
Equality and Power in the Shang Dynasty 
Overview and rationale: 

Being the earliest dynasty in recorded history, the Shang ruled from 1600 to 1046BC. Studying this period gives Year 4 pupils the chance to continue on 

their knowledge-acquiring journey into themes of inequality, hierarchy, leadership and power. Furthermore, it gives them an understanding of what a 

dynasty is, adding to their knowledge of civilisation and empire. The Shang heralded China’s bronze-age and were known for their advances in maths, as-

tronomy, artwork and military technology. Through the lens of this Chinese era, the children explore parliament, democracy, governance, politics and 

persuasions and the laws and values that we adhere to...including a close look at ‘British’ values and what these mean to the UK and our place in today’s 

European and global community. Prior knowledge and learning from the Romans and from the Ancient Egyptians (Y3) topics about dictatorship, class 

struggle, oppression and slavery are built on in this topic and enable the children to think critically about how these structures might work in the UK and 

touch on the political and ideological history that our own nation is built upon. Building on the concept of gender, the children also take a look at the first 

female Chinese general, Fu Hao, who, like Boudicca after her, showed that women can show just as much power as men! Key historical enquiry skills from 

The Stone Age, What Makes the Earth Angry (Y3) and Romans (Y4) are built on as the children explore historical sources, artefacts and early Chinese 

writing...it’s these things, after all, that let us know what history is all about!  






