitored and evaluated so that we can continue to improve what we do;
· the training needs of all adults working within the Early Years Foundation Stage are identified and catered for using the Performance Management system to inform this.

Our Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum
We deliver a progressive curriculum tailored to our children’s needs and interests. It is informed by the EYFS statutory framework and then expanded upon to build wider knowledge and skills linked to our planned topics, the children’s interests, current affairs and local news. 

The following 7 areas, along with the characteristics of effective learning create the ‘backbone’ of our curriculum:

Communication and Language
Physical development
Personal, social and emotional development
Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the world

Expressive arts and design 

. 

These 7 areas consist of 3 prime areas (communication and language, physical development and personal, social and emotional development) which develop through relationships and experiences and run through and support all other areas of learning. The other 4 areas, known as specific areas, include essential skills and knowledge, and provide important contexts for learning.  

The experiences that our children meet often enable them to develop a number of competencies, skills and concepts across several areas of learning. None of the areas of learning can be delivered in isolation from the others; they are equally important and depend upon each other to support a rounded approach to the development of each child.
The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is delivered in a variety of ways in Nursery and Reception. We believe that our children learn best through a balance of whole class learning, child-led learning in carefully planned continuous provision and daily adult-led focused activities. Teachers plan differentiated lessons that aim to engage all children during their learning, usually through practical, hands-on activities. During these activities, our children are taught skills and knowledge which they then practise, apply and build upon through their own independent learning in continuous provision.
Our planning ensures that children are able to make the progress required to meet their stages of development and the Early Learning Goals as well as gaining wider knowledge, vocabulary and skills acquired through a variety of topics. We ensure that there is no ceiling to our children’s learning and continue to provide and encourage challenge at all levels of development.

Our medium term planning is completed half-termly and identifies the intended learning with outcomes based on the current cohort’s needs. The weekly short-term planning outlines the differentiated learning objectives for the week and how they will be achieved each day, whether this be through whole class learning, focused activities or within continuous provision, and how the adults in class will be supporting this learning.
Play in the Early Years Foundation Stage
Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world. They practise and build up ideas, and learn how to manage their feelings and understand the need for rules. Children are given the opportunities to explore and discover within a safe and supported environment. Play underpins the delivery of the Early Years Foundation stage curriculum.

The children have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. They express fears or re-live anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations. The children are involved with both group and individual play, some initiated by adults, some by the children. They learn through being active learners working with a wide range of resources. Through play children will develop intellectually, creatively, physically, socially and emotionally. It gives children the opportunity to take risks and make mistakes.
The role of parents (See also our Parent Partnership Policy).
We believe that all parents have an important role to play in the education of their child. Parents are made to feel welcome and valued in their dealings with all members of staff. We recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role, in educating the children. We do this through:
· talking to parents about their child before their child starts in our school;
· visiting all children in their home before attending Nursery and also carrying out home visits for any new reception children who have not attended our school nursery;

· ensuring children have the opportunity to spend time with their teacher before starting school;
· inviting all parents to an induction meeting during the term before their child starts school and another meeting three weeks into the new September term;

· sending home learning updates every Friday in Reception and half termly in Nursery to give information on the learning that has taken place during the week. This is supplemented by photographs and additional information on the class webpage, which is also updated on a weekly basis;

· inviting parents into the Nursery for regular coffee mornings and into the classroom each half term in Reception during which time the children can share their learning journey with their parents and talk about their next steps;

· sharing observations with parents at the end of each half term via Primary Essence.

· inviting parents to share achievements and observations from outside of school either via Primary Essence using their personal login information or using a wow moment sheet, which are then celebrated together in class; 

· encouraging parents to talk to the child’s teacher if there are any concerns. If needed a meeting will be set up between the staff and parent/carer so that any issues can be resolved quickly. There is a formal meeting for parents in the Autumn and Spring term during which their child’s progress is discussed with the teacher. Parents also receive a short report stating their child’s next steps during these meetings;

· providing parents with a reading record to share information on their child’s reading progress at home;

· inviting parents to curriculum talks to discuss the kind of work that the children undertake in the Reception class. 

Reading and Phonics in the Early Years

Our curriculum is language-rich so that our children build a wide vocabulary and become confident communicators, regardless of their background. We explore the meaning of new words continuously, particularly when sharing books together. Great importance is placed upon reading and the desire to instill a life-long love of reading. In addition to our welcoming reading areas, books can be found all around our classrooms, stories are shared daily and children are able to access our school library each week. 

Our children are able to take home a shared reading book each day from our wide selection of classroom books, which they can share and enjoy with an adult at home. In addition, the children take home a phonetically-decodable reading book each week to read with independence. These books match their current phonics teaching in class. 
The teacher and teaching assistant read daily with the children, individually at first and then as a guided group. These groups are carefully monitored on a regular basis to ensure all children access appropriate texts with an appropriate level of challenge. Each lunch time, additional time is set aside to read and carry out reading intervention activities with children requiring extra support and with those children who receive less support at home.
Phonics is taught daily in the Early Years using the Letter and Sounds phonic scheme, accompanied by the Jolly phonics actions and songs. In Nursery, phonics teaching is delivered through short circle activities and small group work. In Reception, it is taught in a daily 20-25 minute session as outlined in our Phonics policy. Beyond Phase 2, the children are grouped according to their current attainment in phonics so that teaching is aimed specifically at their needs. 
Many opportunities are available across our continuous provision for the children to practise and apply their phonic knowledge, as well as regular guided writing activities which allow them to use and apply their phonic knowledge and spelling skills.  Further time is also set aside each day to provide extra application and consolidation activities to support the children requiring a boost in their phonics learning.
Inclusion in the Early Years Foundation Stage

In our school we believe that all our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when planning for their learning (see our policy on school inclusion).

In the Early Years Foundation Stage we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children, with the goal that the Early Learning Goals are achieved by the end of the stage. There are no limits to learning at UPS however, and therefore our children will continue to be challenged to achieve beyond the expectations of Nursery and Reception should they be ready to do so.
 We achieve this by planning teaching that  meets the needs of boys and girls, children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds.

We meet the needs of all our children by:
· Planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience and interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence;
· Using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs;
· Providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate, enthuse and support children 
· Providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all children is valued;
· Using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping;
· Planning appropriately challenging activities for children at all levels of development;
· Monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary
· Ensuring a wide range of diverse experiences, including 

-our enhancement days which celebrate different themes, cultures and events (e.g. Diwali, Chinese New year, World Book day, a royal wedding, etc)

-visitors in school (e.g. author visits, school nurse, dentist, people from the community)

-trips out (e.g. the farm)

-Special events such as Grandparents Day, Easter Bonnet Parade, Teddy Bears’ Picnic.

· Promoting responsibility and kindness through collections for our class charities.
Classroom organisation in Reception

The Reception area consists of three classrooms with shared areas where three teachers work in partnership and as a team with the Teaching assistants and PPA cover staff. 

Our Reception consists of Class 6 and 7 and a further 10 children from Class 5 (a mixed Year One/Reception class). Class 6 and 7 access provision in their own classrooms with some shared areas outside of the classrooms. Class 5 reception children have access to provision in their own classroom but also spend time using the provision in Class 6 and 7. During this time they are accompanied by their teaching assistant. The reception pupils in Class 5 are split between Class 6 and 7 for phonics lessons each day. 
Outdoor Learning
Our Nursery children use the grounds surrounding their nursery building for outdoor learning. This area is currently under re-development. The children have free-flow access to this area during the morning and afternoon.

The Reception children have access to two different areas for outdoor learning, the main school playground and the play garden, and take turns using these areas on a rota. We are unable to provide free-flow outdoor learning due to the fact that we use areas shared by the rest of the school and because of the restricted access.
The play garden provides opportunities for exploration, creativity, problem solving, physical activity and a great deal of child-led learning through den-building, construction, the mud kitchen, natural surroundings and resources such as sweeping brushes, litter pickers, bug catchers, magnifying glasses, view finders, etc. 
The playground offers the opportunity to ride vehicles, climb the traversing wall, construct on a much larger scale, take part in outdoor maths and writing using resources from our maths and writing sheds, access sand and water and carry out role play activities. There tends to be a greater focus on physical activity in the playground due to the larger space on offer. 
Assessment

During the children’s first half-term in Nursery and Reception, we carry out our baseline assessments, focusing on children’s well-being and involvement, characteristics of effective learning and areas of learning and development. This is not formal testing, rather high quality adult interactions and observations of children’s learning through play. It is the teacher’s role to ‘tease’ rather than teach until baseline is complete, after first 6 weeks
Assessment in the Early Years Foundation Stage is ongoing and is an integral part of the learning and development process. Our staff continually make observations and assessments of each child’s achievements, interests and learning styles. The observations and assessments are used to identify learning priorities and plan the next stages in the learning experiences for the child. Some observations will be planned whereas others will be a spontaneous capture of an important moment. It is likely that observations of everyday activities will provide evidence of attainment in more than one area of learning. These observations are then matched to the early outcomes/early learning goals and are recorded as part of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile. This may take the form of photographs, examples of work or recorded notes. Photographic observations are downloaded onto ‘Early Essence’ where they are annotated by the teacher and kept in each child’s folder throughout the year to build up a picture of that child’s learning and progress. Observational assessment is central to understanding what children really know and can do.
At the end of the academic year, Parents receive a copy of their child’s learning journey.  This consists of observations that have been compiled throughout the year, informing the parents of their child’s progress against the early learning goals and characteristics of effective learning.  It highlights the child’s strengths and development needs and gives details of the child’s general progress. 
On completing Nursery, parents are informed of the stage of learning their child is working at within each of the 17 strands of learning, for example 30-50mths, 40-60mths.
On completing Reception, parents are informed of their child’s progress in relation to the 17 early learning goals. This is reported as emerging (ELG not yet achieved), expected (ELG achieved) or exceeding (working beyond ELG).
10 Safeguarding and welfare procedures

Our safeguarding and welfare procedures are outlined in our safeguarding policy.
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